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Chiéc phong cam ctia bb toi
Thay loi tua:

T6i yéu I1&m céi linh hén,

Goi la tinh thén luén ly gido khoa thu

Vit vuong theo buwéc chan nguoi Viét Nam tj nan

T6i ludn tim chd nuong néu

Cho céi linh hén mo phai 4y

Trong x& hoi nhiéu nhuong nay

Hém qua, hém nay, ngay mai, va nhiéu ngay sau nira.
T6i da bét dau va tiép tuc cube hanh trinh.

Vao nwoc My thénh thang

*k*k

Toi di,

Nwong theo linh hén luan Ii gido khoa thw cia Viét Nam nhd bé
Bbi ma nh& mai,

Tiéng dan cta mét 6ng gido,

Oi tiéng Phong Cam ctia Bé Téi.

Tén t6i la Dwong Thi Nhw Hoai An. O Mi t&i mang tén Ann Dwong. Téi la con gai mot
éng gido day van chwong, sinh ngtr. Bb t6i 1a mot ngwdi ti nan Viét Nam. Ong day hoc
sudt d¥i. Sang Mi tr ndm 1975, bd t6i may man hon nhiéu ban hiru ctia éng: 6ng dwoc
tiép tuc nghé day hoc. Ngwdi Mi goi bd t6i 14 Dr. Dwong.

To6i khong phai la mét nha gido. Téi la mot chuyén vién kinh tai thi trirdng chirng khoan.
T6i co tién bac sung tic hon b t6i, vi toi khdng chon nghé day hoc, du rang thoi tho au
& Hué, t6i da trng 6m mong tré thanh giao sw day dwong cam. Nam t6i sau tudi, bb toi
dé toi len yén sau chiéc xe dap ctia 6ng, roéi 6ng god ngudi dap xe dén trwéng Jeanne d
Arc, Hué. Ong pho thac tdi cho So Thanh Tam Fred Pierre. Ba la ngudi day toi dat ngon
tay 1&n phim trdng dwong cam lan d4u tién.

Chiéc xe dap, than ngwdi manh khanh, cap kinh can cla bb tié, nhirng vong banh xe
quay trén con dwéng im vang cuia thanh phd Hué, va nhixng phim trdng dwong cam, tat
ca tr¢ thanh nhirng hinh anh m& nhat khi t6i manh dan xach cap da di vao try s¢
Goldman Sachs (*) & Niru Udc. Tty do, t6i quén nhivng con dudng im vang cta Hué
xwa cd, quén nhirng phim trdng dwong cAm, va quén ludén doi sbéng clia bd me toi, nhét
la cta bé t6i, mot nha gido Viét Nam Iwu vong ti nan. Trong nhirng dém Niru U'&c sang
rwc anh dén, téi ngdi trong van phong, dbi dién cai may vi tinh, thoang nghi dén bé me
t6i. RAi voi va két luan: chac la bd me tdi van binh an, sau dé lai tiép tuc dan mat vao cai
may vi tinh.

*k*

Téi khong biét bd me t6i séng nhw thé nao, néi chi dén viéc hiéu dwoc sw mat mat cta
bé tdi... cho dén ngay t6i tr gid Goldman Sachs dé vé mién Nam séng bén canh b me.
T6i tré vé v&i bd me vi da mét mdi véi nghé nghiép ctia minh. Téi mudn di tim phim
trdng dwong cam cla thdi tho 4u.

Va trong khi di tim phim trdng dwong cdm cho minh, téi bt gap, tr qua kh im lim,
nhirng manh doi ctia bd me toi...



*k%

Subt nhirtng nam & M, bé tdi lam nghé viét curriculum cho mét quan hoc chanh &
Texas. Viét xong curriculum, 6ng dem bai vao I&p thwe nghiém cho I tré con khéng ndi
tiéng Anh 1a tiéng me dé, trong nhirng ngéi trwdng thi t& (urban) cho con nha nghéo, rbi
6ng phai bénh vuc bai gidng cia minh soan ra, trwéc nhirng con mat phé binh cta
nhirng nha gido duc tiéu bang, da sé 1a nhitng con ngwdi chwa tirng bwéc chan ra khdi
vong dai tiéu bang Texas, ndi giong eo éo theo cai 16i mién Nam. Qua bao nhiéu kiém
diém, phé binh, bai ctia bé t6i m&i dwoc in ra, tré thanh bai hoc can ban cho I tré con
noi hai thir tiéng.

Bao nam nay b6 t6i sinh sbng béng nghé day hoc. Ngay lai ngay, sang nao b tdi cling
day tlr nam gio. Me t6i day theo. Me t6i dé vao cai tui gidy ddu mot cai banh mi cha lya,
mot trai chudi, va mét lon sira dau nanh. D6 |14 bira an trwwa ctia bd t6i. Sau gid sang bb
t6i ra khdi nha, cdm theo cai tui gidy dau, va tai liéu day hoc nam trong cai cap da cang
ngay cang cii. (Tinh bd t6i wa swu tdm, lwu trr, khéng thich virt bd cai gi ca. Ong khuw
khw git tat c& nhirng gi 6ng da sam dé roi...tdi biét mot ngay kia tat ca sé tan bién di,
nhw 1an di tan 1975).

Me t6i than v&i toi: “Cha con chan nghé day hoc réi. Ong chi mong vé hwu dé sang Cali
v&i ban bé va hoc tro cii. V& hwu réi thi tha hd ma tan gau & tdoa bao Nguoi Viét voi
Nguoi Cham, Thé Hé Hai Muoi vai Thé Ky Hai Mét...”

Trong can bép hep, me t6i sira soan tui gidy an trwa cho chéng. T6i nghi, chac bb t6i
chan nghé day hoc that. Khi cdm c&p véi tai thirc &n di ra clra, mat dng chay dai co vé
dau khd, d6i may 6ng cau lai. T6i di lam cho Goldman Sachs cé nhiéu lGc cling chan
ngan nhw thé. Quanh di quan lai, hai mwoi ndm tréi qua, tdi bang hoang nhanra 1a
muw&i ngdn tay minh da phu bac phim dwong cadm. Nén téi da tir bd tién lwong sau con
s6 ma "lang thang gitra doi 6i a biét dau nguén coi.” Toi di lam, bwéc chan vao van
phong véi chiéc vi Chanel, v&i nwdc hoa va phan son thom ngat, con bd tdi buwdc chan
ra clra, triu ndng trén vai cai nép séng don bac cia nghé gido. V&i tdi, chiéc vi Chanel,
nwéc hoa va son phan tré thanh niém an Gi, con bé t6i 1ay gi lam an Gi? Nhin bé toi
cham chap trong bép, t6i mai long. D t6i da c6 nhiéu ngdm ngui, ttr cdng danh cho den
tinh duyén. Bay gi®, trong tudi gia ciia bd me téi, hinh nhw t6i phai cwu mang thém néi
ngam ngui ctia ho. Téi chay vao phong tim cai tui Lancéme cii dwa cho bb toi dé éng
lam tGi dwng dd &n trwa. Tdi noi: "Cho né lich sw, bén bi hon mét chat, bd a."

Tw hém d6, mbi sang bd tdi rdi nha véi chiée cap da cii, thém cai tui Lancéme dwng dd
an rat “6p a” clia co con gai thay thé cai tui gidy dau. Ong néi v&i me toi: “Cai tui
Lancéme chac chan khong bi rach vi lon si*a dau nanh nhw cai tii gidy diu.” Mé&t 6ng
nom nghiém trong nhw thé dang néi chuyén twong lai nwéc Viét Nam. Me t6i thi ché cai
tui Lancéme nom dan ba qua.

B6 t6i dé thwong & chd 6ng lap di mét cach vé tw . Thi dy 6ng soi gwong cat toc Iy,
C6 lan, téc meo mot bén khong glong ai, 6ng van tinh bo, tuyen bd, “Ha tién déng nao
hay ddng 4y.” Thé nhuwng b t6i lai rat hd hdi di mua tranh ctia 6ng hoa si Dinh Cwéng
vé treo trong nha lam canh.

Khi dng roi nha, mang theo cai cap va cai tui, t6i dirng nhin theo 6ng, tw héi trong cuéc
doi nha glao éng lay gi lam an Ui, thay thé vi tri cai vi Chanel trong cudc d&i Goldman
Sachs cua t6i?

Néu bé tdi khong thich day hoc nira, tai sao 6ng van gwong mau hon bat c&» mét cong
dan gwong mau nao ctia Mi quéc nay Ong phé binh chuyén t6i b viéc & Goldman
Sachs: “Né tra con nhiéu tién thé, sao lai ty dwng xin théi ?” Ong hay nhan dinh viec cac
em toi va dau ré co tat lam viéc di tré vé sém theo ngdn nglr Bac Ki: "Chung may la qua,
tao chang bao gid di lam tré. Mi n6 dung gi® gidc I&m, di tré vé sém nhw chiing may la



bay, bay, bay Id&m” Em trai toi cwdi trlr, nheo mat, “Yes, Sir.” Em gai toi thi nhd to: "Bb
khéng mudn bé bdi vi bé...so tui nd! B6 mac cam Viét Nam qua troil"

Nhw mét cai déng hd bao thirc, trong muoi tdm nam, clr sau gid sang la bb toi roi nha
v&i cap da tui giay. Bay gio sang la b t6i da cé mét tai truo’ng Trir khi dau 6m, 6ng
khoéng hé nghi mot ngay. Néu qua tinh day hoc & Mi la khé thi kha nang chiu dung cua
ong thudc hang... siéu! Ngay nao ciing nhw ngay 4y, sach cdp da tui gidy trong muoi
tam nam!

*k%

Toi vo tam khong hiéu tai sao b toi di [am véi nét mét dau khé. T6i cho la bd toi da
dworc voi, con mudn doi tién.

Cho dén mot hom...

Khéng con deo ganh ndng cia Goldmans Sachs trén vai, t6i co thi gi®» theo bd tdi dén
|&p hoc mét ngdi trwdng thi tr...Bat diu bang sw td6 mo ctia mét ddra con, toi tré thanh
nhan chirng mét ngay trong doi cla b t6i, d& bang hoang nhan ra sy mat mat cla thé
hé lwu vong di truéc. B tdi dirng, cling phén trang bang den, éng ho hét khong lai G tré
con n96 nghich, den, tréng, vang, Mé co, Viét co, Tau co. Ong dung cb ddc, gia nua,
nhd bé trong cai I&p hoc t6i tan.

Ngay hém Ay t6i nhan thirc duwgc sy dau khd ciia mot nha gido Viét Nam & Mi | Bay
khong pha| la trwérng TrAn Quy Cép vé&i nhirng nguoi hoc tro Quang Nam tinh nghia, tw
biét cui dau khoanh tay, yéu thuo’ng thay c6 cho dén 30 ndm sau khoéng phai nhat. Pay
khoéng phai la Dai hoc Van Hanh clia mét x&¢ s& Phat giao ma hinh anh t bi cia Nhw
Lai hoa nhap v&i con dwéng di tim kién thire. B6 t6i khdng con 1a 6ng gido manh khanh
mang kinh can gidng day van chwong Anh cho sinh vién. Tir Merchant of Venice cho
dén A Farewell to Arms. Ong khoéng con say swa day dich Viét-Anh thé nao cho hay, tir
Doc Budng ctia Thanh Tam Tuyén dén Mai Thao, Nhirng Vi sao ctia Diéu. Ong dirng
trwéc bang den lac 16ng, cdm nhirng tAm bich chuong 6ng viét tay, nan nét, danh ti,
tinh tlr, theo may cai phwong phap 1 té ctia gido duc song ngi (billingual education).
Téc dng bét diu thwa. Mat 6ng 1& d& sau cap kinh. Hai ma xé& xubng theo tubi gia. Ong
dirng d6, nhuwng ciing van phan trdng bang den. Phan trang, bang den deo dudi 6ng cho
dén hét cudc doi.

Co mét dira tré nguoi M&, khoadng 14 tudi, khi khong ndi hirng thdi cai keo cao su vao
bd t6i, chiéc bong béng bay ngang khéng khi, “dau” lai trén san bay la cubn sb tay cla
bd t6i. Dira tré la Ién:

--“Dr. Dwong!”

N6 &n keo nhw vay dau cé nghia né 1a hién twong Bay Thu Trwéc Bang Pen ctia Duyén
Anh! N6 chi 1a dra tré nha nghéo hoc trwdng thi t, né thich gi la lam néy. Theo ban
nang tw nhién. Trong méi trwdng thi tér nay, khéng co cai khudn khd né nép goi 1a van
héa gido khoa thw ngay xwa ctia bd téi. Cla hoc trd Tran Quy Cap, Pong Khanh, Petrus
Ky...Céi van héa clia mét |&p nguwoi biét chap tay, “Thwa Thay, con dill!”

Chac vi nghi nhw thé nén b t6i, cwong vi cia mét nha gido duc lwu dong, khdng cé vé
gi gian div. Ong quay lai cwdi véi dira nhd. Néi theo kiéu ndm na ctia ba ndi toi, nom
6ng “lanh nhw But.” Thang bé chang thém nai xin 16i. Ong dwa tay vét cai bong bong
trén cudn sb. Toi lang ngudi. Bb t6i, ngudi gido sw nwdc Viet Nam Cong Hoa ngay xua,
ctia khudn vién dai hoc, gio phut nay bi bién thanh mét nha gilr tré bat dac dr.

Pén gio ra choi, b toi di vao phong giao su, n90| canh nhirng ddng nghiép néi giong eo
éo mién Nam. Ong an mleng banh mi cha lua, udng lon stra dau nanh, nho nhe chép
miéng theo kiéu Viét Nam bén ngan ndm van hién. T6i xin cdm on cong déng Viét Nam
hai ngoai da dem cha lua v&i stva dau nanh vao nwéc Mi rong 1&n duw thiva chat dam tw
hamburgers cho dén rib eye... Cha lya v&i sira dau nanh cho bira an trua cua bd toi.



Trong mw®i tam nam, ngay nao ciing mét menu dé.

DPém hém &y, téi, Dwong Thi Nhw Hoai An tirc Ann Dwong, con gai dau long clia mét
éng gido Viét Nam, trén troc khéng ngl dwoc. Toi nhé dén mot vat s& hivu bb t6i da co
va da méat. Téi nhé dén chiéc phong cdm cuia bd t6i. Nhuw tdi d& ndi, bb tdi c6 tinh quen
swu tAm, lwu trie, it khi phé thai mot vat s& hiru ndo. Bang chirng 1a 6ng van gilr cai cap
da dau tién trong cong vu day hoc 6ng mua tai Saigon hdi cubi nam 1955 tridre khi 1én
dwong ra mieén Trung day hoc, nhéat 1a cai bd dd “bdn tui” kiéu “ki gia” éng mang theo tw
1975. D6 la cai “mdt” mot thoi ciia bd t6i.. Nhiéu 1an, |G con phai la 16i doi tdy chay bd dé
ong khai 16i bd d6 ¢b 16 si ra mac.

Gilra dém tdi, t6i chot hiéu ra Taéi hiéu roi, hiéu cai méat mat cda bd téi. Cai dau khé mo
hé clia t6i hém nay bat dau tir hinh anh chiéc phong cam thoi tho 4y CHIEC PHONG
CAM CUA BO TOlI... Khi t6i bat dau co tri nhé thi bo t6i da co chiéc phong cam &y. B6
t6i mat nd vao nam 1964, trong nhirng ngay Hué séi néi xudng dwong.

*k*k

Dau ndm 1963, t6i 1&n sau, thi bd tdi tir Phap vé&. Ong di du hoc tr hdi t6i ba tudi. Khong
c6 bd bén canh, t6i sbng trong khéng khi quay quan bén ho ngoai. Ngay éng vé nuérc,
ong la mét hinh anh xa la. Ong manh khanh, mat hoi tw ly. Téi nhin 6ng ma hoi so so.
Nhirng ngay & Phap vé&, 6ng khéng vui, c6 |1& vi thoi cudc. Con bé Hoai An & tudi tho dai
do, bén bat ddu mét céng trinh nghién ctru qui md. Téi quyét dinh nghién ctru bb toi.
Viéc dau tién toi nhan xét 1a nhirng cau néi clia ngwdi nha. Ti du, ba va bao: "Ong Tay
qua," "Tdi ngay 6ng nghe dia hat." Nhirng tiéng hat trong vat, ngdn ngi¥ xa la. Sau nay
I&n 1&n, qua Mi, t6i md&i biét d6 la dia hat nhac kich My Fair Lady 6ng mua t& Luan Dén.
Theoi gian sinh séng & Nivu U'dc, t6i van ludn tw hoi biét dau sy say mé am nhac va san
khau cua toi da bat dau vai tiéng ca trong vat tir cai dia hat cha bd t6i ngay do.

| could have sung all night

| could have sung all night

All night

Va tiéng hat vat 1én, ngan dai, cao ngét:

All night...

Trong day pho Nguyen Trwong TO O xt Hué ém dém, chi nha t6i la cé cai dia hat quay
vong vong. B t6i cam cai can nhe nhang dét 1én dia hat, rdi cai dia quay vong vong, va
tiéng hat xa la trong vat bay ra to cai hop. Téi nghi theo ba vi: "Sao ma né Tay thé!"
Ngoai cai may hat, ba va con néi b tdi mac "4o toi" di trong nha. Téi di theo nhin bb t6i,
thay ba va néi dung. Bb t6i khdng méac ba ba trdng cé khuy cai nhw 6ng ngoai t6i. B6 toi
mac cai 4o thung thinh cot day ngang lwng, twong tw nhw cai 4o dam dai dén chan (sau
nay toi m&i biét do 1a cai robe de chambre). Ba vii bao: "Tay oi la Tay! On & 16 méc do
toi di trong nha!" T6i ciing mudn bat chwéc bd toi "méc 4o toi" di vong vong trong nha
nhw thé. Ba va bao: "Hoai An oi, di I&m. Birng bao gi& bt chwéc cha mil"

Sau dé bb téi con vé tranh, dng hay di vé véi hoa si Hiéu Dé. Ong nay hay xoa dau toi
rat lau. Téi con nhé 6ng ta co cap mét kinh rat day.Trong nhirng tranh cla bé téi, cé mét
tAm c6 cai thuyén treo ngwoc. Téi khong hiéu tai sao cai thuyén lai treo ngwoc, lam sao
cheo duoc trong nhirng ngay nwdc dang ngép Bap Da hoac béo lut & mién Trung? Toi
héi me t6i. Me t6i cling khong hleu b ti vé& cai gi? Chi co blrc tranh Thanh Néi ¢c6 réu
xanh, twéng nau la tdi thay gibng ngoai doi.

C& nhw vay, con bé Hoai An, 1&n sau, nghéch mat nhin nguwdi bd xa la, quan sat va suy
tw.

R&i bb t6i dem sach Phap ra day tdi hoc: “C est une chaise... C est le chévre de Mr.
Seguin...” Sao ma chan qua! Thém cai man phai day sém, tam rlra, thay 4o, ubng siva
(mot viéc ma toi rat ghét), rdi leo lén xe dap cho bd téi déo dén truwdng Jeanne d Arc tap



dan. Tap dan thi cling dwoc di, nhwng t6i khong muén tap theo Méthode de Rose. Toi
mudn danh mo bai “Nhirng D6i Hoa Sim, 6i nhirng dbi hoa sim tim chiéu hoang bién
biét” theo kiéu Phwong Dung, con nhan trdng Go Céng. So Thanh Tam ma biét duwoc sé
khé tay tdi dau diéng. T6i khong biét thd than véi ai vé& nhirng cai khé chiu ma b toi bat
toi phai trai qua.

Tom lai sw c6 mat ctia b téi lam cudc doi toi bi xao tron. Toi khéng con dwoc ngu
chung giwdng véi me t6i. Tdi phai ngl giwdng ngoai, loai giwéng gb danh cho con nit.
Téi van vai Troi Phat cho éng di du hoc thém moét 1an niva thi d& qua! Van vai xong, toi
rén rén ghé tai vao ctra phong nghe bd me téi ndi chuyén. Bb t6i hay doc thoai néi “ram
ram” Me tdi ngoan ngo&n ngdi nghe nhuw tin dd nghe kinh. Ba va bao, “Giéng nguoi
dién. On hoc gidi qua, hoa dién!”

Sau nay khi I&n 1&n, dwoc yéu va mong méi dwoc ngwdi yéu thong hiéu, tdi méi cam
nhan dwoc thé nao Ia ndi budn khi phai n6i mét minh, va khi phai nghe ngudi khac noi
vi bdn phan.. Bé thwong x6t cho cudc tinh va hén nhan ctia bd me tdi. Mt ngwdi noi,
mot nguwdi nghe. Phai chi cv nhw nguwdi tlr hanh tinh khac dén, truyén théng bang tw
twdng. Nhin bang mét, hiéu nhau ngay. Thi tinh trwdng d& dau budn, chat vat. Va nhan
duyén do cay déng doan trrong vi nguoi ta khdng hiéu dwoc nhau.

Thé nhwng tudi 1én sau bé dai, t6i thay chuyén bé téi “doc kinh” cho me tdi nghe mét
chiéu la diéu vira ky quac, vira hao hirng.

C6 lan tdi nghe bé téi doc mét doan van cho me tdi nghe, t6i thay rat la lung, va két luan
chac la bd toi dién dung nhw ba v noi. Toi ké lai véi ba v, bd t6i néi gi vé con lira, vé
vl tru cé dd dac 16n ngén. Ba vu lé luwdi, khuyén toi sau 1&n lo 1ay chéng dirng c6 hoc
giéi lam chi. Va nhét 1a ché c6 di Tay. Sé dién giéng bb toi.

*k*k

Ba muwoi bdn ndm sau, ngdi & Niru Uéc, nhin ra vom troi day anh dién, t6i doc lai mot
doan van cua bd toi viét & Hué nhan dip 6ng xem tranh ctia hoa si Binh Cwdng. M6t vai
nam trwdc bién cb 1975, 6ng dem bai binh luan &y quay ronéo cho sinh vién Van Khoa
Sai Gon dich ra tiéng Anh. Thei tho 4u hién vé, tdi m&i nhé ra d6 1a doan van t6i da
nghe l6m ngay xwa qua khung ctra phong cua bd me toi:

“Trong v try, suc vat, dd dac, nguwoi nggm 16n ngdn, nhirng vé cong thtre ctrng ngéc,
réng tuéch, dap blra ra toan chét liéu chét, u li, dac sét; nhirng cai dau gb loc coc mua
nhay trén dwdng, nhitng tredng thanh goc canh i Ii chén 16i; nhirng xe ¢d, ban ghé, cay
kho tinh vat dap U ngd xom; dat rac teng déng sat mii clra nha, bit kin céng 16. ‘Nhirng
cai clrng ngéc, 16n ngon, tri don 4y lam nghé st di mot buwdc 1a dung, 1a da, 1a vap cham
dd moi chwéng vat. Ay 1a cai thé gii hinh thé hién thuc bda kin nghé si, mudn bo-séat-
hoa than phan nghé si. N6 bao: may lam con Iiva kéo gb di. N6 ho: cui dau xudng, udn
dudi lén. Thé gidi hinh thé hién thuc vong than nghé si bang dua kiéu phinh pho. N6
chap canh gb cho nghé si bay vao thé gi&i lang man, trdng sao may nwéc. N6 gat nghé
sT vao vl tru &n twong mu, lung linh bang bac. Réi, rat bién chirng, né da dit nhirng tam
hén nghé si dich thuec...

T6i khong tw héi Binh Cwdng da di vao triru twong thé nao ? Cai d6 chang quan hé gi
dén ngwdi xem tranh, di nhién. Sy hién hiru cla triru twong Pinh Cwdng, t6i s8n nhin
né trong hinh anh mét bt pha..."

Doc doan van cla b6 t6i viét trén ba thap nién, t6i giat minh s hai. Téi khéng nght 1a b
t6i viét vé tranh Dinh Cwdng. Ma 6ng viét vé chinh minh. V& con mat nhin tranh. Ong da
thay t6i viét vé than phan con ngudi Cai tinh tri thirc va nghé si trong mét méi trwong
tan bao doi héi sy bt pha. Dwong nhw co s tién tri. Poan van ngén nay ap dung duwoc
vao khung canh ctia mét Sai Gon nhan man quay cudng trong kinh-té-thi-trudng-xa-hoi-
chd-nghia ngay nay, vao ngay ca cai thanh phd Niru U'dc nay trwde thé ki hai muoi



mét. Cai khodng cach khac biét gitra Cong San va Tw Ban, Mi, A, trong ki nguyén méi
(New Age) bién mét trong doan van cua bb t6i. Ca hai bén déu co6 nhirng con Iira kéo gb
va su bit pha trong ctia tdm hén nghé st dbi véi méi trwdng va sire ép chung quanh.
Ri t6i rung minh tw hdi, ndm 1965, khi viét 1&én nhirng dong trén, bé tdi cé biét chang
dlra con gai nhé dau Iong ctia minh, trén ba mwoi ndm sau, cadm thay né 1a con lira
trong vong quay t&i tap clia xa hoi Mi. Goldman Sachs da vo hiéu héa nhirng ngon tay
cua toi, khong tha cho ngon tay t6i mém mai vé& v&i phim trang dwong cam. O tudi gan
bon muoi, t6i mong cam but dé thay thé phim trdng dwong cdm. Téi ngam ngui hiéu ra
rang trong can ban bd con téi gibng nhau. Chung t6i, qua hai béi canh, hai thoi diém
khac nhau, & tudi trung nién déu mang tam trang clia nhirng con liva kéo gé.

Thé nhwng trong nhitng ngay thang & Hué ndm 1965 khi bé tdi viét nhirng dong trén thi
bd con tdi khdng ndi chuyén véi nhau. BS me Viét Nam thdi do khéng dén gan con nit,
t6i t6i phai doc truyén cho con nghe nhw b6 me & M thoi nay. Sy twong dong vé tam
trang con Itra, vé than phan con nguoi va kiép lwu day cta tdm hon nghé si, phai ba
muwoi bén ndm sau td6i méi nhan thay

Tuy nhién, t3i xin tam s v6i doc gid mot chi tiét rat quan trong trong quang doi tho 4u
cua t6i. Khodng thdi gian 1964-65, & phd Nguyén Trwong To, Hué, bé con téi c6 ndi
chuyén v&i nhau. M6t cude néi chuyén tham lang qua chiéc phong cam. Tiéng dan
phong cam cla b6 t6i. Cong cudc nghién ctru vé ngudi bb ciia bé Hoai An co khic nay
la tha vi nhéat.

*k*k

Chiéc phong cam clia bé t6i. Téi con nhé rd mdn mot. N6 dep vo cung. Nhirng phim
trdng nho nhé mau nga, duc ma lai sang bong. Mau nga con dep hon nhirng thé xam
hwdng diém son cla ba ngoai téi. Nhirtng phim den nam thang déu dan ciing sang bong
nhw rang hat huyén ctia nguwdi dep Béc Ninh xwa. O gitra nhirng phim trdng véi nhirng
phim den 14 mét khodng huyén bi. Nhirng nép xép kéo di kéo lai, co vao, gian ra, huyén
hoac va 16i cudn!

Trong céng cudc nghién clru vé bd t6i tr ngay 6ng & Paris vé nwdc, ngay budi du toi
da cha y dén chiéc phong cdm. Budi chiéu khi di hoc & Jeanne d Arc vé, t6i hay bét gap
bd t6i dirng danh dan bén ctra sb trong troi mwa phun xir Hué. M&t 6ng cham chu
khong gidng ai, méi chu lai mét cach rat say swa, vi 6ng phai tap trung tinh than ma “tha
hén vao am diéu.” Nhirng ngén tay nhip nhang bAm phim, hai ban tay kéo ra kéo vé, cai
dan nam trén nguc bb téi lac Iw theo am diéu. Téi thich bé tdi danh dan, ly do gian di 1a
vi 6ng ham danh dan khoéng bat budc t6i hoc tiéng Phap, “C est une chaise...C est le
chévre de Mr. Seguin,” mét diép khuc vé cung nham chan.

Xin lwu y déc gia, b téi khong phai la mét nhac si. Tiéng dan cla 6ng ¢6 luc ré ré, co
lic ém &i mé ly, tly theo cai hirng nghé s clia bé t6i. Ong ciing khéng phai 1a ca si, du
c6 lic dng hat ong dng theo tiéng dan. Thé nhuwng tiéng dan tiéng hat cta bé tdi da tao
dwng nén repertoire nhirng ban nhac Viét d4u tién ma tdi wa thich mai cho dén bay glcy.
(Bai Nhung DPéi Hoa Sim khong ké, d6 1a két qua cla s tuyén truyénn va tdy néo cua
ba vu t6i, von mang tam hén rat binh dan hoc vu)

Thu& 4y, Trinh Céng Son, mét thanh nién ém o, deo kinh can 1a hang xom cua chung
t6i. Trinh Cong Son vira lam xong bai Loi Buon Théanh. Céi da diét, G é cta Loi Bubn
Thanh can phai dwoc dién ta bang tiéng sac-x6-phon. Khong co kén b toi xai d& chiéc
phong cAm. Téi thudc ldng L&i Budn Thanh tir d6.

“Chiéu Cha Nhat budn,

nam trong cdn gac diu hiu

Oi tiéng hat xanh xao ctia mét bubi chiéu

Ban bé r&i xa chan chiéu



O hay minh van cb liéu ....”

Mai vé sau, ndm ba muwoi hai tudi, téi bat dau dé lai téc dai thng dudt. (Trwdc do, toi
ubn quan theo kiéu Donna Summers cho thién ha Iam téi la ngwdi Nam My. Tai xin thu
thwe tdi cling c6 tinh than "vong ngoai" nhw vai ngudi cung x& s& véi toi, thich &n bo
hon nwéc mam). C6 1an, véi mai téc nhw thé, t6i mac do gypsy dau mi-cré dwdi téc, gap
ngwdi lai ma rén ri Loi Budn Thanh theo kiéu jazz, kiéu blue trwdc dam thwe khach My.
Ho mai ham an, khong ai d& y xem téi hat cai tiéng nwéc non gi. Duéi anh deén, trong
khéi thubc ctia mét quan &n nhé & Adams Morgan, Washington, DC, t6i nhé lai nhirng
budi chiéu mwa x&r Hué, bé téi dirng trAm ngadm bén khung clra ma dém tiéng mua, cai
dan phong cam deo & nguc. T6i, vira m&i dé lai toc dai thang dudt theo kiéu Viét Nam,
chot vt cai mi-cro di, ma hat gao cho qua khtv, cho chiéc phong cam cuia bb toi:

Chiéu Cha Nhat budn, lang nghe gi6 di Ve..

Chiéu Chu Nhat budn, lang nghe gio di ve..

Gi6 dwa t6i vé can phd Nguyen Trwong T9, Hue noi ma Trinh Céng Son viét Loi Budn
Thanh, va bb téi da ding chiéc phong cam ndi lén Loi Budn Thanh. Hét Loi Budn
Thanh, chiéc phong cam clia bé tdi lai ni non diéu nhac Pham Duy. Va khi khon 1&n t6i
mai biét rang trong ky trc t6i, nhivng am diéu nay di ddi véi cap mat Son Tay cda bb t6i,
cap mat Son Tay cla chét tho Quang Diing.

Ai c6 nghe tiéng hat hanh quan xa

Ma khéng nhé thwong ngudi me gia

Ch¢& con luc dém khuya

Nguwo&i con da ra di vi nwéce

Nho thwong con oan thu loai giac kia

Luc xa nhau mong ch& ngay chién thang

Bong dang ngudi hung anh

V& &m liiy tre xanh

Khi khén 1&n, t6i 1an than suy nghi. Lam sao chiéc phong cdm Tay phwong d6, xuét than
tr nwéc Y, lai co thé dem tdi dén vai ndi rivng Viét Béc, véi con ngudi Quang Diing, véi
tiéng hat hanh quan xa, néu khéng cé tam hdn rung cdm cla bb t6i va sy déng diéu
trong mau huyét gitra bb con t6i. Nhirtng ndm d9, téi chang biét gi hét, chi biét yéu thich
cach b téi lac I, cai dan kéo ra kéo vao, va am diéu da diét cta tiéng dan.

Va dé 1a cach hai bb con t6i néi chuyén véi nhau, qua chiéc phong cam, trwdc khi toi
biét thé nao 1a than phan con nguwi tré thanh con Iira kéo géb....

Chao o1, téi thwong x6t lam sao tiéng phong cam cla bb t6i!

*k%

Khéng ndi ngoa véi doc gia, téi tw hao minh 1a con bé {“théng minh vén s&n tinh trei...”
Vi la con nha gido, t6i biét doc nam lén bbn. Va & tudi 1én sau, t6i da rat khoa hoc trong
cong trinh nghién clru vé b téi. Téi luc loi trong cai rwong ci, tim thay théng tin ba cua
éng héi 6ng hoc trwéng Budi, Ha Noi. Trang dau théng tin ba cé nhirng dong chi sau
day:

Tén ho hoc sinh: Dwong Quéc Ngi»

Qué quan: Son Tay

Tén cha/hoac giam ho: Duwong Qudc Nho

Nghé nghiép: Lam rudng

B6 tdi d6, mot thiéu nién, con cu Téng Nho, t6 tién Iap than ti» ddng rudng lang Bun,
mién B&c, phia tay thanh Thang Long ctia nwéc Viét Nam hinh chiv S. T tién toi tir doi
Tran da quen nghé cay rudng lay théc ban nudi con cai di hoc.

Dién hinh la 6ng ndi t6i, cu Tdng Nho, nudi dan con trai &n hoc, dang gao nudi quan cho
Viét Minh danh Phap dé réi tré thanh nan nhan ctia cudc cai cach ruéng dat bat nguén



tlr bén Tau véi 6ng lanh tu quai g& Mao Trach Béng.

Nam 1993, Goldman Sachs, Merril Lynch, Bank of America, cung bao nhiéu co’ quan
kinh tai quéc té khac td chirc mét cudc du hanh cac nwéc dang phat trién & A Chau dé
nghién ctru van dé thiét lap thj trwdng chirng khoan theo kiéu kinh té thi trwdng. Toi
cling xach cap di theo. Cudc vién du nay cho t6i co dip vé tham Ha Noi. Toi thué xe di vé
Ha Tay, cung v&i hai ddng nghiép nguoi Anh vi hiéu ky ma tinh nguyén di véi toi. Toi di
vé lang Bun, ddi mat tron 1én, la lung, bd ngd.

Toi dirng bén be dé nhin nhirng mau rudéng nho nhd, gitra ruéng cé nhirng ngdi md nam
trong nwéc. Toi nhin con bo, gay oi 1a gay

Con bd Viét Nam, né gay ciing nhw bd téi gay trong tAm hinh chup nam 1954. R6i toi
nhin cai xe bo, cai xe bod Viét Nam coc kéch cudi thé ky hai mwoi. Va téi nhin hai nguoi
dan ba dirng tat nwéc con gay 6m hon con bod. Téi tim ra ngdi md clia c¢d t6i, chi rudt bd
t6i, chét tré trong cudc chién tranh Viét Phap. Ngbi md nam gitra rudng. Toi nghf thit
xwong tb tién toi da tan vao dét, tir 6 moc 1én nhirng hat gao “xuét khau” cta Viét Nam.
Khi &n hat gao xuét khau, t6i co bao gi®’ nghi la dang &n thit xwong cua td tién tdi? Toi
nglra mat Ién trdi tim virng may trang. Xa xa kia la séng Da, nti Tan ctia Nguyén Khéc
Hiéu. Pau day 1a nét “voi voi budn Tay Phwong” clia Quang Diing. Téi méi mat nhin cho
ra mot nét quen thudc nao do, Idng nghe cho thay “tiéng hat hanh quan xa” va tw héi:
noi chdn nay cé yéu téi khéng, hay dang nhin téi xoi méi, t6i con nguwdi di vé qué cha
trén doi gidy ReBox?..

Ri t6i dirng nhin con dwérng hep day 6 ga. Ngdi xe téi clr va bén nay, cham bén kia
gitra hai ddng nghiép ngu®i Anh to Ién. Téi nhin sang bén kia dwéng la "Nghia Trang
Liét ST Xa Phung Thwong Trong Cudc Chién Tranh Chéng My.” Bén nay duéng 1a
"Quan Thit Ché Thom Ngon." Bay,Con Bwong Cai Quan ctia Pham Duy tir ai Nam
Quan dén mii Ca Mau, con dwdng ma ba ndi tdi da dodi nén 14 di bd dwdi néng chang
chang trén ra Ha Noi ngay 6ng ba ndi toi bd lang vé Nam dé tranh tham trang Déu T6
bia Chu.

Téi nhéc di nhac lai nhw ngwdi mat hdn véi hai ddng nghiép:

--“Sao ma n6 nhd thé, con dwdng nay, dong rudng nay, dwdng chan troi nay!” (How
come everything is so small ?)

--“Ong ndi t6i bi két tdi. dia chu vi c6 chut ddng rudng nay sao ?” (My grandfather got a
death sentence because of these little paddies?)

Hai nguwdi ddng nghiép nhan vai, khéng néi. Téi khéng nghe tiéng linh hén co tdi dén
chao trong gié. Quanh téi chi c6 hai déng nghiép ngwdi Anh im Iang déng nhin.

Tét ca khong gibng nhw tri t6i twdng twong. Khi téi da quen nhin xa 16 thénh thang cla
nwdc My, nhirtng viron tdo ménh mong & lllinois, nhirng virdn cam bat ngat & Florida.
T6i cv hdi di héi lai, 6ng t6i suyt niva bi dan ra dinh lang chiu dau tb chi vi it mau rudng
nay w? Trong bao nhiéu ndm nghe 6ng ba t6i ké chuyén, khéng hiéu sao t6i ct twdng
twong rudng dat phai bao la cd bay thang canh nhw tiéu bang Arizona. Phai nhiéu l1am,
I&n 1am thi méi bj t6 dia cha chir?

Bay gi® sau chuyén vé tham dé, t6i mai biét thé ndo 1a sw nho nhd, con con, nhw céi
nuwéc Viét Nam trén ban dé thé gidi, nhw cai sé phan nho nhd, con con ctia con bo, cla
céi xe bo, clia hai ngudi dan ba tat nwéc. Ngay ca dén rudng dét phi nhiéu da gay nén
cai an dia chi cho 6ng ba ndi t6i cling nho nhd, con con. Cai thdm khéc ctia nhan loai lai
nam & trong nhirng gi nho nhd, con con?

*k%k

Trong cong trinh nghién ctru vé bd toi nam 1én sau, toi bat gap tam anh 4 x 6 clia mot
cau con trai, dan trén thong tl'n,ba. Cau c6 hai con mat dai, xech nhv mot nét myre tau
sac sao. Khi lén [én, t6i m&i hiéu dé la cap mat Son Tay da lam x6t xa Iong Quang



Diing. Bén noi tdi, da sd déu cé cdp mat dé. Ngay ca nhirng dira em ho sinh sau dé
mudn lam céng dan My, lot lbng me trong nha thwong My, cling mang vao Hop Chung
Quéc Hoa Ky cap mat Son Tay cua nui rivng Viét Bac va hon tho Quang Diing.

Me téi ké trong thoi gian hoc trwéng Budi, bé téi theo hoc phong cAm véi mét 6ng cb
dao. R6i mua dan cta éng. D6 1a tiéu st chiéc phong cAm ctia bd t6i. N6 xuét than tir
nwéc Y, du nhap vao Ha Néi diu thap nién 50.

Khi di cw vao Nam, 6ng ba t6i di trwde, bd t6i 1a nguoi cudi cung roi Ha Noi vao Nam.
B toi dap xe Itra tir Ha Noi xudng Hai Dwong, réi dap xe dap tir Hai Dwong xudng Hai
Phong. B6 t6i dé cay dan ghi-ta, thém cai phong cAm lén xe dap ma dap. Trén dwong di,
ong ban mét cai ghi-ta. Ban luén dbi giay da. Nhung khong ban chiéc phong cam. Bb toi
lén tau bay vao Nam, c6 chiéc phong cdm ma khoéng coé dbi gidy che got. T6i muwong
twong cau con trai co cap mat Son Tay dap xe dap, déo theo chiéc phong cam, nhirng
vong banh xe cling giong nhw nhixng vong banh xe b téi dap ché t6i di hoc dwong cam
& Hue.

Chiéc phong cam theo cau trai tré I1&n may bay tir Hai Phong vao Sai Gon. Réi vao trai
sinh vién. B6 t6i sdng nghéo & mién Nam ma di hoc trong kiép di cw. Chiéc phong cam
luén ludn di theo 6ng nhw mét tinh nhan yéu kiéu, chung thay,.

R&i bd t6i ra Hoi An, day trwdng Tran Quy Cap, van khw khw gilr cai phong cdm. Téi ra
ddi trong tinh yéu ctia bé me va dwoc tang cho cai tén Duong Thi Nhw Hoi An, dé& danh
d4u thanh phé noi bé me t6i da gdp nhau. Sau nay me tdi ddi thanh Duong Thi Nhuw
Hoai An dé tranh diu nang trong t&n con gai. Ngay me tdi 8m téi tlr bénh vién vé nha,
chéc la cai phong cAm dirng nhin dau d, ma téi thi nham tit mat nhw moi tré so' sinh
khéac.

R&i bd t6i di Phap. Khw khw dem cai dan theo. Me téi phan nan: “O bén Ay thiéu gi dan,
vay ma cha con ciling dem né theo cho dwgc.” Me con chung tdi & nha, chlr cai dan thi
di Phap theo bb t6i.

*k%k

Co6ng cudc nghién ctru vé bd téi nam t6i 1én sau tudi van tiép tuc subt thdi gian 1964-65.
Téi kiém thay birc hinh den trang b tdi ngdi bén lan can can phong sinh vién & dai hoc
xa |au bon. Paris trai rong dwdi chan. B6 toi gay nhw cay tam, ngoi 6m chiéc phong
cam gac hai chan I&n lan can mau den, nom rat thoai mai va rat “hip.” T6i nhin brc hinh
4y ma mo woc sau nay minh ciing di du hoc Paris va cling ngdi gac chan 1én lan can
nhin xudng thanh phé. (Téi dau ngd réng, sau nay Ién Ién t6i lam mét cude du hoc
trwong ky...).
R&i thi cai dan theo b t6i vé nudc. Va toi gép nd & can phd Nguyén Trudng T, Hué.
Lan nay thi téi thoi khéng nhdm tit mét nhw mét tré so sinh niva.
T6i nhé mai bubi chiéu mwa phun x& Hué. Téi trén bd toi (t6i thwdng hay choi trd “trén
tim”) sau birc man ctra phong khach. B6 t6i danh dan xong thi d& né trén ghé. Thé 1a toi
nhay tén ra. T6i drng man mé, sd mé cai dan. Téi bam thir, sao dan khéng ra tiéng? Toi
khé né tim cach deo no vao cb. Téi say mé, nang niu né. Oi tiéng hat hanh quan xa voi
nhirng chiéu Chu nhat buén khéng nang trong can nha ndng ham hap lang nghe gid di
vé! Ai xui khién cho cai dan nay lam moc chat nghé si trong t6i! D& ba mwoi bén nam
sau téi tr bd Goldman Sachs? Téi mubn 8m né 1én dé du dwa nhw bd t6i. Nhwng nang
qua. Cr thé nay thi néu tdi khong té, cai dan ciing sé té.
Béng bb tdi bwdc vao. Téi so mudn khéc vi bi bét qua tang, twéng rang sé bi don.
Nhung khong, nét mat bo t6i binh than, d6i mat Son Tay nhw hai vét myc tau sac nét.
D6 1a luc 6ng thay téi bé qua khéng bé ndi chlec phong cam. Ong quyét dinh dem t6i di
gdp So Thanh Tam dé xin hoc dan dwong cam.
Tw hém d6, sang nao éng ciing goi téi day s&m, bat udng sira, thay vay dam. Roi ché
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xe dap dwa t6i dén trwerng Jeanne d Arc hoc dan...
Chung qui cling bé&i tai cai phong cam cla bo toi.

*k*k

Ban doc ¢ tin rang cai chét khong két liéu doi ngwdi, vi phan hon con di vé dau do. Bai
thé me tdi clr cing té tién dng ba, bat tdi thap nhang ma lay. Nguwdi Viét Nam chung ta
tho linh hdn nhirng ngwdi than da chét.

N&m 1én sau, t6i tw hdi vat vo tri chét di cé con phan hén vat vwdng hay khong. Nam
1964, chiéc phong cAm gap tdi, réi nd mét di. Va téi thac méc mai phan linh hén ctia né
di dau ? Va t6i thap nhang cing né duwoc khong?

X Hué khéng phai la x& yén binh. Cai yén binh cla Hué chi la yén binh gia tao. Nhirng
nam 1963-65, Hué la mét ngon Itra cach mang hirng hwe, s8n sang birng chay Tir chua
Tw Dam. D6 1an dau tién trong doi t6i dwoc nghe danh tir “cach mang.”

T&i phai I6n hon méi hiéu dwoc cdn ban clta van dé. Néu cé Cach Mang, thi lam gi cé
Hoai An? Ma da cé Hoai An thi khdng cé Cach Mang. Tir ndm 1én sau, & thanh phd Hué
budn ngu Ay, téi chwa du tri tué dé hiéu thé nao 1a dau tranh, nhung t6i d@ mwong
twong mot diéu gi ghé so. Rang téi sinh ra trong mét x(r s& cé nhiéu van dé. Nhirng van
dé 4y & ngoai tam tay t6i, nhwng ching tao nén dinh ménh cua téi, nhw lwdi gidng, nhw
con l6¢ kéo théc toi vao.

DAu hiéu bat an dau tién la ngay Phat Ban. M6t ngay vui mrng téi va cac em t6i mong
méi dé dwoc xem xe hoa. Thé nhwng me t6i cAm khong cho ching tdi di xem. Xe hoa di
ngang nha toi, me t6i khong cho ching t6i ghé dau ra xem. Bdo nguy hiém. Chang toi
van thay duoc twong Phat ding trén toa sen trdng ndn, tay chi lén trei. Nom Phat bu
bam dé thwong. Em téi bdo: "Sao Phat gibng em bé qua!"

Chi mét lic sau xe hoa vira di khuéat, ba vi da chay vao thi tham, “Céng an giut sup xe
hoa rdi, Phat d6.” T6i cho rang dé 1a chuyén kinh khing. Cai gi db thi d, chir Phat lam
sao db dwoc. Diéu ghé so khing khiép nhat, mot sy 1at d6 nao d6 ngoai tAm tay nhirng
nguwdi dan binh thwdng, da bat dau am anh toi.

Thwong thwdng me téi hay cho chung t6i di chua T Bam. Nhwng nam dé, chung toi
khéng dwoc Ién chua, mac du toi thich 1én chua dé dwoc mua: “Mét hdom, mot hdm
moéng mot dén chua, cung me di 18 Phat, dang vai hoa sen.” Ba vu thi thAm, “Hoai An o,
lén chua thi cong an bat!” Téi nin bat vi so.

Bén canh nhirng cai diéu b4t an do, bd t6i van kéo phong cdm dé néi chuyén véi tdi qua
Tiéng Hat Hanh Quan Xa va Loi Bubn Thanh.

*k%

Thué &y, t6i khong biét mat nhivng nguwdi ban van nghé ctia bd t6i, tir hoa s7 Dinh
Cuong cho dén nha van Doan Quéc Si. Tai chi nhé ¢cd mot ngudi. D6 la cha M., mét
nhac si. Téi rat yéu cha M. Cha 8y vui tinh va budn cwdi 1dm. Ca nha ai cling yéu mén
chu M. Trtr ba vu:

--“On n& 1a nhém cach mang chdng Can Lao d6 Hoai An oil. On nha ni ma c giao du
hoai la ngay cau Céan t&i chat dau.”

Ba vu noi chi ghé qua. Toi héi Céan Lao la gi? Ba vu bao Can Lao la cau Can dé. Toi hoi
cau Cén la ai? Cé gibng chi M. khédng? Ba vi néi: “Con ni ngu qua. N6i tdm bay coi
chirng bi chat diu. Hay chét kiéu Quach Thi Trang.” T6i khéng dam héi ba v Quéach Thi
Trang la ai, toi biét do la mot nguoi da chét. Téi co ngwdi lai vi so.

Trong nhi*ng ngay thang dé, bé téi it ndi, it kéo phong cAm. Cai dan ndm cb don. Thinh
thoang chd M. van ghé choi. Hai ngudi dong clra phong néi chuyén ri rao.

R6i mét hém, chu M. lai ghé tham. B6 t6i méc 4o di theo. Ong d&n me t6i éng sang nha
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chd M. & phia bén kia séng Bén Ngw. Day phé Nguyén Trwdng Td nam bén nay séng.
Bén kia cau 1a nha the Phi Cam. Bén trai nha thd [a mot day nha kiéu Tay rat dep. Mot
trong nhirng can nha dé 1a nha chu M. &. B6 t6i dan gia dinh 1a 6ng sé di kha 1au. Ong di
theo chd M. D4 ra dén ctra, 6ng con quay lai lay chiéc phong cdm. Cai dan di theo 6ng
gua nha chu M.

D6 1a 1an cubi cung t6i nhin thay chiéc dan. Téi linh cdm cai gi khéng hay sé xay ra. Toi
chay theo ndm 4o bd t6i doi di theo. Tdi biu chiéc dan nhw mudn gitr n6 lai.Cha M. ché
giéu t6i con gai hay khoc nhé.

*k%

Téi dém do, t6i dang ngl say thi cé tiéng khoc than, tiéng ba ngoai t6i kéu la. Tiéng
ngudi xén xao ngoai ngd. Nghe dé so Iam. T6i chay ra thang thét. (T do Ion Ién, toi rat
s nhirng khi dang ngu thi bj thirc day vi bién cd)

Toi van con nhé tiéng ngudi néi: “Nha ai chay? Céng an dét nha ai?” Téi nghe me t6i
ntre n&, “Troi Phat oi, phai nha chd M. khéng? Ma oi, anh con & bén nha chd M..Thoi
réi ma oi...”

Toi thAy moi nguwdi dd xo ra ctra. Toi cling chay U ra. Me toi ndm chét tay t6i. Ba van kéu
khoc.

Ong ngoai t6i diém tinh hon. Ong néi, “Da chéc chi dng Ngi» & bén do. Dé ba mac 4o
lén chua. Hay qua dinh cha Thuc héi...” Me téi van dién cubng kéo tay téi va ba ngoai xo
ra duwong.

Dam dong dirng day doc bo séng Bén Ngw bén hong nha t6i. Chi tré xon xao. T6i nhin
qua bén kia song. Ngon Icra ngun ngut chay. Tdi thay bén kia bo sOng co6 bong dang
nhwng nguwoi cam sung. Nguwdi dirng quanh t6i nho to, “Céng an dét truyén don.” Me t6i
ngét xiu. Ba ngoai t6i vat va. Toi kéu khéc khong thanh tiéng. Phia bén kia séng Itra
ngun ngut chay, & dé c6 chu M., bé téi, va chiéc phong cdm. Téi nhin thay 14n dau tién
cai kinh khiing ctia cach mang. Néi dung hon cla bao lwc da dbt Ira cho cach mang.
Do la 1an dau tién tdi thdm hiéu trong tri 6¢ non nét clia minh, t6i sinh ra trong mot dat
nwéc clia nhivng ngwdi dan thich lam cach mang. Cua nhirng ngwdi dan hay mang kiép
tu day. Ly do? Tay, Tau, Nga, My? Cai nghéo, cai cyc, cai nb 1, cai xam lang? Van van
va van van. Truwdc Chuaa béc &i, trwdc Phat tir bi, ching ta cdm sung giét nhau di rdi goi
do la cach mang.

Ong ngoai t6i néi dung. M6t ngay sau b tdi v&. Mét con 4c mong vira qua.

Téi dirng x& ré tim cach l&ng nghe chuy&n nguwdi Ién. (Téi la mot dira nhd rat thich nghe
chuyén ngudi Ion, au do cling la cai nghiép chuwéng cla téi. Co khi téi nghi tw minh la
mat tudi tho' vi cai dau tdi td md wa suy nghi.) Tdi nghe ra dwgc chi M. chay trén 1én
chua. Nha thi chay tan nat. Me va ba ngoai téi dbt nhang khan ban thé ta on t6 tién troi
dat da ctvu bb toi.

Téi dirng trwde clra nha nhin qua bén kia séng. Ngon Itra da tan. Canh twong tiéu diéu
tham hai. Lan dau tién t6i chirng kién sy u am ctia nhirng gi con lai sau mét cudc tan
pha.

Chu M. khong chay. B6 t6i khong chay. Con chiéc phong cdm? Phai chang né chay
gitm cho b va chu M. yéu mén cla t6i? Téi 6a khdc chay vao nha. Me va ba ngoai tOi
con trong con mwng rd, con lo nhang den. Khong ai nght dén chiéc phong cam x4u sb.
Téi nre né trong long bé tdi. Nhwng 6ng nghiém mat cdm khong cho toi khdc. (Nhirng
ngudi bd Viét Nam, ai cling ghét than khéc, cho dén ngay ho gia. Bay gi¢ trong tudi sau
muoi ngoai, bb tdi mau nwdc mét. Thinh thoang la trong mat dé hoe. Mét 6ng hay dé
hoe khi cac con vé tham ri lai di, con lai can nha yén vang vai hai vo chdng thui thii)
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*k%

B4 toi noi Ién diéu ma t6i da biét:

--Cai dan chay trong nha chu M.

To6i vut khdi vong tay clia bé t6i. T6i chay ra dieng trede clra nha nhin séng Bén Ngu.
Tai nghe c6 ngon gid di vé. Chiéu chu nhat budn lang nghe gi6 di vé. Trén ngon gié di
vé, c6 chang linh hodn chiéc phong cam cula bb t6i?

T d6, ban doc cé thé doan ra, bd t6i chéng bao gi¢» kéo phong cdm nira.

*k*k

Ba vu ndi, cach mang thanh cdng va Phat tlr khéi bi dan ap. Téi théi khdng hoc trwdng
Jeanne D Arc niva. T6i ddi vé& trwdng Phu Vinh. Hinh Ngé Téng thdng treo trén twéng bi
ha xudng. Pem ra dap lia. Cach dé khéng bao 1au, Iii tré con ching téi van con hat,
“Toan dan Viét Nam nhé on Ngé Téng théng...”. Sau cach mang, Ong ngoai t6i, mot
cong chirc dui triéu Ngd, nghi viéc vé hwu sém.

Cach mang thanh céng, nhwng twong lai céng danh bé t6i chang sang sta gi hon. C6
ké khong wa bé t6i, 1am nén sy vu lénh dbi bb t6i vao day & Quang Tri, chdn bom dan
chién trwérng. Mat bd t6i cang khd d&m d&m hon. Me t6i day Ddng Khanh. Bb toi vé
Quang Tri, ttre [a vo mét noi, chdng moét nga.

Sang s&m tinh swong, thanh phd Hué nhw c6 swong mu. Ba ngoai t6i 1&n 16i vé lang
dem lén nhirng don cha Hué. Ba ngoai t6i, Qué Hwong, phap danh Tinh Tam, la ngudi
phu ni¥ lam cha Hué, cha tdm ngon nhét thé gi&i. Téi vAn nhé hinh anh ba xwong
xwong, ddi nén bai tho, méc 4o dai van nhung (phu nir Hué cla thoi dai toi biét khong
bwéc ra khdi nha ma khdng mac ao dai.) Trdi t& md sang, ba da hién ra & ctra nha toi,
tay xach cai gié that I&n, dwng khong biét bao nhiéu 1a don cha. Me t6i lang 1& géi tirng
don cha dé bd toi dem di tdng déng nghiép méi & Quang Tri.

“O’ Quéng Tri cling c6 hoc trd,” bb t6i néi. Bb tdi d6, con ngwdi ctia gido khoa thu! Ong
tinh tdo, yén phan, “lanh nhw But” dbi v&i ngwdi doi (chi khd khan véi ngudi trong nha
ma thoi), 6ng vui vé ma di Quang Tri nhan céng vy, khédng phan nan than thé. Theo |
me t6i k&, thi 6ng di nhan viéc rat dang gio. Ong di cuing véi nhivng don cha Hué me toi
goi rat can than dem cho déng nghiép. Ong con dem phong thém nhiéu don cha niva dé
cho hoc trd méi, c6 dra nao ngoan, hoc gidi thi cho né don cha I3y tinh. Oi tinh nghia
giao khoa thu!

Lan nay 6ng di khong co6 chiéc phong cam.

(Mai vé sau khi khon I&n, tdi méi biét nguei da dem bd t6i ra khdi Quang Tri (dé bd me
t6i dwoc tring phung) la gido sw Tran, thoi gian 6ng lam Téng Trwédng Bo Gido Duc bé
Nhi Céng Hoa. Me t6i néi ba van ludn nhé on bac Tran. VAVietna dé nhé on 13 “tiét
muc” van hoa gido khoa thw! Chir & Mi, t6i khdng rd trong sb déng nghiép t6i, ai la ké
nhé on Goldmand Sachs...)

*k%k

Tw d6, khi chiéc phong cAm da chét, bé toi di Quéng Tri, thi tdi lai tré vé 1am dlra tré con
quay quan bén ngoai, dia tré con vang bé.

Cudi nam 1963, con bé Hoai An |én sau nhu gia di. Dau 6c non nét da I mo hiéu thé
nao la sw sup dd ctia mot ché do. Khi ché do sup dd, co thé co sung dng, co Itra chay,
c6 tan clra tan nha, c6 ngwdi phai di trén chay nhw cha M. di trén trong chua, ¢ anh,
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véi hinh, v&i twong da, véi do treo bj dem ra dap bd, xé tan. C6 nhirng sw mat mat tan
gbc ré tam hon nhw cai chét cha chiéc phong cam sau ngay Itra chay. Va t6i 16 mé hiéu
rang, & ché dd nao di nira, con ngudi cling cé thé hai nhau...Nhw viéc bd téi phai tvr gia
gia dinh di Quang Tri. Cai ma chuing ta phai xay dwng la mét noi chén cho ching ta co
hoi dé di tim sw cong bang twong ddi....

*k*k

Muwoi hai nam sau, 1975, tat ca nhirng diéu ma t6i nhan thay ngay Ién sau toi vira liét ké
cho déc gia trén day da xay ra, 1ap lai. Nhw cai cong nghiép ctia mét noi chén, mét dam
dodng. Cai dinh ménh cla t6i. Mot ca nhan nhé bé bj cudn tréi vao dong lich str.

T6i hiéu thau dao. Hiéu nhiéu qua dén ndi mat toi wot va téi nhéi & tim. Chang t6i, tat ca
chung ta, cling nhw cai phong cam. Tréi ndi theo ban tay bé téi rdi chén than & nha cha
M. theo Ilra chay. Ngudi M néi 13, “be in the wrong place, at the wrong time.” Chiéc
phong cadm nam sai chd, & sai ltic. D6i khi tdi phan van tw hdi, néu t6i khéng la nguoi
Viét sinh trwdng & mién Nam, va néu téi khong Ia mét trong may tram ngan nguoi Viét
di tn dau tién dén M, thi dinh ménh cua ti thé nao? Nhw chiéc phong cam, téi la ké
sinh sai chd, & sai noi, hay la ngwdi may man, & ding ché, nam dung noi?

T4t c3, trong vong quay cia lich stv, chi la twong dbi.

*k*k

Khoang mét thang truwé'c ngay Saigon sup dd, chi M. chay & Hué vao, cé ghé tham bd
me t6i nhwng 6ng ba khéng c6 nha. Chu chau téi ndu an véi nhau rat vui vé. Cé ngd dé
la lac chia tay.

Sau khi sang Mi, bd t6i van nhac ngudi ban ci. Ong rat 4n han da khéng gép duoc chi
M. trwére khi di tan. Bao nhiéu ndm & Mi, thinh thodng trong bira an, bd tdi van nhc dén
chi M. Ong khéng hé nhéc t&i chiéc phong cam.

Dén nam 1995 thi co tin chd M. qua Mi, sau khi da di tu cai tao roi 1ap lai cudc doi. Chu
ghé tham bb me t6i & Texas, t6i khdng gép vi t6i & xa. Me t6i bdo lic ndo chu ciing tw
tin, yéu doi, & hoan canh nao ciing cé thé thanh cong hét.

Khi viét nhirng dong nay, t6i van chwa gép lai chd. Khdng biét chi ¢é nhé chuyén chiéc
phong cam cla b6 t6i?

*k%k

Bay gi®, trong nhirng thang ngay vé gia, sap tr gid nghé day hoc dé vé hwu, bb t6i cé 18
khong c6 nhirng ngwoi ban nhw chu M. nira.

Ong hay nhéc t&i nhirng ngwdi hoc trod cii trwdng Tran Quy Cap. Chéc dé 1a mot khoadng
ddi dep trong nghé day hoc cla bb t6i.

Trong nhi*ng ngay da roi Goldman Sachs, ¢6 Ian téi mang bé me di mua sdm. Gap moét
thwong gia chl ctra hang ciing la hoc trd ¢l ctia bd t6i & quan hoc chanh Houston. Vi
thwong gia tay bat m&t mirng, bao rang khach thwéng thi lay gia X., khach déc biét sé
gidm gia tbi da, gia Z. Con thay hoc thi bt 10 phan tram, tic 1a gia Y, gia “& gitva.” Vi
bd t6i 1a thay day, 6ng dwoc hwéng gia gidm hang vira, hang “& gitra.”

Mot 1an khac nam trén ghé dai, tdi thay bd t6i & trén lau di doc cudn sach clia mét nha
van Viét Nam, éng P.X.D., sach viét vé Ha Noi. Téi nhic dén tén 6ng. Mat b téi sang
lén: “Anh &y ciing di tu cai tao nhiéu ndm nhw cha M. day.” Téi thic mé&c mai vé cau bb
t6i NGi, va anh mat sang clia 6ng. Tai sao mét bd t6i khéng sang I1&n khi g&p ngudi
thwong gia Mi~ giau su vi nghi dén thay ma bat gia 10 phan tram? Tai sao anh mét &y
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chi sang 1&n khi nhac t&i tén mot nha van Viét Nam? Chang 18 bé tdi hep hoi chi thwong
hoc trd nguwoi Viét ma khdng thwong hoc trd ngwdi Mi~? Cling nhuw tai sao b téi chan
viéc day hoc & Mi~, ma van lam gido sw gwong mau, khéng bé 16p, khdng tré nai bao
gio? Ong van cam cui soan bai, t6 k& chi¥ lam bang hiéu cho 10 hoc sinh non dai. No6i
theo kiéu dua ctia em gai t6i, bd t6i chdm chi vi s¢ bi Mi~ né cwdi (hay so. méat viéc!) Sy
viéc khong thé gian di nhw thé. T6i thdc méc ma khéng nghi ra dwoc cau tré |oi, bén tai
van nghe vang vang tiéng phong cam ctia bd t6i. Chao oi! Tiéng phong cdm cla b toi!

*k%

Thang ba ndm 1996, éng t6i mat. Cu Téng Nho Son Tay da ndm xudng. Trwéc mat con
chau, bd t6i khdc cha ma than minh khéng lam dwoc gi cho dat nwdc. Theo 1 bb toi,
éng ndi tdi da lam dwdng gach cho lang trong thdi ky éng lam viéc x&. Nhin bb téi ding
khoc cha, t6i ruing minh nght dén mét ngay nao dé, téi ciing phai khéc cha me nhw bb t6i
da khoc thwong 6ng t6i. Toi tw théi thuc, giuc gid, va biét minh phai 1am gi ngay bay gio.
Viéc dau tién, t6i sé& di mua tang bb tdi mot chiéc phong cam, cho du dng khéng con tha
thiét v&i dan, va bé con t6i khong con néi chuyén véi nhau qua tiéng dan nhw héi téi con
tho au.

Viéc the nhi, t6i s& tim mua cho dwgc cudn Qubc Van Gido Khoa Thuw. T6i sé cham rai
ma doc. Toi da khwdc tir nghé giao. Dé gio phat nay, toi hidu rd va tw quay vé véi ban
chét clia minh. Téi v&i bd téi trong cdn ban nhw nhau. Du mudn hay khéng muén, téi
van la sdn pham cda qudc van gido khoa thy. Ma da la qudc van gido khoa thu thi toi
khong thé 13 Goldman Sachs.

Viéc thir ba, t6i ngdi xudng tredc may vi tinh. Va t6i bat dau viét. Khéng xay dwoc
dwong lang, toi xin xay 16ng nhan ai con ngudi qua |oi téi viét. T6i tri mon tai hén nhung
mubn nhirng 1&i t6i viét lam cho ddc gia téi ngam ngui dG ma nhé nuwéc mét cho nhau.
Khi c6 giot nwéc mat that sw, 1a cé long thwong ma cé long thwong la hét khodng cach.
Khi téi cdm but ma nhd nwéc mat, gitra tdi véi doc gid sé khong con khodng céach.

C6 lan dwoc déng bao téi mdi dién thuyét, toi da tirvng 16ng ngdn trwdc mat dam déng
(c6 gido sw D6 Quy Toan lam chirng), t6i tuyén bd rang thé hé di dan cua téi gibng nhw
nhirng con ngu i ca, nira ngwdi nira ca. Nghi lai, t6i thdy minh rém oi la rém. Chang cé
vat thé nao goi la nguoi ca. Do la sy twdng twong cda nhirng nguwdi thay tha [énh dénh
trén bién ca. Khi mat dau ca, moc lén dau nguoi la co sw mat mat. Khi déi chan nguoi
bién mét déi dang thanh duéi ca la cé S mat mat. Phai co svw mat mat, md&i nay mam
cai m&i, cho du cai méi doi khi chang gidng ai. Ong t6i nam xubng, d6 la sy mat mat
phai cd, va thé hé sau cla chuing téi |&n 1én.

Cho nén t6i dang viét vé sy mat mat. Sy thay dbi lam té tai phan hon. D6 1a doi séng.
Sau ba muwoi tw nam, t6i hiéu dwoc sy mat mat trong doi bb toi.

Va t6i ciing xin cac dién gia dirng dai boi vé cai goi la khoang cach thé hé. Nguwoi Viét
gia va ngudi Viét tré cir chudi béi nhau. Réi db vao khoang cach thé hé.

Cho nén t6i viét vé chiéc phong cam ctia bd toi. Mot vat vo tri bi 16i cudn vao dong lich
str. Sau ba mwoi tw nam téi hiéu dwoc sy mat mat trong doi bé t6i, va vi me t6i theo
éng nhw mét cai bong, cho nén khi 6ng mét mat thi me t6i chiu dwng. Khi ti thwong yéu
bd me, thi chang c6 van dé khoang cach thé hé khi kho gi niva.

T6i xin thanh minh v&i doc gid. Nhirng I&i tdi ké day khéng phai 1a 16 viét vé b toi. Vi bb
t6i chi la mdt con nguwdi, co céi yéu, cd cai manh, mot ngwdi dan 6ng dao tao bdi van
héa va thdi dai ciia minh, véi tAt cad nghi hodc, dam mé, sau xé cla mot kiép nguoi, nhw
ong da viét vé con Ilra kéo gd, vé cudc dap pha khi nghé siva méi trudng céu xé 1an
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nhau. Néu toi viét vé bb tdi, tdi phai viét vé mot con ngudi, véi di bé mat tét xau cla
nguoi doé.

Téi cling khéng mubn nhw Maxine Hong Kingston, khi viét xong cudn tiéu thuyét 1a gia
dinh va cong ddng tir bd. Cai gia ctia sw that khi cAm but co Iic nang hon cai chét. Va di
tim sw that 1a mét trong trach khoé khan hon di lam lich st. (Cai dau khd clia con nguoi
trwdc Thuwong dé 1a déi khi ké vu loi, xu thei, dd t&, budn thit, ban xwong, déu cé thé
lam thanh lich str).

T6i khdng c6 kha nang hay tham vong bung vac trong trach di tim sy that bang ngoi
viét. T6i chi xin viét vé mot vat thé vo tri, twong trwng cho cai dep, néu khdéng cé ban tay
nghé sf, chi ndm yén nhu mot dd vat trang strc. Nhwng khi Itra chay ngun ngut, thi vat
Vo tri cling quay cuong theo dinh ménh nhw con nguoi. Dé giét mot tng thdng, chlec
phong cdm vé tén tudi, vo tdi va, phi chinh tri cta bé téi cling bi giét theo chi vi né ndm
khong dung chd. Tai chi xin viét vé cach toi nhin vat thé dé.

Toi viét cho ai, hay viét cho minh, diéu dé khéng quan hé. Diéu ao wdc cla toi 1a ngoi
bat ctia minh luén ludn di theo vé dep va vé sang trong cudc ddi am dam cla kiép lwu
day. Cai trang tron vang tuc cda realism, t6i xin nhwdng cho nhirng ngwdi viét van tuc
tiu va di¥ ton. Sw tan bao cua ho lam téi kinh ngac va kinh so. Trén cudc hanh trinh van
chwong ho di tir diém A téi diém B bang ngdn ng rén rang cay doc, bang sw pha san
tam linh, va. déi véi nhirng ké viét khoi khoi vao tinh duc chi d& ma viét cho c6 tiéng
vang, ho dung ca ngay than xac phu ni¥ nhw mét cong cu cau khach hodc dé lam dang
nhw thé minh dang lam cach mang choo ni¥ quyén, mot cudc cach mang ma phu ni
Tay Phwong da lam trwéc, da lam ci, da lam trang tréo, va da lam that bai va thoai hoa!
That tinh toi khdng cé tham vong di tir diém A téi diém B cai kiéu nhw vay, qua trd choi
kiéu cach van chwong. Ddng thoi toi khong tin tam linh c6 thé pha san, ngay ca trong
nguc tu, cudng tin, va déi rach. Vi t6i 1a k& hay mo, toi tin rang cai dep va vé sang sé
thay Thwong dé bao vé con nguwdi. Va t6i cling khdng muédn di dén mét noi chdn nao
béng cai vong xe dat trén dién hinh xac than phu ni¥, hay dem cai nhuc nha, hén mat
clia phan ngwoi ra lam dung cu van chwong.

Téi viét, vi tdi mudn di tim lai cho chinh t6i (va cho b me t6i, nhirng nha gido ti nan day
van chwong) hinh anh Chim Hét Trong Léng, Nhirng Vi Sao Cuia Diéu, Méi Tinh Chan,
Chiéc Chiéu Hoa Cap Diéu, Con S&o Cuia Em Téi, van van. Nhirng cai dep da méat cta
mot thdi d& qua sé chim vao quén lang.

T6i viét vi sau khi da di nira cudc doi, t6i méi biét minh khéng phai la linh hén Goldman
Sachs. Téi cling chdng c6 han hanh mang linh hdn Karl Marx, Angel, hay cltia bat ctv
mot danh nhan nao Tai chi hy vong minh 1a mét chut gi sét lai cda linh hén van hda giao
thw. Toi sinh ra la Dwong Thi Nhw Hi An, déi thanh Dwong Thi Nhw Hoai An vi ba me
nhan tlr nhwng mé tin cta tdi khéng mudn con gai mang vao ngudi sy dau khd vi cai
tén co dau, t6i con gai dau long nha gido Duwong Qudc Ngiv, va chau ndi cu Téng Lang
Bun Dwong Québc Nho. Téi la m(f)t nguwdi dan ba vi dinh ménh ma naoi tiéng Viét chen
tiéng Tay Parisien, tiéng MT vu'ng MidWest (nhw doc gia da thay & day), dira con gai
nhay cam cua mét nha giao vo danh gbc gac 1am rudng, da tirng 1a chd nhan mot chiée
phong cam x4u sb ciing vé danh nét.

T6i viét, vi tdi mai mai nhung nhé, va mubn gitr mai trong long, vé dep va vé sang, tir
chiéc phong cam ctia bo t6i.
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“Lich st tré thanh ké hiép dam,
ma van hoa la nan nhan bi ham hiép”
Ly Doi thwec hién

“Téi la mét ca nhan rdt cieong quyét nhwng lai nhay cam, mét
con nguoi sang to, lang man va thich mao hiém, nhiéu cd

tinh, nhung van trung thanh véi théng 1é va truyén thong. Pong
thoi, toi ciing da ting gat bo tat ca nhitng thong 1é ma t6i cho
la cé ‘i, go b6 ty do va sang tao cua con ngueot. Toi la mot phu
nir rat tham vong nhung lai tho o trucdce cdc tiéu chudn xa hoi
va cdc van dé danh vong, tién tai. Téi chi chii trwong cdu tién
va luon luon di tim tuyét doi. Téi mang nhiéu bé mat khéc
nhau, trdi nguegc, nhung tir trong can ban rdt chan chdt va
thuan khiét.”

.~ Nha van Duwong Nhu Nguyén (Uyen Nicole Duong), tdc gia cua
tiéu thuyét Daughters of The River Huong (Con gdi cua song
Huwong) — ciing ting la mot ludt su, mot tham phan, mot gido sw — da tra loi nhu thé
trong bai phong van nay. Trong khi cugc phong van dwoc dang tai (3-2008) thi Duwong
Nhir Nguyén da sira soan cho ra doi tac pham méi ciia ba.

Xin héi phai goi chi nhw thé nao day: Nha vén, Luat sw, Thdm phan, hay Gido su?
Anh khéng can phai goi tdi bang nhiéu danh xwng nhw thé. Nhw Nguyén 1a da roi.

(You don’t have to address me with all those professional titles. My Vietnamese name,
Nhu-Nguyen, is fine.)

Sau khi bai phdng vén Duong Nhw Nguyén do nha van Nguyén Xuén Hoang thuc hién
duorc link téi website talawas vao ngay 20-9-2005, thi tai Viét Nam, théng tin vé mét nha
vén nir tai hoa, théng minh va sdc sdo - Duong Nhw Nguyén - duoc cédp nhét nhiéu hon
trong gi¢i vén nghé. Vi thé, trong bai phéng van nay, sé tiép tuc nhiéu hon vao tiéu st,
tdm tw tinh cam va chuyén cua mét luat swr, mét giao sw dai hoc.

Cam on anh, nhwng t6i khéng dam nhan 101 khen tang. Viét Nam co6 biét bao nhiéu phu
ni dep va tai nang. Bep doi véi toi la cai dep tir bén trong va cai dep cla nhan cach. bé
m&i 13 cai dep trwong tén. VAn dé 1a cai dep va tai nang ay dwoc st dung ra sao cho
tién trién xa hoi.

(Thank you so much for all those compliments, but | don’t deserve them. Vietnam is full
of beautiful and talented women. When | say beauty, | mean inner beauty and beauty of
character. That’s the only kind of beauty that lasts. It's just a question of what can be
done with all that talent and beauty for the good of society.)

Thua chi, chi ¢6 vui Iong thé 16 cung ban doc vé céi ky niém nam 13 tudi cia minh
khdéng? Trudc do nika, khi con rat bé, chi c6 con nh& gi nhiéu khéng?

Tai sao anh lai héi vé nam t6i 13 tudi? Anh cé biét gi vé t6i, ma chinh t6i cling khong
biét? Co thé lam. Theo t6i nh& thi nam 13 tudi, t6i la mét co bé day thi, rat gay, song &
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Sai Gon. T6i hoc rat gidi va cudi nam hoc t6i bi 6m phai nghi hoc mét thoi gian. Nhung
van ding dau I6p. Birng hoi tai sao. Chinh luc do t6i cling khdng hiéu tai sao niva. Toi
gioi Viét van va Anh nglr, can ctr vao diém trong I&p.

Trwéc d6 thi cha me t6i di chuyén tlr Hué vao Sai Gon, va téi dbi triedng hoc ludn ludn.

(Why mentioning the age of 13? Do you know something about me that | don’t? Maybe.
To the best of my recollection, | was a very skinny teenager, living in Saigon. | was an
excellent student, but toward the end of the school year, | was sick and had to miss
school for a while. Yet | still topped my class, don’t ask me why. | myself did not know.
Be that as it may, | excelled in Viethamese literature and English, judging from my
grades.

Before that, my parents moved us from Hue to Saigon, and | changed school too often.)

Nhiéu cé géi & Hué, Quéng Nam l&y chéng vao tuéi 15, 16 [thoi truéc]. Chj ra di cé bi
vwong ban gi chuyén “con tim” hay khéng?

Anh néi dang. Nhiéu thiéu nir thoi t6i, Ién 1én & Viét Nam, lay chdng rat sém. Nam t6i ra
di, t6i khodng 16 tudi. Mo mong va thich tho van. Tuy nhién t6i khac biét véi nhivng ban
bé cung llra. Ngay thu® do, t6i da tham vong va khéng nghi dén chuyén con tim. Thé
ma khodng 2 thang trwdc khi Sai Gon mét, t6i gdp moét chang trai rat diu dang & mét...
hdp dém. Chi thé réi thdi. (Me t6i cho téi di hoc nhay ballroom dancing dé sau nay di vé
nganh ngoai giao, biét cach giao té Tay phwong.)

Nam lén tam, gia dinh toi tv gia Hué vao Sai Gon. Luc d6 tw nhién t6i co nght dén hinh
énh mot cau con trai Viét Nam rat diu dang, hién lanh, ma bat hanh. Cau trai cling gay
Om nhuw téi. Chi c6 vay thai.

(You are correct. Viethamese women in my generation got married quite early. When |
left the country, | was 16 going on 17. | was very romantic and loved literature.
Nonetheless, | was very different from my peers. Even then, | was ambitious and did not
think of “romantic love.” Yet, about two months before Saigon fell, | met a very gentle
young man at a... dance club! But that was it. (My mother had me learn ballroom
dancing in preparation for a diplomatic career — | was supposed to be trained on the
social protocols of the West.)

When | turned eight, we moved from Hue to Saigon, and | thought of the image of a
Vietnamese boy, who was very kind and gentle, yet somewhat unlucky. He was skinny
like me. That was it.)

Dén My, cam giéc ngay khi dat chan xudng la gi? Biéu gi vao ngay &y con dé lai &n
twong trong chj?

Nén nhé& t6i la mot ngwdi ty nan. Téi nhd minh budn da diét. Cha t6i khéc, va me tdi xiu.
(T6i dem nhirng kinh nghiém nay vao tiéu thuyét.) Tuy thé, nhwng sau khi dén My, toi
thy birng sinh khi. Téi bdo v&i minh rang trong néi dau khé mat mat va twong lai vo
dinh nay, tdi da budc vao dat hira. Dé duoc tw do. Tw do vé van dé chinh tri, va tw do
ban than. Ngoai viéc thoat khéi ché d6 mai, thé ché Cong san ma téi khdng quen, toi sé
khong con phai sdng theo khudn khé chat hep clia xa hoi Viét Nam, anh hwéng van hoa
Khéng Manh Téng Nho, anh hwéng Trung Quéc, qua sw cha dap phu nir.
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(Keep in mind | was a political refugee. | remember the sadness. My father cried, and my
mother fainted. (I brought this personal experience into my novels.) Even so, when |
landed in America, | felt rejuvenated. | told myself that in all this loss and in the face of
uncertainty, | had landed on my promised land. | would have freedom. Political freedom
as well as personal freedom. | no longer had to live within the confines of neo-
Confucianism imported from China -- a cultural jail that oppressed women.)

Chi bt d4u viéc hoc lai cia minh nhuw thé nao? Nhitng khé khén tat yéu phai d6i mat?

Téi hoc gidi ngay tr nhd. Khong cé van dé gi. Khong cé tré ngai ngdn ngr. O My, toi tw
nudi minh di hoc béng cach lam viéc va c6 hoc hoc b6ng vi diém cao. (T6i dem kinh
nhgiém sdng nay vao tiéu thuyét cta téi.) VAan dé khé khan nhét 1a t6i khéng co ai néu
guong va huwéng dan van dé nghé nghiép sau nay. Téi cdm thay 18 loi.

(I have always excelled academically. No problem in college. No linguistic difficulty. |
supported myself with work study and scholarships based on academic excellence. (I
brought this experience into my novels as well.) The only problem was the lack of
mentorship and career counseling. In that regard, | have always felt alone.)

Dén khi nao thi chj biét Anh ng va hoa nhap van hoa khéng con la van dé ctia minh?
Hay hdi khac di, khi nao thi chj thay minh hoa déng dwoc vé&i nhikng sinh vién, hoc sinh
ban xw khac?

Toi hoa déng ngay lap ture.

Chéc quy vi khéng ngo 1a nhirng van dé van hoa héi nhap thwong dén khi ching ta gia
di ma théi. Nhwng ca nhéan nhw t6i cang song lau nam ¢ ngoai quoc thi cang thay rd van
deé xung dét hoac Ié loi van hoa ma minh khéng nhan ra trong luc tré.

(Cultural integration began immediately for me. You might be surprised to find out that
cultural issues often come much later in life for immigrants, as they get older and have
spent much more time away from their home culture.)

Con viéc hoc tép va 6n luyén tiéng Viét cua chi nhw thé nao?

Viéc tw nhién. Tai van ludn co khiéu vé ngdn ngi, ké ca tiéng me dé. B6 me t6i 1a gido
sw ngdn nglr va van chwong. Di nhién 1 t6i c6 méat di mot s6 ngly vieng. T6i noi va viét
tiéng Viét theo 16i trwéc 1975 ctia mién Nam, va van con cdm thay b& ngé truéc ngdn
nglr cua xa héi Viét Nam bay gid.

(Natural. | have always had an aptitude and a love for languages, including my native
tongue. After all my parents taught Vietnamese linguistics and literature. Of course, | lost
some of the vocabularies. The Vietnamese | speak and write is pre-1975 South
Vietnamese style. | feel bewildered (and somewhat shocked) by certain contemporary
Vietnamese usage.)

Luét sw la mét trong nhitng nganh "hai ra tién" tai My, chi chon né vi ly do nay, hay la vi
mét ly do nao khac?

T6i chon nganh Luat vi d6 la mét thr thach cao nhét cho ngudi di dan luc téi thudc Itra
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tudi doi muoi.
(I chose to study law because of the challenge it offered a 20-year-old immigrant.)

V&i chuyén nganh luat, chi nghi nguoi Viét Nam [tai My] cé té ra wu trdi trong linh vurc
nay khéng? Tai sao?

Thé hé luat sw dau tién khéng wu trdi, du rang cé nhiéu ngudi kiém dwoc rat nhidu tién
vi ho ddc quyén phuc vu cong dong [Viét] khi luat sw con qua it. Co nhiéu van dé, nhat
la néi va viét trwde toa an. Toéi khdng gdp nhivng van dé dé. Sy dé dang la do tudi tré va
nang khiéu. Nhirng thé hé sau wu tréi hon. Tuy nhién, t6i van chwa thy sw wu troi ma
t6i mudn thay. Téi di tim sw cAu tién tuyét dbi & minh va & nguoi.

(The first generation of Viethamese lawyers in America, in my opinion, did not excel
professionally, although many made a lot of money serving a captive audience — the
community of first-generation Viethamese. Many had writing and speaking issues
especially in court. | have never encountered such difficulty, most likely due to my youth
and perhaps aptitude. Younger generations of lawyers have excelled professionally, but
not to the level | would like to see. | am a perfectionist and | demand more of myself and
others.)

Chj viét van trudc khi hanh nghé ludt, hay nguoc lai? Chj ngh, hai linh vire nay ¢6 diém
gi twong dong hay khéng?

& bén My toi viét van trwdc khi tré thanh Iuat sw. (Trwac khi hoc Iuat, ti 1a mot ky gia,
tbt nghiép bao chi, va viét van tr lic d6.) Mac du chu trinh sang tac ctia luat hoc va van
chwong khéng twong déng, nhung t6i da lam cho ching PHAI twong ddng dé séng theo
kiéu toi da séng. Tdi ¢ viét vé luat hoc va van chwong sang tao trong tap chi khao ciru
“xuyén bd mon” (interdisciplinary) ciia Bai hoc Nam California.

(I wrote before | became a lawyer. The two fields are incompatible, but | made them
compatible so that | could lead the life I've led. | wrote about this incompatibility and the
compromise in a scholarly article on law and art, published by the Southern California
Interdisciplinary Law Journal.)

Khi vao cuong vi gido sw dai hoc & Denver city, ltc &y chi bao nhiéu tuéi? Pé tudi trung
binh cua sinh vién theo hoc nganh nay?

T6i hanh nghé Iuat sw 18 nam trwac khi di day. Nam di day dau tién toi da 42 tudi. Tudi
tré nhat cho sinh vién luat ndm thd nhét la 22, tuy nhién, tudi cda sinh vién co thé tir 22
dén 60.

(I practiced law for 18 years before | became a law professor, | was 42 at that time. The
typical age of a first-year law student in America is 22, but the age group can range from
2210 60.)

M®éi ndm chi c6 bao nhiéu hoc ky? Méi hoc ky chij c6 bao nhiéu sinh vién? Cé nhiéu sinh
vién nguoi Viét [hodc goc Viét] hoc Iop cua chi khbng?

M&i nam c6 hai ca nguyét, tirc Ia hai hoc ky. Mi hoc ky t6i day tir 50 dén 70 sinh vién,
Nhirng I&p c6 viet luan de thi téi chi day dwdi 8 sinh vién. Rat it sinh vién nguwoi Viét. Tw
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trwdc dén gio chi c6 hai em, mét trai, mét gai.

(A school year consists of two semesters. Each semester | might teach about 50 to 70
students. | have had only two Vietnamese students, a man and a woman.)

Néu dugc, chj danh gia ho nhw thé nao? Co mét nhuoc diém chung nao ma chj thuong
nhin thay & ho?

T6i rat ngai n6i vé hoc tro cdia minh trivd'c cong ching. Lam nhw thé toi thay khong phai.
Téi rat hanh phuc khi dwgc quen biét gia dinh clia hoc trd Viét. b6 la vi sgi day van hoa
va tinh nghia gitra t6i va ho.

(I don’t want to comment on my students publicly, because it is not fair to do so. | must
say that getting to know the family of my students has been the special joy of my life. |
attribute this to our cultural bond.)

Chi vao lam Ban quan ly diéu hanh Sé Hoc chanh Houston ndm nao? Céng viéc cu thé
cta no la gi?

1979. Chinh thirc tr& thanh tong giam déc nam 1980, & tudi déi mwoi. Ti trong coi tat
ca cac thiét hai, boi thwong, bao hiém, lién lac voi luat sw bién hd cho Quan Hoc Chanh
(drng hang thr 6 toan quoc Hoa Ky), va chiu trach nhiém mét ngan quy 6 triéu dola.

(1979. Officially becoming Executive Director in 1980. | was in my early 20s. | oversaw
all compensation, liability, and insurance programs, and liaisoned with the School
District’s counsel. The Houston Independent School District is the sixth largest school
district in the U.S. | was responsible for a $ 6 million budget.)

Con khi lam Tham phan tai Houston (nguoi Viét diéu tién lam tham phan tai My), chj c6
phai doi mat voi mét vu an nao gay go, thu vi khéng?

Téi la thAm phan thanh phd (chi mét nhiém ky 3 nam) va la vién chirc “an sat” phai duyét
lai cac trat toa di bat ngudi hodc di kham gia cw. TAt ca cac trat toa nay déu cé lién ddi
dén Hién phap My, va vi thé co thé phirc tap va kho khan. Tuy nhién, vién chirc “an sat”
thwdng thwdng lam viéc trong bong téi, khdng dwoc khen thwéng. Chi cé khi ndo lam
sai thi m&i “bi” dem ra anh sang ma théi, va 16i 1am lai cé thé bi khang céo 1én dén ca téi
cao phap vién My, vi d6 la van dé hién phap.

(For only one term, a 3-year term, | was a municipal judge and magistrate. As
magistrate, | had to approve and sign search and arrest warrants. All warrants were
interesting and difficult constitutional matters. Yet, the magistrate often worked behind
the scene without much recognition. But if the magistrate made a mistake, it would be
exposed to the public light, and probably the error would go to the U.S. Supreme Court
because of constitutional implication.)

Hai lién tuc mét s6 cau doi tw nhw thé, dé di dén cau héi chinh: Nhin lai nhiing buéc
chuyén trong doi minh, chj thay ban thdn minh la nguwoi nhw thé nao?

Téi la mot ca nhan rét cwong quyét nhung lai nhay cam, mét con ngudi sang tao, lang

man va thich mao hiém, nhiéu c4 tinh, nhwng van trung thanh vai thong 1€ va truyen
théng. Déng thai, téi cling da tirng gat bé tat ca nhirng théng 1é ma ti cho la ¢b ha, go
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bé tw do va sang tao ctia con nguoi. Téi la mot phu ni rat tham vong nhwng lai the o
trwdc cac tiéu chuan xa hoi va cac van dé danh vong, tién tai. Téi chi chd trwong ciu
tién va luén luén di tim tuyét dbi. Téi mang nhiéu bé mét khac nhau, trai ngwoc, nhung
tr trong c&n ban rat chan chat va thuan khiét.

(How do | view myself? | am a very determined yet sensitive individual, a romantic
creative risk-taker, quite eccentric yet still faithful to conventions and traditions in so
many ways. At the same time, | have been known to bypass conventions and to break
traditions when | find them to be stale and restrictive of human freedom and creativity. |
am a very ambitious woman yet detached from societal judgment — things such as fame
and fortune have not motivated me. | am full of contradictions and multi-faceted, yet the
core of me is very consistent and pure. In many ways, | am a purist, some may even say
a moralist.)

Véan dé thuc sw dang truy van tdm linh cda chj la gi? C6 thé néi vé né hay khéng?

Con dwdng tam linh cla t6i qua riéng tw dé dem ban luan trong cudc néi chuyén. Toi
ludn nght dén nhirtng van dé& anh da néu trén day: ngudn cdi, ban sic, sw phat trién va
trau d6i kha nang, tai nang, roi tiém nang, cling nhw hanh phic ca nhan. Vi téi nghi néu
khong c6 hanh phuc cho chinh minh thi khong thé phuc vu dwoc cho tha nhan. Téi
khong di theo chu treong sbéng khéd nhuc tw day doa chinh minh. Nhwng toi cting khdng
phai 1a ngudi chi muén hwéng thu. Diéu tién quyét: tdi tin twéng vao céng bang va céng
ly. Luat nhan qua.

(My spiritual quest is too personal to be expressed in an interview. | think frequently
about all the things you mentioned: roots, identity, full development of talents and
potential, personal happiness. A person must be happy internally in order to serve
others. | do not subscribe to a masochistic philosophy of life. Nor am | epicurean. One
thing for sure: | believe in equality and justice — cause and effect. One must take the
consequence of one’s action.)

Vi chj lam mét nguoi My goc Viét thanh dat nhw bay gio, va lam mot nguoi Viét thanh
dat, néu duoc chon Iwa, chi sé chon bén nao?

R4t may man t6i khdng bao gi®&» phai ddy minh vao hoan canh chon lya khé khan nhw
vay. Séng cho nén nguwdi thdi cling da nam giai réi, néi gi dén ngwdi My gbc Viét, nguoi
Viét gbc Viét. Bi phan loai nhw vay ma lai phai la nguwdi thanh dat theo tiéu chuan xa hoi
nira thi rat nan giai!

(Iam glad I never have to make those difficult choices. To be worthy as a human being
is difficult enough, let alone being a Vietnamese American, a Viethamese Vietnamese
(any such identity?), or then a successful one in society’s standards, as opposed to a
failing one!)

Truée khi vao phén van chuong, xin héi chi mét céu té nhj ma ban than déc gia tai Viét
Nam c6 vé quan tdm. Thu nhép va chi tiéu cua chi nhw thé nao?

Thu nhép ca nhan & bén My la chuyén rat rleng tw khéng noi trwéc cong chung T6i co
thé néi 1én diéu sau day va cac dong nghiép cua t6i sé cong nhan: Tac gia van chwong
(khéng phai tac gid thwong mai) khéng kiém ra ddng nao. M6i cudn tiéu thuyet ban trén
amazon.com, t6i chi cé dwgc 1 dbla. Gido sw luat va niv luat s ngudi thiéu sb khéng
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lam nhiéu tién bang cac ddng nghiép twong dwong, va day la di¥ kién dang budn cta
nwdc My. Tai tiéu bao nhiéu a? Tai ludn ludn tiéu qua nhiéu vi chéng bao gid téi lo nghi
dén tién bac. Tuy nhién, téi chwa bao gid tiéu di cho ngudi va cho cac cong tac xa hoi.
Cai kho van bé cai khon. Trong quéa khi, ti da co thé chay theo tién bac va tré thanh vo
cuing giau cé, dén bac triéu, bac ty ddla, nhwng t6i da khong lam diéu d6. Co thé dé 1a
ngu dai. Trong twong lai néu toi cé di kiém tién dé cd y lam giau, dé chéng qua chi la thiy
thach tri théng minh ma thoi, hodc dé co tién lam viéc thién. Twu trung lai, t6i chi lam
nhirng cai gi tbi thich.

Mét trong nhung cong viéc ma t6i dang cwu mang hién nay trong hoat dong béat vu loi la
tim cach giai quyet bang phap luat van dé budn nguoi & Bong Nam A. T6i mong c6 thé
cong bd két qua ctia cdng trinh nghién ctvu nay trong ndm sap dén.

(My income? In America, it's a personal matter and should not be discussed in public. |
can reveal this much: Literary writers (not commercial writers) hardly make any money. |
make about a dollar for every copy of my literary novel sold on amazon.com. Law
professors and minority female lawyers like me are underpaid. This is still a sad reality in
America, and the profession knows this. How much do | spend? | always spend too
much because | never worry about money. Yet | don’t think | have spent enough for the
good cause and the good of others. The means still restricts the end. In the past, | could
have become very financially wealthy — millionaire, billionaire, but | chose not to. Some
say this is stupid. | think it is stupid in a way, looking back. What makes me rich has
never been my income. If | ever go after money, it is only for the intellectual challenge of
making it, or for the need of helping others. In the end, | will only do what | want to do.

One of the very important topics that | am pursuing right now as part of my pro bono
commitment is a proposal for legal solutions in dealing with the human trafficking
problems in SouthEast Asia. | hope to publish my work in this area within a year.)

N6i nhw quan diém cta ba Sandra Kjistra khi nhan dinh Daughters of The River Huong
thi Duong Nhw Nguyén hoan toan cé kha néng viét nhw My hay céc nha vén best-seller
con lai. Pung la chi mudn di doc lap, va khéng theo khuén méu. Nhung vé ky thuét viét,
nhiing y tuéng cén thé hién, nhiing tuw tudng mudn géi gém... chi ciing cé thé néi doi
chut vé n6?

T6i khong thé phat biéu cho ba Sandra, du réng t6i van con gitr may dong chi nhan
dinh cta ba 4y vé ban thao cla téi. Ba ta khong phan biét gitra toi hay bat cir ngudi viét
nao da tim dén ba ta. R6 rang la ba ta mubn téi chay theo nhu ciu thwong mai cla thi
trwdng My, va khuyén téi nén viét mot cubn theo ky thuat cia Memoir of a Geisha (Hoi
trc mot Geisha). Vé ky thuat viét thi ba ta chang bao gi® nhan nhwong cho téi vi toi &
nguoi Viét Nam.

Trong viéc lam cla t6i, t6i ludn ludn phai lam theo tiéu chuan chung ctia ngudi ban xub.
Dung ra, t6i da bi d&t vao mot sb tiéu chuan cao hon ngudi ban xt, chi vi toi 1a mot phu
ni A Déng can phai thi thd, vi ho bat minh phai thi thé va chién d4u. Téi tin gia tri dich
thwe van chwong 13 gia tri qudc té, khdng phan biét van hoa. Toi khong thay |a t6i viét
theo 16i cac nha van Viét Nam viét cho cong ddng minh. Téi khéng cho rang minh viét
theo & 16i clia cdng ddng nguwdi Viét thé hé thir nhat. Téi cé doc va thwdng thire van
chwong Viét Nam trwoc 1975.

(I can’t speak for Sandra although [ still have her handwritten note somewhere,
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commenting on my novel... | know that she did not distinguish me from any other writer
who has come to her. It is clear from her note that she wanted me to change my novel
into a format that resembles Memoir of a Geisha — something that met the needs of the
American marketplace.

In my career (law and art both), | have always been held to the same standard as the
natives. In fact, | have been held to a higher standard, simply because that’'s what it
takes for me to distinguish myself and gain the respect of the mainstream.

The art and craft of writing are based on a number of universal principles and standards.
| believe in them and think good writing must transcend cultures. | really don’t subscribe
to the writing style of Viethamese writers writing in exile for their own community and
ethnic audience, whatever that style is. | do enjoy Vietnamese literature that predated
1975.)

Tai sao chj chon Iwa lam mét nha van [c6 vé] khép kin trong vong khung cua my hoc va
tham my truyén thong Viét?

Cau hdi c6 ngu y nhu thé nao? T6i khdng phai 1a mét nha van “khép kin”. “Tham my”
khong bién gi&i. Va “truyén thdng Viét” néu ding nghia 1a truyén théng sé séng con va
ton tai. (T6i hy vong truyén thdng tét dep Viét Nam sé bat t&r?). Van hoa dan tdc ton tai
la cai gi mé& rong, khong phai la mét sy khép kin.

(What does that mean, “a writer restricted by the Vietnamese aesthetic
traditions?”Aesthetics is never restricted. And Vietnamese traditions will live on;
otherwise they won’t survive as traditions; they will just disappear! | hope that will not
happen. What survives and exists across cultural borders is always an expansion, never
a restriction.)

Chi nghT tinh chét, huong chat Viét sé bién mat trong mét nha van géc Viét khi nao? Chj
nghi, néu con chij viét van, tinh chat Viét cé xuat hién trong tac pham cta né khéng?

Cai Viét tinh trong van chucrng clia t6i dwoc nha xuét ban va ngudi doc trong d(‘)ng
chinh 90| la “the voice. (Tléng noi, hodc qua nhan vat, hodc qua 16i tam tinh ca chinh
tac gia. Trong dang tiéu thuyet thi tleng noi phai qua nhan vat). Tét ca cac doc gia cla
t6i c6 nha y dén tim téi déu nhan ra tiéng noi ay. Huong chét Viét sé& bién mét khi nha
van khdng con “the voice” ctia minh, khéng gidong mét ai khac trong dong chinh.

Néu con téi viét van va téi un ddc cho né thi Viét tinh clia né sé khdng mét. Tiéng ndi
cua né sé la dac thu riéng ctia nd, khéng giong ai khac.

(Perhaps what you refer to as “the Vietnameseness” in my fiction is what my publisher
and readers in the mainstream describe as “the voice.”In the creative literature, the voice
is very important. A writer of fiction must be recognized for “the voice” either through
characters or from herself as the unseen narrator. | subscribe to the notion that in fiction,
the voice must come from characters. Every reader who has sought me out after reading
my work has recognized “the voice” in my work. | want that voice to remain unique. If it's
my Vietnameseness that characterizes “the voice,” then be it — that which distinguishes
me as a writer in the mainstream.

If my child chooses to write and if | contribute to my child’s writing career, then the

24



Vietnamese characteristics will not be lost. However, my child’s voice will be uniquely his
or hers, not like anyone else’s voice.)

Tai sao "Huong" lai dwoc qh_i chon lam motif dé lién van ban, nghia la viét miét mai tor
tac pham nay sang tac pham khac?

Hwong tré thanh mot thdi thuc. Mot tiéng goi tam linh dé& di dén mot noi chén cao quy vé
tinh than. Giébng nhw mién dat hira. Qué hwong. Ngudn cdi. Cai dep trwdng clru. Vi thé,
motif nay bat budc phai la mét sw néi dai. T Mui huong qué dén Séng Huong la
chuyén dwong nhién. C6 mot sb déc gia Viét Nam cho rang séng Huong la con séng
dia ly, & x(r Hué. C6 vi con hai toi vé dong séng & Hué vi ba ta cho d6 la con séng cta
ba ta, chi vi ba ta sinh trwdng & Hué! Séng Hwong & Hué dbi vai toi chi 1a biéu twong
cuta biéu twong. Tai viét vé con sbng & qua khir. Clia tudi tho. Con séng cla linh hén.

Thém mot diém, ng&u nhién, ma t6i co viét vé mét ngudi toi cho rang da khai phong ni
quyen & Viét Nam, di trwedc thdi dai. Nir sT HO Xuan Hwong. Ciing tén Hwong.

(Fragance is the motif of “the voice.”l also think of fragrance as the calling, the pursuit of
internal and eternal nobility. What the mainsream describes as a sense of “noblesse
oblige™. Fragrance is also my sense of the beauty of culture. A promised land, never
reached. It’s the guiding light for the return to roots. Such a motif naturally has to be
continuing from one body of work to another. For the Viethamese audience, | started
with The Cinnamon Fragrance of the East and then moved on to the River Huong. | was
surprised when certain Vietnamese readers kept thinking of the physical river in Hue,
whom they claimed as “theirs.” These Vietnamese readers think narrowly of the
geographical, physical location. One woman even quizzed me on the River in Hue. To
me, the River in Hue is just the motif of a motif. To me, | wrote about the River of
Memory. The River of Childhood. The River of the Soul.

Another coincidence. | wrote about a Vietnamese feminist (for lack of a better word): the
poetess Ho Xuan Huong. She was ahead of her time. Her name is also Huong.)

Chi nghi minh thuéc kiéu nha vén nao?
Kiéu riéng cla t6i ma théi. Thanh that ma noi, tdi khéng dat van dé chon kiéu.
(I am my own stylist. Frankly | don’t make it an issue — what style.)

L6p nha van trong nuoc va hai ngoai, chj co quan tam dén ai khéng? Van dé tién phong
[avant-garde] trong véan hoc dang dién ra trong mét so it tac gia nguoi Vigt, chj nghi thé
nao vé diéu nay?

T6i khong biét da vé ho dé nhan xét. Néi phai néi mét cach téng quat, t6i thdy Nguyén
Huy Thiép c6 tai viét truyén ngan thuan tuy dan toc, rat hay, va ba Pham Thij Hoai 1a mot
phu ni tri thire rat gan goc, viét tiéu thuyét theo kiéu nghi luan. Mét trong nhirng chuyén
mon cla téi 1a phé binh van hoc, nhwng t6i khdng da thi gior viét. (Trir nam téi theo hoc
Thac si & Pai hoc Harvard; ndm dé toi viét rat nhiéu bai phé binh van hoc vi chuyén
mon cua téi la phé binh van hoc, sy twong quan gilra luat hoc va van chwong. Mét trong
nhirng bai phé binh cla t6i nam &y noi vé kich ban Kiss of A Spider Woman ciia mét
nha van Nam My, sau nay dwoc lam thanh film rat ndi tiéng & My).
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O Viét Nam sau nay t6i thdy c6 D6 Hoang Diéu voi I6i vén rat sbng dong, va cach st
dung biéu twong kha sau sac. Tuy nhién, Diéu V|et khong déu dan, cé truyén duorc, cd
truyén c6 co gang voi biéu twong nhiéu qua. Va van de tam linh phu ni thi Diéu khong
di dén cudi con duo’ng Nguoi toi thay co tiém nang quéc té 1a Nguyén Ngoc Tw. Diém
tuo’ng dong la ca ba: Diéu, Tw, t6i, déu cé viét Vvé viéc ham hlep mot phu ni tré tudi (toi
viét ca vé viéc ham hiép mat thiéu nién) (hai cubn tiéu thuyét do t6i chwa xuét ban). Ham
hiém tré thanh biéu twong cutia kiép né 1&. Nhirng gi xay dén cho con ngudi khi bj mét
quyén tw cha. Lich st tré thanh ké hiép dam, ma v&n hoa 1a nan nhan bi ham hiép.

T6i xin ndi r6, t6i khong doc nhiéu. Chi doc nhitng gi da gay soi ndi cho cong dong
nguw&i Viét, do ban be cua téi giri dén.

(I don’t know enough about the new breed of Viethamese writers to make any
observation. If | have to say something, well... In general, | think that Nguyen Huy Thiep
is talented in the domain of Viethamese short stories, but his is confined to the
Vietnamese culture. Pham Thi Hoai is a learned woman; her concepts are intelligent and
reflect outspoken courage, but she is not a lyrical creative artist. More of a logical
creative thinker or essayist, in my opinion. Literary critique and interpretation are part of
my graduate training and expertise, but | don’t “practice” literary critique because of lack
of time. The last literary critique | wrote was on the famous Latin American play, Kiss of
a Spider Woman. It was made into a famous movie in America in the 1980s.

More recently, | noted the unique style of Do Hoang Dieu and her use of symbolism. But,
in my opinion, the quality of her work is inconsistent. She can be so good in one short
story and then she tries too hard in another short story. Her writings about the wrinkles
of the female psyche do not satisfy me. | am quite impressed with the more universal
and consistent talent of Nguyen Ngoc Tu. The thing | have in common with Dieu and Tu
is the fact that I, too, wrote about the rape of a young girl (and even a young man) (|
have not released those novels, not yet.) Rape becomes symbolic of the oppressed —
what happens when a human is stripped of control. The course of history can become
the rapist, and the culture is the victim.

| need to put in a caveat that | have not read a whole lot of Viethamese works. | read
what has invoked controversies because my friends sent the controversial works to me
to read.)

Chi c6 mong méi mé& réng thém hiéu biét vé cac tac gia nguoi Viét khéng?

Khd mot nbi ti khong c6 nhu cau hay xa xi pham cua thoi gian dé di tim ho. T6i lam
viéc tri ndo mdi ngay tr 10 t&i 13 tiéng la thwdng, vé nhivng van dé khong lién quan gi
dén Viét Nam. Téi chi c6 thé doc nhirng g| ngudi khac dwa cho toi dé tham khao y kién
hay dé lam quen. Tuy nhién, t6i mong méi mét ngay nao doé sé cé mét tai nang Viét Nam
gay anh hudng thé gidi.

(Unfortunately, for lack of time | don’t make a point to keep up with Viethamese writers. |
work cerebrally between 10 and 13 hours a day, quite often on matters that have nothing
to do with Viet Nam. So | only read what | like, or what was given to me by others asking
for an opinion, or to get acquainted. Yet, | do look forward to the arrival of a globally
influential Vietnamese literary star!)

Vi chi, nhw thé nao la mot téc phédm thanh coéng? Thé nao la mét nha vén thanh céng?
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Tw trwdc dén nay téi chua viét dé dwoc thanh cdng hay bi chi phéi béi chiv thanh cong.
T4t ca cac nha van déu mong mubn dwoc xuat ban, duwoc doc va duoc tiép tuc viét. Do
Vi tdi sang tao 1a con dwdng thién ly. M6t tiéu thuyét gia thanh cong lam cho doc gia
xuc dong that sw, va tin twéng tiéu thuyét 1a sw that, cling gidng nhw moét kich si khi san
khau d3 tré thanh cudc doi. Nguwoi viét thanh cong 1a ngwdi da lam doc gia thay déi, va
suy nghi, ma khéng can phai cb v, tuyén truyén hay bép méo, xach dong dé anh
huwdng ngwoi khac. N6éi mot cach van hoa: di tim nghé thuat tire la di tim sy that cla
chinh minh. Khéng thé c6 nghé thuat trong sy gia tao hay Ira déi.

(I have not defined nor tried to achieve success whenever | write. All writers want to be
published and widely read. All writers want to continue writing. But the creative process
is an unending journey. | think a successful novelist moves her readers and creates a
sense of suspended disbelief, like any successful artist who must create an impact on
her audience because to her, the stage has become life. A successful writer is one that
has caused a change in her readers, making readers think more deeply about that which
has moved them, without the need for propaganda or intimidation, or distorting the truth
as a form of manipulating or forcing behavioral changes in others. A cliché: the pursuit of
art is the pursuit of truth. There can never be art in pretense or deceit.)

Chj nghi van hoc cua nguoi Viét hay géc‘ Viét & hai ngoai da cé dwoc nhing tac gia
thanh céng nhw thé chwa? Néu cé6, ho gom nhiing ai?

Tai chi xin néi vé cdng déng di dan. Du téi khéng chi tam hay c¢6 thi gi¢r theo déi doc
van clia nha van Viét Nam, nhwng téi biét thj trworng va khong khi. Theo thién y cla toi
thi chwa cé sw tuyét v&i trong sang tao ding mirc nhw t6i muébn thay, ké ca ca nhan toi.
Chuwa c6 mét kham pha ding murc vé tai nang. Chua cé tac phdm dé doi. Ma lai co mot
sy thoai hoa vé chat lvong. D6 1a vi van dé thwong mai, hién twong tw xuat ban, moi
trwdng khép kin, x6 bd va sw thiéu phwong tién ctia cong déng di dan. Khong cé di nha
phé binh tri thirc va nghiém tdc, mac du cé mét sé ngwdi tw phong minh la nha phé
binh. Gi&i d6 hay viét bai "phé binh" dwéi tiéu chuén "substandard”, vi ganh ghét ca
nhan hay vi muén néi tiéng. Ho di vao ranh gi&i lam dung tw do ngén luan bira bai va
pham luat, nhirtng ngudi khac lam ngo vi sy han hep va bwng bit cia cong dong thiéu
s6.

Ngay ca dong chinh ciing phai I&n tiéng bao dong vé van dé phé binh van hoc hién dai.
Sy thodi hoa nay xay ra ngay ca trong xa héi dong chinh.

Diéu ma t6i e ngai khi doc van chwong Viét Nam |a & diém nay: Cac cay but Viét c6
gang nhiéu qua, ho dam ra gwong ép.

Néu t6i da doc dwoc gi vé nghé thuat viét van tir dong chinh, d6 la diém sau day: Viét
van la mét chu trinh tiem thire... Tron tru, de dang, va khdng can phai co gang qua dé
thi nhirng gi dep nhat cda viéc sang tac mai thoat ra duoec.

(I confine my answer to the exile community. Although | have not followed the career of
any particular Viethnamese writer, | know the general marketplace and ambiance. In my
opinion there has not been a masterpiece. There has not been proper recognition or
nurturing of talents. In the past few decades, there has been an erosion of quality and
standards due to consumerism, the self-publishing phenomenon, and the close-knit and
non-selective nature of the exile community. There is a serious lack of qualified and
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competent literary critics, although there are self-claimed critics who write substandard
“reviews” for personal vendetta and senstionalism. Those people walk the borderline of
committing unprotected speech and tortious conduct.

Even the mainstream is complaining about the true meaning of today’s literary
interpretation. There is an erosion of literary standards even in the mainstream.

The problem that | see in reading Vietnamese literary works is that many Viethamese
writers try to hard. They “will” their writing. What | have learned from creative writing is
this: Creative writing or fiction is a natural process. The work streams out of you
effortlessly. It's almost subconscious. One cannot will one’s creative writing. Astute
readers see and feel this right away.)

V&i suy nghi nhw vay, chi nghi gi vé vén chuong Viét trong 5, 10, hodc 20 ndm t&i?
Anh ndi van chwong trong nwédc hay ngoai nwoc? Téi khdong dam noi. Téi bi quan.

(Do you mean Vietnamese literature in Vietham or in the exile community. Under either
scenario, | am pessimistic.)

Trong twong lai, chi sé nghi viét van truée, hay nghi nghé luét trurée? Bao gior va tai sao?

Sé& nghi luat trwdc. Toi da vé hwu ban thoi gian nam 40 tudi dé viét. Sau dé toi trd vé voi
nghé luat mét cach ngén han va cubi cung t6i day hoc. Déi khi téi nghi rang di day hoc 1a
mot sai lAm cho van dé viét van. Cach ddc nhat lam t6i vé hwu véi chuyén viét van dé la
ngay téi ngirng thé. Nhwng néu t6i con dau thai lam ngudi & kiép khac thi chéc toi lai
sang tao tiép tuc.

(I'will quit law first, definitely. | took semi-early retirement at the age of 40 in order to
write. Later, | came back to the practice of law short-term and then was recruited to
teach law full time. At times | thought law teaching was a mistake sofar as my literary life
was concerned, because law teaching has not nourished my creative writing. The only
way for me to retire from writing is probably death. And if there is life after death, in
reincarnation, | probably will continue writing.)

Chi ¢6 bao gicr vé Viét Nam chuwra? Chj cé bao gior nghi vé cai goi la: Qué cha déat t6?

Toi co vé Viet Nam. Vé&i tw cach mot luat sw dai dién cho than chi la cac cbng ty My va
cling vb tinh ma di du ngoan mét chat. Ban t6i néi: take the girl out of Vietham, but you
can’t take Vietnam out of the girl (Bem c6 gai ra khoi Viét Nam, chi lam sao dem dwoc
Viét Nam ra khai ¢o gai!). Va nhw thé thi vé hay khong vé t6i vAn mang manh dét trong
tim nhw mot néi bui ngui muén thué.

Cau hdi dau la qué cha dat td cang lam t6i ngam ngui hon. Qué cha t6i & lang Phung
Thwong (thwong goi la lang Bun), huyén Phuac Tho, tinh Ha Tay [c6 luc goi la Son Tay]
(t6i viét truyén ngan “Béng Ma Ha Tay” 1a dé twéng niém qué cha). Qué me t6i & lang
Ngoc Anh, Hué (Thira Thién) (toi viét tiéu thuyét Séng Huong dé twéng niém qué me).

Con duwéng téi di la con dwéng thién ly. Téi mudn di vao Iong nhan loai réng 16n, véi

manh dét trong tim, khéng nhat thiét phai dac chan 1én manh dét &y moi tim thay nguon
cdi va tinh yéu bat ti?.
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(I did return to Vietnam as a lawyer representing American businesses and as an
accidental tourist. My friend says the cliché: take the girl out of Vietnam but you can’t
take Vietnam out of the girl. So it matters not whether | return to Vietnam. | bear the
homeland in my heart as a perpetual sense of nostalgia. So your question as to where
home is for me just makes me poignant. My father’'s homeland is the village Phuong
Thuong, the province of Ha Tay, west of Hanoi (I wrote an award-winning short story
called the Ghost of Ha Tay in dedication for the fatherland). My mother’s homeland is the
village Ngoc Anh, in the outskirts of Hue (I wrote the novel River Huong in the image of
the motherland). The path | travel is an unending journey. | want to travel the universal
heart of humankind, carrying the homeland in my own heart. | don’t necessarily have to
live on the land of Viet Nam to embrace my homeland.)

Cudi cting, mét suy nghi nhw la chdm ngén song cta chj; cing nhw vé viéc tré 10i bai
phdng van nay?

Durng bao gidr tr bo con dwong thién ly. Con dwdng chi dep khi n6 la con dwdng thién
ly. Toi nhé cau, triet ly 1a mot co gang “tu tinh” clua moét nguwoi di. Ngwdi cam viét chinh
la ké ICr hanh minh man.

V& bai phéng van cla anh: t6i néi chuyén véi anh du ching ta cach nhau mét cai bién
va chwa bao gio gap mat; vi anh con tré, anh lam tho; va vi téi va anh sinh ra cung moét
chd: Quang Nam. Chung ta cung qué quan. Nam anh sinh ra d&i & Quang Nam thi téi
t6t nghiép dai hoc & My. Hon nira, tén anh la "Doi", nhv "Doi chd". Ca hai ching ta van
dang ch& doi?

(My motto: never give up the unending journey. What makes the journey meaningful and
beautiful is the fact that it is forever unfinished. A writer is a traveler. | remember a
saying in French: Philosophier c’est etre en route. A writer is that philosopher.

What do | think about the interview? | did it because you are young, you make poems,
and you and | were born in the same place: Quang Nam. We share the same birthplace.
| graduated from college the year you were born. Further, your name is “Doi.” It means
“Waiting.” Can | say we are both still waiting?)

Tran trong xin 16i chj vi st phéng van duong dot nay. Chic chi cung gia dinh st khoé,
binh an.

Cam on anh va chuc lanh cho anh.
(My thanks and best wishes to you. May All Your Wishes Come True.) Nhu Nguyen.

Bai phdng van va cudc néi chuyén nay do Ly Boi thue hién qua email, kéo dai quéa nhiéu
bubi, bat ddu ttr ngay 28-9-2005 dén ngay 20-2-2008. Ly Poi sinh ndm 1978 tai Quéng
Nam, Viét Nam, nha tho, thanh vién cta nhém M& Miéng - gém Ly Dgi, Bui Chat, Khuc
Duy va Nguyén Quan, séng va lam viéc tai Sai Gon. Bai phéng véan nay da duoc sw
chép thuén cta Nha xuét ban Ravensyard, noi xuat ban tac phdm Daughters of The
River Huong (Con gai cua séng Huwong).

Bai phdng van nay do Ly Doi thure hién trong tw cach ca nhan, khong tuy thudc vao co
quan hay hé thong truyén théng nao. Noi in la tap chi talawas, va Dan Duffy’s Vietnam

29



Literature Project. Muon trich djch hay dang tai phai co sy dong y bang van bén cua
nguoi phong van, nguoi dwoc phong van, va Nha xuét bén Ravensyard. Thi si Ly Poi da
déng y véi cac diéu kién nay. Cubc phdng van vé vu loi, va khéng c¢é thu lao.

Nhi*ng ¢b quan tai ctia Tinh Tam

Bau don thay phan dan ba.....
Nguyén Du

Nguwdi dan ba dep dau tién toi gap trong doi la ba ngoai toi. Khi t6i ¢ tri khon thi ba
ngoai tdi da ngoai sau muoi tudi O tudi d6, nguwdi ba van thang toc dai gan cham dét,
tuy da mudi tiéu nhwng van con 6ng a, lwét thuwét. Ba cé chiéc mii doc diva, gd ma cao,
cap moi mdng va cong, rat hiém thay trén nhirng khuén mat phu ni thuan tuy Viét

Nam.

Ba ngoai t6i phap danh 1a Tinh Tam. Tén that ctia ba 1a Hwong Qué. X&r Hué da d&t cho
dan ba nhirng cai tén dep la lung: Da Khé, Tiéu Bich, Ta Thiém, Phién Tuyét, van van.

Moi ngu®i chung quanh cho réng ba ngoai tdi la mét ngudi dan ba kho tinh, khic nghiét
va lanh 1€o Ba co mot chirng bénh khong bac st nao chira dwgc. D6 la bénh ndng co.
Cb ba ndng va rat, lam ba ray rirt, kho chiu, an ngd khong duoc, nguwdi dam ban gét. Ba
ngoa| t6i rat chiéu con chau, nhung hay la mang, ray ra gia nhan. Me t6i la con doc nhét
clia ba. Ga me t6i cho ba t6i 1a ngwdi Bac, ba ngoai t6i ludn ludn mang néi budn phai xa
dra con mét.

Téi chwa hé thay ba ngoai t6i khac nghiét hay lanh 180 Ba ngoai thich coi cai lwong, say
mé. Nhiéu khi xtic ddng, khoc sut sui . Con ngudi tinh cdm 8’y khong thé nao kha‘c
nghiét hay lanh 18o . Khi ba la m&‘ng ngudi lam, giong ba nhw doc thoai, budn nhw mot
diép khu’c than thé, khong hé co’ ti'nh ca’ch day nghié’n ctia mot ngudi cha thié'u long
nhan . Lu'c vé gia, nguwdi ddc nha’'t ma ba can nhan 1a 6ng ngoai t6i . Nhiéu khi khéng
duyén co’. Ong ngoai tdi ngudi nhd be’, ti'nh vui vé, hén nhién . Ba con goi dua la Lo
Ngoan Déng nhu trong truyén kié’m hiép . Khi ba ngoai téi cau nhau, éng ngoai téi chi
pho’t tinh, ngdi doc bao .

Me tdi ké cho téi nghe cudc doi ba ngoai . Ba chi co’ mét ngwoi chi ga'’i . Hai chi em con
quan xu’ Hué’, gia dinh phong lwu trwdng gid . Ngwdi chi ga'i, ba A'm, 18’y chéng déng
con nén va’t va . Ba ngoai t6i 18’y 6ng ngoai t6i la con quan, dwgc da mié’ng an thi lai
phai chiu nhirng dau do’n kha'c.
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Ngoai canh lam dau trong ché’ do gia dinh phong kié’n, ba ngoai t6i la mét ngwoi me
x&’u s&' . D& ba con trai déu ché’t ca ba . Me tai thi €o udt, hay dau &'m . Ba ngoai phai
dem cho chuia, ddi tén, cho than tha'nh khai b&'t di . Vi khéng co’ con trai, ba phai cwo’i
vo hau cho 6ng ngoai ra’t nhiéu lan . Me tdi ké co’ 1an ba phai ndm giwdng sa’t phong
hop can cla dng ngoai va nguoi hau tré . Ong ngoai t6i 1a mét thu’ “6ng pha’n” phong
nh3a, hao hoa, co’ khdng bié’'t bao nhiéu vo hau vo |&. Khbéng co’ con trai, ba ngoai téi
phai nuéi con nudi, hodc con trai clia nhitng nguwdi vor hau . Nhivng ngudi con trai nay
lo’n 1én (trr ngwdi con u’'t) déu phu cdng nudi dwéng clia ba ngoai téi ma di.

Thud nhé t6i khéng hiéu dwoc long wu ua’t ctia nguoi vo lo’n la ba ngoai t6i, cling nhw
ndi c6 don cla ba . O tudi tho &'u, tdi khdng hiéu dwoc can bénh no’'ng ¢d cia ba . Me
t6i bao ba twéng twong ra bénh . Tai thi cho rang ba no’ng ¢b vi hay hu't thué’c Cam Lé.

To6i lo’n 1én trong long thwong va tinh quyé’n luyé’'n clia ba ngoai . Co’ 1é t6i da lay ti'nh
da sau, da cdm, hay kho’c thwong phan nguwdi ctia ba . Tuy tri’ 0’c non no't, téi cling
bié’t ba ngoai la ngwdi hay phién mudn . Ba thi'ch t6i ngdi coi cai lwong vo'i ba, mét diéu
ma bd’ td6i c&’m doa’n. Toi tw cho minh la nguwdi ban nhé cua ba . Toi tw nguyén lo’n 1én
sé€ lam c6 gia’o, mua nha & Hué’ cho ba ngoai &.

T6i nho” mai co’ lan téi ba‘t gap ba ngoai toi nhd 1, khéng phai vi tudng cai lwong hay vi
gian 6ng ngoaj nwo’c ma‘t ba tha’m wo’t ma’i to’c dai . Tay ba run rdy Ba ké cho tdi nghe
vé mét hinh anh ma lau lau ba van tha’y trong mét gid’c méng da a’m anh ba ca doj Ba
d&n do t6i dirng ké cho ai nghe, ké ca me t6ij

Trong gid’c mong &'y, ba ngoai tdi, ngudi dan ba dep xw’ Hué’ mang tén Tinh Tam, ngbi
mo6t minh bén mot dong séng tinh 1&.ng. Co’ thé 1a dong Huwong Giang, co’ thé la con
séng B&'n Ngu, hodc co’ thé 1a khu'c séng chay qua lang Coén. Trén dong séng, co’
nhirng cd quan tai troi tiv t, lang 16&.

Ngwoi dan ba ngdi doi dé vo't nhirng cb quan tai

Gia’c mong chi d&’n do’ thdi rdi ba ngoai téi tinh day

Ban tay nhé be’ ciia du’a cha’u ga'i 1a t6i lau nwo’c mé&‘t cho ba ngoai tudi ngoai sa’u
muwoi Toi khdng tha'y s, chi thwong ba ngoai téi nam tha’y a’c mé.ng. Con a’c mong
lang I& va im lim, khéng tié'ng d6.ng.

Cang lo’n, tdi cang nho’ mai vé gid’c mong clha ba ngoai t6i Co’ lan téi héi, “Ngoai co’
bié’t trong quan tai co’ gi khéng?” Ba l1a‘c dau, khong no’i Ca'i 1a‘c dau ctia ba co’ nghia
gi téi khong ré. Ba khong bié’t trong quan tai co’ gi, xa’c cla ngwdi than, xa’c cla ngudi
la? Hay la ba l&‘c dau vi khdng mué’n tra |&i cau t6i hdi

T6i van tha‘c ma‘c mai tai sao ba ngoai t6i nam mong tha’y quan tai Tai sao ba mang
nhiéu phién mudn? Ba twong dd'i 1a dwoc sung swo’ng vat cha’t va ddi sé’ng dwoc bao
dam. Trong khi ca nwo’c khd cuc theo chié’n tranh, theo nan do’'i ndm A’t Dau, theo
cudc kha’ng chié’n ché’ng Pha’p va nhirng ngbn ngang cla lich st thi ba ngoai t6i van
may méa‘n lam ngwoi thié’'u phu quy’ pha’i da't than kinh.

N&m muwdi Iam tudi, t6i di théng minh dé phéng doa’n 1a nhirng cb quan tai trong gid’c
mong twong trwng cho nhirng ca’i ché’t cua ba ngudi con trai ba. Khéng co’ con trai la
tham kich clia cudc doi ba ngoai téi Co’ thé nhivng ¢b quan tai 4’y twong trwng cho ndi
dau khé ctia ba khi phai chu’ng kié’n nhirng ca’i ché’'t clia nhirng du’a con trai nhd vi
bénh sai kinh. Chu’'ng la sy hay diét sw’c sé’'ng va Ié an vui cua doi ba. Khéng co’ con
trai, ba so’'m ma’t tw thé’ trong gia dinh. Nghe chuyén, t6i cam tha’y ba’t man ca’i vo ly’,
vO nhan cta mot xa hoi chuyén ché’ da gay nén sy dau budn cho ba ngoai E)éng thoi,
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gid’c méng cua ba lam tb6i suy nghi dé’n cuéc doi cia nhirng phu nr Viét Nam kha’c
trong dong ho téi .

Tra’i vo’i ba ngoai t6i, ba ndi tdi khéng co’ mét ca’i tén quy’ pha’i bandi téi la con mét 6ng
cu dd hay chir. Ba tha’p lun, mat tron tria, phu’c hau, ti'nh tinh don gian, nhu mi, khéng
bao gi®& ban g&'t. LA’y 6ng ndi t6i 1a ngwdi chl rudng, ba ndi téi phai lam viéc va't va,
qua’n xuyé’n viéc ddng a’ng, nha ctra Réi hai 6ng ba bd hé’t ciia cai, rudbng vwdn di cw
vao mién Nam. Lu’c mo’i vao Sai Gon, ba tdi phai di ga'nh nwo’c thué, hang ngay phai
day tir ba gi& sa’ng di ba’n x6i rong dé nudi gia dinh cho d&’n khi bd’ t6i dwoc bd di day .
B6&’ tdi bao ba ndi lun xan vi sud’t ddi phai gébng ga’nh bung xa’ch. Nhirng géng ga'nh
bwng xa’ch da huy diét sw’c lo’n trong xwong co't cua ba tir thud con la thié'u nir.

Cang vé gia , ba noi toi cang say swa ké 1é nhung chuyén qua’ khu’ & mién Ba‘c Viét
Nam. Ba la nan nhan cua tuc tdo hon. Ba bi ga cho mét cau be’ trai 1én bay Budn tai, ba
tré’n vén nha cha me . Réi sau, ba 18’y 6ng ndi t6i la con nha dia chi . Ba phai lam dau,
ciing phai dé éng noi t6i 18’y vo be’, va phai tdo tan swong gio’. Sinh dé ca hon muwoi
lan, chi nuéi dworc ndm. Trong cudc chié’n tranh Viét Pha’p, ngudi con ga'i dau long cla
ba, cd ca chi bd’ t6i, bi t& nan ndm hai mwoi tudj Cé ca 1a nguoi phu ni hoc thu'c, lam
nghé y ta’, no’i tié’ng Pha’p thao

Ngay con la hoc sinh & Viét Nam, t6i van suy nghi mai, khéng hiéu tai sao trong cudc
ddi ba ndi t6i cling co’ nhirng ca’i tang dau khd, nhirng bié’n c6’ da’nh ndng vao dau o'c,
vay ma ba ndi t6i khéng méng tha’y quan taj Hay la ba néi téi cling co’ ndam méng da’y,
ma khéng ké 1&, kho’c thwong?

Chié’c quan tai a’m anh tudi tho' ctia t6i cuing vo’i hinh anh nhitng ngudi dan ba kha'c
trong ho . Téi co’ ngwdi cd ho, t&n Oanh, ndm hai mwoi hai tudi thi chdng ché’t tran. Co
than kho'c, vat va, gao the'’t, va't viwdng, mat lac than cd ma’y nam sau do’. Trong ho
hay bao: cé khat khung vi dau khd. Téi co’ nguoi di ho, tén Thanh, chdng ché’t d lau
Ba ngdi ba’n no’n & cho Déng Ba, Hué’ dé nudi con. Bu’a con trai clia ba ché't tran.
Quan tai ctia con ché vé, ba ciing kho'c lo'c, vat va, khat khung nhw ¢ Oanh. Chuw’ng
kié’n néi dau khd cta ho, tdi van tu hdi khéng bié’t réi ho co’ ndm méng tha’y nhirng cb
quan tai tréi 1&énh béng trén sdng nhw ba ngoai t6i?

Ciing ndm muoi 1am tudi, t6i doc cud’n Pha'i Thu’ Hai (Deuxiéme Sexe) clia nha van
Pha’p Simone de Beauvoir, tinh nhan cua trié’t gia Jean Paul Sartre Tri’ o’c t6i chwa du
pha’t trién dé ha’p thu hé&'t ca’i thuyé’t tranh dau’ cho ni gio’i trong ta’c phdm clia de
Beauvoir. Nhwng t6i da da lo’n khdng dé nha.n thu'c rang trong ta’c phadm cla nha van
ni¥ nay, khéng co’ ca’'i am anh dau thwong ctia nhirng cb quan tai nhw trong gid’c méng
clia ba ngoai, khéng co’ nhirng gong ga’nh, bung xa’ch dén lun ca ngwdi nhw trong doi
ba ndi tdi, cling khéng co’ nhirng ¢b quan tai boc c& va nhirng con vat va, khat khing
clia ¢d Oanh va di Thanh. Nhitng phu ntr Au My tranh d&’u dé dwoc quyén. Con nhirng
phu ni trong gia dinh t6i ph&’n d&’u dé sé’ng con, va sé’ng la sé’ng cho ngudi chu’
khéng phai cho minh. Téi tw hdi tai sao trén méat da’'t nay ma nhirng mau ngudi dan ba
dwoc Simone de Beauvoir phan ti'ch 14 ta’c phadm cua tri’ tué va y’ thu'c, con nhirng
ngwdi dan ba than yéu trong doi t6i 1a ta’c phdm clia nwo’c ma‘t chay ngwoc vao long?

Tha’ng tw nam bay lam, bd’ téi mang vg’ con, cha me va anh em vao phi trwong Tan
Son Nha't dé doi ma’y bay sang My. Di nhién la 6ng ba ngoai t6i & lai Sai Gon chu’
khong thé nao theo con ga'’i va gia dinh con ré. Cudc ly biét qua’ nga‘n ngi, voi va. Dé
tra'nh xu’c déng, 6ng ngoai t6i la’nh méat con ga'i, con ré, va ca’c cha’u Me t6i ciing
tra’nh vwong va’n chia tay vo’i 6ng ba ngoai, va téi cling thé’. Téi nho’ me t6i goi ba
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ngoai vao trao tay hdom chia kho’a thay thé’ |&i tir biét.

B’ tdi dung xe hoi ché gia dinh vao phi trwong . Khéng hiéu vi sao, téi tinh nguyén la’i
Honda PC theo sau T6i nho” méi hinh anh ba ngoai t6i dw’'ng ngo nga’c bén ctra s6 san
nha, khéng da’'m héi chuyén dé tra’nh xu’c dong khi nhirng ngwdi than cla ba dang ti'u
ti't stra soan cho cudc hanh trinh vo di.nh. Ba doi no’'n la’ nhw lu’c di cho,to’c mud’i tiéu
bu’i dang sau, d6i m&‘t budn nhw mué’n kho'c.

Do’ Ia 1an cud’i cling tdi nhin tha’y ba ngoai t6i

Bay gi¢ t6i da lo’n, téi khdng lam c6 gia’o Toi khong & Hué’ va ba ngoai téi da ché't.
Mét budi chiéu mua ha ndm bay chi'n, t6i theo mét ngudi ban trai My lam nghé pho’
nhom, mué’n chup &nh téi dé “lang x&” tdi lam ngwdi mau Toi goi dién thoai vé nha, thi
bén kia dau day me téi tw'c twdi: “Con oi, ba ngoai ché’t roil”. Tw nhién trong bung toi
dau nho’i nhw co’ miii dao dam. Téi khéng kho’c nhwng 1an dau tién trong doi, tdi co’
cam gia’c goi la “dau nhw du’t rudt”.

Ba ngoai t6i ché’t trong dau do’n vi bao bénh ma khéng du thué’c men. Ba ma’t di khéng
mot lan tha’y lai du’a con ga'’i than yéu, con ré, va ca’c cha’u ngoai, nha't 1a du’a cha'u
da chia sé nhirng giot nwo’c ma‘t vo’i ba.

Ca’i ché’t clia ba ngoai lam t6i tha'm thi’a thém y’ nghia “sinh ly t& biét”. Lan cud’i cung
nhin ba ngoai budi chiéu tha’ng tw nam bay lam, khi ba tdn ngan dw’ng bén ctra s6 nhin
con cha'u ra di 1a y’ nghia ndi kho “sinh ly”. Va tin ba ché’t & bén kia bd dai dwong la y’
nghia niém dau “tt biét” . Téi tw an Gi nghi rang tdi khdng phai la ngwdi ddc nhat tha'm
thi'a ca’i dau sinh ly t&r biét. Ma do’ la ca’i dau chung cua ca mét dan tdc ke’'m may ma‘n
trén ban d6 thé’ gio’i N6 1& va chié’'n tranh. M6t con 1&’c chi'nh tri xoay chuyén ca nguén
g6’c ciia mdt van ho’a nghéo, cham tié’n. Trong phan tw thé ky ma hai lan di tan ca triéu
con nguwoi, vwot duwong tredng, vuot dai dwong.

Toi van tw hdi trong thdi gian chu’ng téi & My, va ba ngoai s&'ng thié’u thé’n & Viét Nam,
khéng bié’'t ba co’ ndm mong tha’y nhirng cb quan tai trdi séng, va ba co’ thdy nhirng gi

bén trong cb quan tai do’ ? Piéu do’ ba chwa hé he’ mdi chia sé vo’'i toi Hay vo'i ba’t cu’
ai, ké& ca chong con.

N&m mét chi’n chi'n muwoi, t6i co’ mét hdi réanh réi trong nghé nghiép dé doc lai van
chwong Viét Nam. Lan d4u tién, t6i ngdi doc hé't m&’y ngan cau Truyén Kiéu, dé& ngadm
nghi vé nwo’c ma‘t, dinh ménh, va sy pha’n da’'u ctia ¢ Kiéu, vé than phan nguwdi dan
ba ma Nguyén Du thwong xo’'t nhw thwong xo’t chi’nh than phan tai hoa ké si, va ndi co
don tot d6 cua nguwoi thu'c gia:

Ba’t tri tam ba’ch dw nién hau
Thién ha ha nhan kha’p T6’ Nhw

Ciing nam do’, vo tinh t6i doc mét truyén nga‘n cua ba Bui Bi'ch Ha, lam t6i nho’ gid'c
mong cla ba ngoai . Téi khdng bié't 1a truyén co’ that hay khong? Nha van ké lai truyén
clia mot ngudi dan ba Viét Nam di vo't xa’c con trén dwdng di vwot bién. Truyén lam toi
bang hoang, nha‘c t6i nho’ hinh &nh ngudi dan ba chiu dwng, ngdi mét minh ché nhirng
c¢b quan tai 1énh bénh trén séng. Nhirng cb quan tai ciia Tinh Tam.

T6i di tim mét cud’n sa’ch tdm ly’ giai méng ctia Tay phwong. Trong cud’n sa’'ch do’, ta’c
gid bdo ndm mong tha’y quan tai la cdm gia’c ba’t an clia ngudi bi de doa béi thién tai,
dai hoa, sw trirng phat v6 co’ clia dinh ménh, hoan canh, & ngoai kha nang va quyén
han cda con nguwoi, khéng do lvdng dworc.

Cud’i nam do’, co’ 1an t6i ra du’'ng bén bd Pai Tay Duong, ngéd'm twong N&r Than Ty Do
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khi thanh pho’ Ntru UWo’c 1én dén . Gio’ lanh la.nh. Hinh anh nguoi phu ni» cAm chié’c
dud’c soi b& dai dwong strng sirng mét minh ty nhién lam téi nhé nwo’c ma't.

To6i khong bié’t minh nhé nwo’c ma't vi ai, cho ai Téi dau da’'m ba‘t chwo’c con ngwoi tai
t&r Nguyén Du kho’c nguwdi ba trdm nam trwo’c dé hdi ngudi ba trdm nam sau Co’ 18 toi
kho'c vi t6i nho’ lai cudc di cw ngay nao Téi nho’ d&’'n khudn mat dep va a’nh ma‘t su
mudn cla ba ngoai t6i Gid’c mo hon nhién cua tudi tho, sé lam cd gia’o nudi ba ngoai &
Hué’, t6i da bé ma’'t. Ba khéng con chi la ba ngoai, ma la hinh anh Tinh Tam, nguwoi phu
nir sinh trwvo’c toi hai thé’ hé.. Hinh anh ba mang t6i vé tudi tho xw’ me.. Hinh nhuw toi
kho’c vi trong long t6i cling mang hinh anh nhirng ¢b quan tai nhw trong gid’c mong cta
Tinh Tam. Vi tdi mang nang mét noi ché’n da di vao tiém thuw’c t6i, mét noi ché’n ma
than phan dan ba la tié'ng kéu rén sié’'t trong nhirng tap tuc va thanh kié’n van ho’a bo’p
kep con nguoi, noi chd’n clia mot cude chié’n tranh tw'c twédi, va nhivng hdn loan lich st
vOi voi thwong dau, da gay nén sy pha’ san, khéng phai chi vat cha't, kinh t&’, ma e con
lan sang dia hat tinh than.

To6i tw héi co’ nguwdi phu nir Viét Nam nao nhay cdm, la nan nhan cua xa hdi chié’n tranh
do’, ma khéng mang trong long nhivng ¢b quan tai ctia Tinh Tam? Téi may ma‘n sinh ra
trong mot thoi dai khdng phai géng ga’nh, bwng xa’ch nhw ba ndi t6i, khédng phai cuwo’i
vo hau cho chdng nhw ba ngoai t6i, khdng phai Ia nan nhan cda tuc tdo hén, khéng phai
t0i su vi khdng co’ con traj T6i may ma‘n khéng phai di vo’t xa'c con, di nhan xa’c
chdng, xa’c con trai nhw nhirng ngwdi ba’t hanh ctia ¢d” hwong day dau khd.

Téi tin vao thuy@'t tiém thu’c tap thé ctia nha tam ly’ hoc Carl Jung. Cho nén t6i du’'ng
do’, d&’i dién twong N&r Than Tw Do, bén be bién Dai Tay Dwong, la mét ngwdi dan ba
di dan dé’n tir nwo’c Viét Nam nhé be’, trvo’c nguwdng clra thé’ ky hai mwo’i mé’'t, nho’
dé&’n hwong hon cuia ba ngoai va nghe tié’ng kéu kho'c clia nhirng ngudi dan ba Viét
Nam x&’u s6&’. Téi dé&’'n My khi con la dw’a be’ ga’i ham hé trwo’c cudc d&i Cudc di cw da
cho t6i 1&’i thoa't va co hdi dé a’p dung sw phan ti'ch cia Simone de Beauvoir vao doi
s6’ng clia chi’nh minh. Nhwng téi van nhd nwo’c ma'‘t, hwo'ng vé Tay phwong va quay
lai Dong phwong, thwong tw héi mdi noi sé dem lai nhirng gi cho ti'nh nhay cam va ca'i
tiém thu’c van ho’a trong téi Nwo’c ma'‘t tdi vaAn nhd, cho du bé ngoai t6i cu’'ng ra‘n, vi toi
da nghe, da chu’ng, da xo’t xa trong long vé nhivng ¢b quan tai ctia Tinh Tam.

T6i mudn nam bat nét dep
cua nén van hoa qué hugng toi
Nguyeén Xuan Hoang

Co Ié nguoi doc Viét hai ngoai khéng xa la gi véi Dwong Nhw Nguyén qua nhiing truyén
ngén trén tap chi Thé Ky 21 [Nam California] nhitng ndm 90. Ndm 1999 nha xuét ban
V&n Nghé [Nam California] &n hanh cuén Mui huong qué cida cé, va ndm nay, 2005,
Duong Nhw Nguyén ciing vira cho phat hanh cudn Chin chir cda nang [nxb Van Md&i,
Nam California], déng thoi véi cuén Daughters of the River Huong - a Vietnamese royal
concubine and her descendants (RavensYard Publishing, Ltd., Fairfax Va. ISBN 1-
928928-16-1; trade paperback, 271 pages, SRP $17.95)...

Bai nay duoc viét tir cuée néi chuyén qua internet véi nha véan, luét sw, gido sw Duong
Nhw Nguyén.

Viet Mercury (VM): O bia lung cuén sach, duéi dong tit “Love & War /Tinh yéu & Chién
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tranh”, nguoi ta doc duoc cau “Bire tranh &n tuong nay sé nhdc nhé doc gia téi nhiing
truyén cé tdm voc bao quat ctia Gone with the Wind va The Thorn Birds, duom thém
tinh nhan bén va tinh yéu sau xa gitka me va con ctia The Joy Luck Club.” C6 cé thé cho
biét swr so sénh nay cé nghia gi?

Dwong Nhw Nguyén (DNN): Viéc so sanh tac phdm cla téi véi Gone with the Wind,
Thorn Birds, hay Joy Luck Club la y nghi cGia nha xuét ban, dé giai thich ly do tai sao ho
mudn dau tw vao tiéu thuyét cla t6i sau khi da doc ban thao. Cau nay khong phai la
quan diém cua toi. Ngworc lai, toi co thoi quen la trong tién trinh sang tao, khong bao gio
viét dé cho gidng hay theo mét khuén mau cla bat ky tac phadm ndi tleng nao. Viét |14 viét
theo sw thoi thic sang tao (artistic vision) clia chinh minh ma théi. Bang chirng 13 trwdc
khi RavensYard dén va&i toi, ba Sandra Kjistra, dai dién cho Amy Tan va Stephen King,
da héi thac t6i viét lai tac phdm nay cho gidng cudn Memoir of a Geisha ctia Arthur
Golden, thi ba ta m&i nghi dén viéc dem tac phadm cla téi dén véi cac nha xuét ban
danh tiéng ctia Hoa Ky. Tai da bac bé dé nghi dé, ciing chi vi khéng muén di theo mét
khuén mau khi viét vé& ngudn coi ciia minh.

VM: Con vé céi tua cua tac phém, tai sao c¢6 chon River Huong ma khéng phai la
Perfume River nhw mdt cach day sach dén nguoi doc tieng Anh?

DNN: Perfume River la danh xwng do ngwdi ngoai quéc dich tén ctia dong Hwong giang
x&¢ Hué. Nguwdi Hué khong ai goi dong séng lich sir ctia qué hwong minh 1a “dong Nwéc
Hoa” ca. “Perfume” hay “parfum” la mét k§ nghé budn ban, mét hinh thirc my pham phu
du bén ngoai, lam dep cho phu ni theo kiéu quyén ri nguoi khac phai, hoan toan co
tinh cach vat chat hoi hot, khéng phai la phdm lwong bén trong. “Nwéc hoa” sé phai di.
“Mui hwong” trai lai co thé toa tir tién kiép, lién ddi kiép nay sang kiép khac, khéng gian
nay qua khéng gian khac, di tir qua kh, hién tai, va cé thé chuyén ché vao twong lai, tv
vo thirc, tiém thirc, t&i y thire. V&I mui hwong that sy (authentic) nhw trong cau: “Hiru xa
tw nhién hwong” thi “hwong” cé thé tré thanh bét diét trong tri twdng va tam thire cla
ngudi thwdng ngoan. Hwong con 14 tiéng thom, co thé toa ra tir day hon 1a mot luyén
nhé vao rivng ky niém. Tiéng tam (cai gi lwu lai) 1a soi day lién déi gitra sw phan doan
cua lich st (external) v&i dao dlrc ca nhan (intrinsic). Pao dirc & day co6 nghia la
“universal truths” céng cudc di tim sw thyc clia ngudi cadm but, chir khdng phai 1a ky
cwong cla ton gido hay xa hoi.

Chr “hwong” do d6 mang y nghia tam linh nhiéu hon vat chat, phai dich Ia “fragrance”
trong tri twédng, hoac “good name” nhuw trong “tieéng thom muén thud”. “Hwong” la mét
“motif” lién tuc trong sang tao cuda toi....

VM: Hién nay c6 dang doc tac gia nao?

DNN: Téi mai vira doc lai mét sd nhirng tac phdm bat hi clia van hoc Nga, the classics,
tir Tolstoy cho dén Dostoevsky, ngay ca Solzhenitsyn ctia thdi can dai. DT nhién 1a khi
quay vé classique, tdi doc lai ludn Boris Pasternak va Franz Kafka. Nhan tién t6i doc
Henrik Ibsen cta Na Uy (The Master Builder), George Bernard Shaw (dé nhan thic
thém mot 1an niva rang Shaw da di trwdc qua xa thoi dai ctia dng séng) va ca Theodore
Dreiser (dé nhac lai cho minh nhé thé nao la mét cuén tiéu thuyét Hoa Ky, the cliche -
the American novel, that sy ding nghia |4 tiéu thuyét vai tt ca tam ly nhan vat, cwong
dd, va cao do cha nghé thuat tiéu thuyét!).

Téi doc cac nha van Nga va Déng Au vi t6i mwong twong thay hinh nhw cac tac gia nay
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dwoc truyén tung trong gidi tri thire thudc thé hé cla 6ng. Téi muébn tim hiéu vé cach
nhin va nép séng tdm linh cta thé hé nay. Ly do: Téi mudn tao dwng mét nhan vat chinh
(protagonist) la mét ngudi dan dng Viét Nam cung thé hé véi éng, sbng trong 16ng nwéc
My, cho ban thdo sap t&i, ban thao ma t6i chwa bat dau.

Nhw 6ng da thay, téi rat trong classiques, vi classiques da dwoc minh chirng béi thoi
gian. Tuy nhién, khi doc lai classiques, t6i thdy ré nhitng gi da 16i thoi vé bat phap bén
canh tinh chét vi dai trwdng ctru clia classiques. T6i ¢d tinh khéng chd y dén nhivng tac
ph&m hién dai dang ban chay hay dang ndi tiéng, dwoc gidi nay giai no, van van, dé
tranh khéi bi anh hwéng hay chi phéi b&i thi trwérng hay chinh tri.

VM: Ly do nao da thic day cé viét cuébn Nhirng ngudi con gai ctia sébng Huwong?

DNN: Nha xuét ban RavenYard da héi t6i mot cau twong tw, va téi cho réng khé co thé
noi dwoc ddng co nao 14 ngudn nang lyc sang tao clia moét nha van, tuy nhién déi voi
cubn sach nay, mét sb chi dé da theo dudi téi, do la thanh phé Hué, séng Hwong, va
nguwdi dan cla vwong qudc Cham da bi xda tén.

Me t6i, mot phu ni» Hué, la ngudi da gop phan quan trong trong cudc ddi van chuong
cla téi ngay tir thué con tho. Téi tin rang tat ca nhivng cwu chién binh Viét Nam déu
nhé dén Hué va tran chién Mau Than nam 1968. Hué la ¢ d, & thanh phé tiéu biéu
cho mét thoi doc lap vinh quang trwde khi bi ngwdi Phap d6 ho. Thé nén kiém soat Hué
la mét diéu quan trong va dé 1a ly do tai sao tran chién nam 1968 da khéc liét nhw vay.
Toi biét nhirng nguwoi cwu chién binh My tham chién tai Viét Nam déu nh¢ dén tén cla
thanh phd nay. M6t 1an, trong mét cudc gap go xa giao tai nha moét nguwoi lam phim (o
California, t6i dwoc gidi thiéu véi mot nguwdi cwu chién binh My va khi biét rang me téi la
nguwdi Hué, 6ng ta noi ngay dén tat cd nhivng gi ma 6ng ta biét vé thanh phé nay, twu
trung chi la tran chién xay ra & dé. Diéu nay phan nao lam cho téi cdm thay bubn vi qué
hwong cla me t6i da gan lién véi moét cude chién dAm mau trong tam hén ngudi My. D6
ciing la ly do t6i muén mang Hué va chi dé lién quan dén né vao tac pham nay.

VM: C6 c6 chju anh huéng but phap cua tac gia nao khéng?

DNN: But phap cua tac gia Hoa Ky hay but phap cua tac gia Viét Nam? Thwa khong.
Hoan toan khang. Vé bat phap cla céac tac gia Hoa Ky: Téi con chi trwong sé dem
metaphor, simile (but phap an du) cla tiéng Viét vao van chwong My. T6i da ting bi
mot, hai readers phé binh (day 1a nhivng readers t6t nghiép khéa van chwong) cho Ia
van cla téi “unAmerican” vi cac metaphor la hodc! M6t vai ngudi khac (thwéng 1a trong
nganh bao chi) thi hét Iong bénh v t6i, ndi rang tiéng Anh cla t6i néi bat 1én mét giong
ndi (the voice) rat dic biét va authentic. Mainstream nghf thé nao? Khi chon con dwdng
dat tac phdm vao tay Ravensyard (vi ho yéu ciu) va khoéng di qua cac trung gian van
chwong & Nivu Uérc, toi chang nght dén viéc sé co tén tac phAm minh trén muc Book
Review cuia t& New York Times. Diéu d6 that tinh khéng quan trong dbi véi téi. Toi cang
I&n tudi cang ly twéng va Iang man: néu Huong qua that 1a Huong, thi khéng can New
York Times ciing tao ra Huong; Huong téa trong béng téi thi méi la huwong déc biét.
Hwong dem ban thanh perfume & Gallerie LaFayette la hwong mai ban.

But phap cla tac gia Viét Nam trong cac sang tac tiéng Viét cta téi? Cling hoan toan

khong. (T6i viét song nglr; viét thang bang tiéng Viét; tuy nhién bay gio’ thi ngwng han va
chu trong hoan toan vao tiéng Anh.)
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Khong bj anh hwéng khéng cé nghia 13 téi khéng yéu thich mot sb tac gid nao dé. Toi
thich Nabokov, vi 6ng 1a ngudi doc nhat trong van chwong phuwong Tay viét nhiéu they
tiéng cling mét ldc ciing nhw tiéng me dé: Anh, Phap, Nga. Ong that sw |a mét nha van
song ngl¥, mot nha van lwu vong véi rat nhiéu khuén mat.

T6i xin thu nhan, khi viét tiéng Anh, téi khong thé theo nbi ngoi but trac tuyét clia
Nabokov. Khéng dam cé tham vong dé. Viét chi d& ma viét. Toi rat ghét nhirng ngudi
viét vé&i tham vong — some sort of a “hidden agenda” nhw cai thang dé tréo. Toi chi co
thé 1a t6i. Never any hidden agenda in what | write. The heart is the heart, pen is pen,
and art is art.

Trong thé gidi van chwong tiéng Viét, khong ai viét tiéng Viét theo kiéu lanh chao xw
Hué hay hon ba Tuy Hong. Cho dén hém nay, chwa ai viét mét truyén ngan nao lam toi
nh& mai cho bang mét truyén ngén cta Trung Dwong. Va téi chwa thay cé nha van niv
nao & hai ngoai da vwot 1&n trén dan chj. D6 1a theo tiéu chuén chd quan cla toi, dwa
trén nhirng gi toi doc tir t sach cla bd me t6i, thoi tho 4u.

VM: Vén chuong trong nwée, van chuong ngoai nuwée? Co ngudi noi da dén lic ngon
dubc phai chuyén sang cho thé hé méi, c6 nghi sao?

DNN: T6i khéng dam noi vé van chwong trong nwéc vi khdng da div kién. Tuy nhién,
nhirng gi tdi da doc, ngoai vai truyén ngan ctia Nguy&an Huy Thiép, chi dem dén cho téi
sy that vong. Cau héi dwoc dat ra, trong mot méi trwdng thiéu tw do ngén luan, lam thé
nao cho van chuong khéi sdc? Van chwong chdng déi, dissident, dwoc danh gia theo
mot sé tiéu chuén danh riéng cho van chwong chdng ddi. Tiéu chudn 4y chwa han la
tiéu chuan van chwong.

Vé van chwong hai ngoai, Vietnamese exile literature, t6i cdng nhan va dong y véi éng,
rang ngon dudc phai chuyén dén tay nguoi clia thé hé mai. Nhin vao thé hé méi, theo
t6i, thi ngay ca nhirng tac pham bestsellers, va ngay ca ca nhan t6i voi séng Huong (voi
tat ca nhirng han dinh vi tinh huéng riéng biét cla né (limitations by circumstances), hau
nhw chwa cé mét chd dirng gi dang ké trong pham vi rong I&n. Everything still remains
to be seen. Con dwong di, dwdi mét téi, 1a con dwdng thién ly. Dwdng di chwa dén.

VM: C6 nghi gi vé tinh “ldo hoa” trong vdn chuong hai ngoai dwoc noi dén hién nay?

DNN: “Lao héa” la chu trinh chung cla tat cd moi sv viéc. Trong lanh vyc van chuong,
chwa chéc “lao hoa” 1a diéu dang tiéc. (Néu “lao hoa” cé nghia la “tuyét tw”, khdng co ai
dé thap tiép ngon dudc, thi vang, nén cé tiéng chudng kéu ciru. Nhwng néu that sy da
“tuyét tw” thi cé kéu ctru ciing khong lam gi dwoc. Nguy hiém 1a & sw “tuyét tw” chi
khéng phai & sw that hién nhién: 130 héa.

V&n chwong can tudi tac va kinh nghiém, gibng nhuw rwou ngon, gibng nhw my nhén tw
c6 nhw danh tuéng, cang nhiéu tudi cang sac sao (trong tiéu chuan gourmet, néu that
sy 1a my nhan, thi phai gia di méi dep. Néu khéng tai sao nguoi ta lai vi my nhan voi
danh tuéng? Co twéng nao tré méng ma coé kinh nghiém chién trwérng da dé tré thanh
danh twéng hay khoéng, ké ca Napoleon va Alexandre? Thuay Kiéu 16 lam sao thu hat
cho bang Thay Kiéu 35, khi mé&t hé thu da long lanh ngén 1& vi dwéng ddi, va trai tim da
trwdng thanh da dé mang tinh cdm séc déi ra cam ky?

A

Diéu ma t6i lo ngai hon van dé “lao héa” 1a van dé “thoai hda trong tiéu chuan” (sub-
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standardization, chir dung cua riéng t6i). Trong cong ddng Viét Nam, hién tuo’ng nay

xay ra, la trach nhiém cuta nhirng ngwoi cam but di sau, va la trach nhiém cta doc gla
Cua cong dong nguo’l doc. Diéu nay qua nan giai, vuot ra ngoal cudc néi chuyén cla
ching ta hém nay, vi c6 lién quan dén van dé xa hoi hoc clia tinh hudng di dan.

VM: C6 bao nhiéu phéan doi thuc cta cé trong téc phdm nay?

DNN: Nha xuét ban RavenYard ciing d& héi t6i mdt cau nhw thé. Toi cé thé néi rang day
la mot tac phdm van chwong hw clu, khéng phai 1a mét cubn tw truyén. Tuy nhién tiéng
néi ctia mdi nhan vat chinh trong bo trwdng thién tiéu thuyét nay déu phang phét tinh
chan thwe. Nhivng diéu t6i viét ra 1a nhivng gi ma nhirng vi gido sw bd mén dién xuét cta
t6i goi la nhirng hoi-trc-bén-nhay, mét phwong phap dién xuat san khau ma nir dién vién
Uta Hagen la ngwai tién khéi. T6i hoc dwoc ky thuat nay tlr triwdng dao tao dién vién
san khau. Téi da hoc cach lam thé nao thé nhap vao dong cam xuc ca nhan ciia minh
dé c6 thé 1am rung dodng I&n nhitng tinh cam trung thwc va mang né vao sang tao. Bay
gi® thi la chuyén hét strc tw nhién va téi d& mang dwoc cai phuong phap hdi-trc-bén-
nhay nay cla k¥ thuat san khau vao viéc sang tao nhirng tac phdm hw clu. Mot sé
nhirng nha phé binh van hoc hay nhirng nguwoi day viét van thwong cho rang tac pham
so khéi clia nha van déu mang d4u an tw truyén. Tuy nhién mot diéu xin nh¢& rang
nhirng nha van ciing da hoc dwoc nguyén tac can ban cda nghé thuat viét van: Viét vé
nhirng gi ma ban biét r&. Séng Hwong la nhirng gi ma t6i biét.

VM: Hién nay cé lam gi?

DNN: Hién téi la giao sw day b6 mén luat tai Dai hoc Luat khoalthénh phé Denver. Toi
song va gitr virng cwong vi chuyén nghiép trong nganh luat suot 20 nam qua, ludn ludn
gan bo v&i nhirng gia tri tuyét voi clia nganh nay.

VM: Lam sao c6 ¢é thé vira theo duéi luét vira theo duébi van chuong?

DNN: T6i thay la minh da c6 thé két hop ca hai mét cach hai hoa. Van dé chi la mac do
quyét tdm va sw hy sinh ctia nha van. ‘Trong nhiéu cong viéc lién quan dén nganh luat,
t6i da phai d4u tranh vé&i mét thanh kién ludn cho rang néu la mét con ngwdi nghé si toi
da khéng bao gi® cé thé hoat ddng trong nganh luat phap mét cach nghiém tac. Thanh
kién nay cang dwoc tang thém bdi vi ngudi ta cho réng t6i 1a mot phu ni¥ Déng Nam A,
sbéng dong khung trong nhirng mau muc van hoa nhat dinh.

Hon thé niva, luat phap 1a khudn kh6 nguyén tac con nghé thuat 1a tw do phong ting,
tién trinh sang tao hoan toan khac biét. Sy xung dét nay - gilba van chwong va luat phap
- da duworc téi trinh bay trong nhirng cong trinh nghién ctru han lam.

MGt cach tom tat, trén rat nhiéu phuong dién, t6i nhan thay rang thé gi¢i cta van
chwong va luat phap da bé tic 1an nhau.

VM: Cé nghi gi vé céc séng tac co chét tinh duc & vai tac gia hién nay?

DNN: Cach day may thang, t6i dwoc biét rang toi da duwoc xép loai vao chung véi mot sé
phu nir viét van tiéng Viét — viét vé tinh duc. T6i xin khang dinh — t6i chwa bao gi¢ viét
vé tinh duc ca. Téi chi viét vé kinh nghiém lam ngudi. Ngudi ni nbng nan va nguoi nip
nhoc nhan. Va t6i cling khong lay gi 1am hanh dién dwoc chd dirng “tién phong” cho

phong trao “viét vé tinh duc” nay.
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Trong viéc phé binh van hoc (mét dia hat qua thiéu vang trong tinh hudng eo hep cla
kiép di dan), dung tiéu chuén gi day dé danh gia hién twong nay — cai goi la “nha van
Viét Nam viét vé tinh duc, ni¥ ciing nhw nam”? Néu néi rang nha van ni Viét Nam di vao
mot thé giéi ma trwde kia la chd dirng clia dan 6ng, thi Anais Nin da 1am diéu nay tir
thap nién 1930. Tai sao dan ba Viét Nam bay gi¢ di lam chuyén do, chi dé cébng nhan
minh da thut IUi sau Anais Nin gan c& mot thé ky?

Artists write art. Artists write humanity. Thinkers write thoughts. Thinkers write social
justice. Artists and thinkers do not write sexuality for the sake of sexuality. Néu tinh duc
la mot phan cdia kinh nghiém nhan sinh, thi nguwoi nghé si sé ta duc tinh dé di tim cai
dep cla nhan sinh va nha tw twéng sé& mé ta duc tinh dé tranh dau cho nhan sinh. Duc
tinh viét khoi khoi, gratuitously, 1a kh&i diém cGa mai ban, dung ngay than xac con
ngwdi dé 1am shock effect, ma trong d6 phu nir thwong thwdng 1a bi boc 16t. Nguwoi luat
gia noi rdng day & mai ban appealing to the prurient interest. Khdng thé dung realism dé
bao chira cho chiéu hwdng mai ban nay.

Tinh duc, realism, trong pham vi tiéu thuyét, can phai dwoc authenticated tré thanh mot
kinh nghiém nhan sinh (t6i khdng biét phai dich chiv “authenticated” lam sao), chu ky
“authentication” d6 phai dat trén kién thire, tri tué, va sw ngam ngui suy gam vé kiép
nguwol - knowledge, experience, and then the necessary elaboration. Bi vao lanh viwc mé
ta tinh duc con nguwdi bang tri twéng twong, va cham ca vao pham vi chuyén mén cla
tam Iy hoc va y hoc-- c6 thé sé tré thanh faux pas I&n nhat cho ngudi tap cam viét. Write
only what you know! Day la nguyén Iy rd rét nhat cho trwéng day van chwong sang tao
& xt nay. Néu khong, viét vé tinh duc sé tré thanh moét sw trich thwong, kéch com va
guwong ép. Cé nhiéu khi di ludn vao cai ma doc gia cé tam véc sé cho la “bad taste”.

VM: Tén cb la Nhw Nguyén, nghia la?

DNN: Véang, tén téi la Nhw-Nguyén. May All Your Wishes Come True. Va téi thwdng ty

b&o minh: ct viét di, dirng suy nghi dén thanh céng thi tét hon. Con dwéng thién ly dep
vi hoa né trén dwdng di, chir khdng phai vi né dan dén dich: mét ngdi nha vang nao do
dé nhét con chim hot!

Chin chir cua nang
Dwong Drc Nhw chuyén ngir

Trich tir truyén ngdn dau trong tuyén tdp truyén ngan cung ten Chin Chit cua Nang (Van
Mdi: 2005). Truyén ciing la mot chwong trong tiéu thuyet tiéng Anh ciia Dwong Nhu
Nguyén dang cho doi dwoc xudt ban nhw truyén tiép néi (sequel) ciia Daughters of the
River Huong (Nhirng Nguwoi Con Gai Song Huong.

**k*

Mua thu 1976, H6i Sinh Vién Viét Nam tai Southern lllinois State University (SISU) tirc
Dai Hoc Nam lllinois cé chirng hai chuc hdi vién. Pa sb hoc nganh ki sw hodc ké toan,
va ¢6 hoc bdng tlr hdi méi sang Mi trwde 75. Sau khi Sai Gon sup dd, phai can cad mot
nam tréi dé ho diéu chinh tinh trang di tra, thay di chwong trinh tai trg sinh vién, 6n
dinh tinh than va tiép tuc ddi sdng. Luc dau khéng ai dé y, nhwng dan dan trong Hoi ai
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ciing biét chuyén Chang Khuing. Nhw mét dao sT ki di, han thiét Iap ban doanh tai hanh
lang tda nha Krost Hall, nam gitva Trung Tam Sinh Vién va Toéa Nha Hanh Chanh
Woody. Han ngbi trén mot tAm chan, nhiéu khi hdn ding, khua chan maa tay va lam
badm mot minh. Quanh hén 14 nhirng truyén don va quang céo vé tw do, dan chi trong
khdi Thé Gigi Thir Ba.

Trong nhém sinh vién Viét Nam, moi ngwoi don dai vé cudc doi han. Truwdc kia, hdn
tirng 1& mot sinh vién tién s tai phan khoa Khoa Hoc Chinh Tri. H&n xuét than t&» mot gia
dinh cach mang. Cha han la mét anh hiing trong khang chién chdng Phap, 6ng chét tran
tai Dién Bién Phi. Nguoi anh ca nuéi han. Ong nay la Chanh S& An Ninh phi Téng
Théng cha chanh pha Sai Gon. Mét hém, 6ng dwa ngwdi em ra may bay, va ké do,
nguoi thanh nién nay da co mat tai SISU, noi ¢6 Trung Tam Viét Hoc. Ai ciing biét tham
vong ctia Chang Khung la v& nwdc tranh cl chire vi. Han khéng dé dat, gidu diém giéc
mo nay. Muc dich cla han la tré thanh Tdng Théng cla Viét Nam Cong Hoa. Nhung d6
la khi con chwa méat nwéc, con cd mdt nwéc dé lam T6ng Théng. Mua thu 1975, anh
hén & trong trai tu cai tao, va chang Téng Théng-sé-thanh ciia mét nwéc cong hoa &
DPéng nam A thdy minh tr& thanh Phé Giam Dbc nha hang an Steak & Ale trén con
dwéng tir phi trwerng Mirian, lllinois vé Dai Hoc Nam lllinois.

Mua thu 1977, han tlr bd luan an tién si va viéc lam & Steak & Ale. Tda nha Krost Hall,
noi c6 phan khoa Khoa Hoc Chinh Tri, tr& thanh tri sé& thwdng xuyén cla han. Han
quyén tién dong gop dé tai thiét mot nwdc Viet Nam mai, va loan bao cho quan ching
sinh vién biét rang cudc chién gitra hai mién Nam Bac Viét Nam chwa chdm dirt.

Lan dau tién t6i gap han & Krost Hall, hédn dwa cho t6i mét to truyén don. Té truyén don
d&t cau héi: “Cudc chién & Viét Nam thudc vé MT hay thudc vé giai cap trung lwu cla
Nam Viét Nam?”

Toi héi: “Ai 1a giai cap trung lwu ctia Nam Viét Nam?”

Han nhin t6i, ré rang 1a han kham pha ra nhirng d&c diém di truyéntrén mét t6i. Han tra
I&i gian di, cé 1€ qua gian di: “C6 va toi.”

Sinh vién td mo dirng thanh mét vong tron quanh han. Clr nhw thé kéo dai may thang
dau. Roi nguoi ta bd méc hdn. Chang bao lau, da sé sinh vién ném truyén don cla han
vao thung rac ngay trwéc mat hén. C& nhw thé dwgc mét ndm. Va han trd thanh mot
canh théng thwong triwdre 16i vao Krost Hall.

C& méi 1an di canh Krost Hall la t6i thdy hdn. Chang téi nhin nhau. Mot hém, téi virt to
gidy bac moét déla vao cai hop ctia han, hdn chdm chu nhin t6i. V&i chiéu cao 5 bo 11,
hén cao hon hiu hét nhixtng ngudi Viét Nam khac cung thé hé. Han ciing den hon va
vam v& hon. Cap mét sang, lan da nau anh, hai ban tay to, xwong xau, rén chac, voi
nhirng ngdn tay dai, vudng dau. Téc han cat rat ngan. Cam vuéng, day dan, doi moi
mim chat, cai mdi nhon khién t6i nhé dén chang tai t& Mi den Sidney Poitier. Mot nam
trwdc khi Sai Gon mat, t6i da coi mot phim tai Hoi Viet Mi vé mot 6ng khach da den toi
dung com. T do, téi khdng quén bdé mat cia nguwoi tai tir da den nay.

Chang Khuing la thé hién Viét Nam cla Sidney Poitier. Tham thiét, manh mé&, va cong
chinh. Han c6 thé tré thanh mét nha cach mang. M6t nha lanh tu.

“T6i phai goi ¢6 la gi?” Han hai.

“T6i chi la Mi. Mi.”

“Bay gi®, hay ndi chuyén phat-am-hoc. Trong tiéng Viét va tiéng quan thoai, ‘M’ nghta la
dep. ‘M ciing cé nghia la nwéc Mi. Nwéc Mi dep. V&i mot thanh diéu khac, Mi khién t6i
nh& dén Mi nwong, tén clia nang cong chda con vua Hung.”

T6i gat dau. T6i biét “Mi” nghia 1a gi.

“Hay c6 c6 thé la Michelle. Michelle ma belle. Ce sont les mots qui vont trés bien
ensemble. Trés bien ensemble.” H&n ndi tiép.

Thi ra Chang Khung 1a mét ngwdi mé nhac Beattles. Gibng nhuw nhitng ngudi khéc.
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Toi bé han quay di, vira di vira cam thay khd s&. Khong con nwéc Viet Nam Cong Hoa
niva. N6 da bj thay bang nuwéc Cong Hoa Xa Hoi Chi Nghia. O d6, khong cé ngudi Viét
Nam nao bd phiéu cho Chang Khung, cho du c6 mét cuéc tbng tuyén clv xay ra, nhét 1a
chang chi ding phat truyén don & Nam lllinois.

*
Nhirng t& gidy bac mét ddla cda t6i tiép tuc roi vao trong cai hdp clia Chang Khing. Mot
hém, han tuyén bé:
“C6 c6 mudn thanh mot Bé Nhat Phu Nhan khéng?”
“Anh néi cai gi?” Téi giat minh héi. Han da ndi ra gidc mo cda t6i. Sinh ra trong mot xa
héi Khéng Manh, t6i khong c6 hi vong gi tré thanh mot ni T6ng Théng. Cho nén t6i
danh chju lam bé Nhat Phu Nhan vay. Téi khéong bao gio ndi didu nay ra véi bat clr mot
ai. Giac mo ay, du quai di, da chét di khi Sai Gon sup db.
“Téi mudn 18y c6 lam vo!” Han noi.
“Anh that Ia khung.”
“D6 chinh 1a diéu nguwdi ta néi vé tt ca nhirng vi nhan khéng chiu lam ngudi tam
thwdng. T6i néi thue day, téi mubn cwdi co.”
“Tai sao?
“C6 thwe suw 1a mot Bé Nhat Phu Nhan. Mot thr Dé Nhat Phu Nhan. Nhuw téi vay.”
“T6i thanh hon bay gid thi con qua tré.”
“Nguoi ta khéng bao gior qua tré dé biét yéu va dé dwoc yéu.”
N6i dén tinh yéu lam t6i cang thém buén, biét rang cha me t6i s& khéng bao gi¢ chap
nhan mat thanh nién khéng cé viéc lam, mét ga vd nghé. Téi nhire nhdi buéce di, y thire
rang han dang nhin theo.
T bira d6 tré di, mdi 1an téi di qua Krost Hall, hdn lai nhay méat véi toi: “A, chao Bé Nhat
Phu Nhan cuia t6i!”

*
Thoi tiét tré lanh hon, khoéa hoc tiép tuc, va mua thu dang téi gan. La dang ddi mau.
Chang Khung khéng dirng niva. Han ngdi xudng nén da, quan minh trong tdm chan ban.
Mot bira kia, han lai bao téi:
“Téi mubn cuwdi cd lam vo. Co la ngudi dan ba dep cda toi.”
“Tai sao anh lai lam nhw vay?” T6i sap stra khoc.
“Lam cai gi ha c6?”
Téi tré vao nhirng to truyén don. “Chang chang cé y nghia gi.”
“Cé dirng bao gi® noi véi tdi nhw thé.”
“Xin 16i. Toi chwa day hai mwoi tudi. Téi khdng biét gi nhiéu.”
To6i nhin gan hon vao mat han. R6 rang do la biéu hién Viét Nam cda nét mat Sidney
Poitier. Cap mat nay Itba, mép moi mim chat t6 ra la mét ngu i thang than, bwéng binh,
chiu chap nhan sb phan, va ngudn coi, v&i niém kiéu hanh tuyét dbi.
“Tai sao tdi lai phai ldy anh?” T6i thay dbi cau chuyén.
“Vi toi biét cd cé mot cai bung dep va mét cai ron goi cam.”
To6i dd mat. DT nhién, 1a mot thiéu nir doan chinh, khiém cung, t6i nhw bi dién giat, va
cam théy bi xtiic pham. Tl khi Sai Gon sup db, t6i da tré nén dé dat va I&ang 1& hon. Nam
gidi lan t&i ludn 1a moét de doa ddi vai toi.
“Da ¢ min lang, v&i mét hang 16ng to' nhé chay tir rén téi bung dudi...” Cap mat han
nhdm lai. Han dang mo mang trong thé gi&i riéng clia han, va sé chang dé y nhiéu toi
phan rng cua toéi.
“Anh that khung.” Téi thé dai.
“Cudc doi con co gi dang sdng hon la theo dudi mét chinh nghia va rdc dau vao bung
ngudi dan ba minh yéu ma hén cai rén cia nang!”
“Anh khoéng yéu t6i. Anh chi vi anh théi.” T6i bo chay, vira chay vira kéu 1&n.
“Anh tho 16 va vo trach nhiém. Va anh dang dua gién véi t6i.”

41



Téi thay gian han, va thay bi de doa b&i nhirng nhan xét “sensual” ctia han. Nhuwng mot
cam giac mon man cl kéo dai trén ving bung dwdi clia tdi méi lan toi nhé téi nhivng gi
ha&n noi. Cam giac Ay lam t6i ban tam. T6i quyét dinh khong bao gi¢» cho hén tién an trwa
cua téi nira.

*
Mua thu t&i trong vé dep bi thwong, véi la vang bay trong khong khi lanh. Khi di bd trong
khudn vién dai hoc, t6i quan mai toc dai quanh cb. Ban cuing 16p goi t6i 1a “cd gai dong
phwong gay 6m téc quéan quanh cb.”
D4 nhiéu tuan tdi khéng di qua Krost Hall. Vi ti ban hoc. R6i mét biva kia t6i phai di qua
khu rirng gitra Krost Hall va thw vién Morris dé& téi Téa Nha Truyén Thong va Nghé
Thuat. Bé tap kich. O phla bén kia khu rirng.
Trén nhi*ng bac thém clia Krost Hall, khéng thay Chang Khing nira. Hé&n da di roi.
Khéng con tAm chan. Khéng con nhung cudc noi chuyén ngu Xuan. Khong con truyen
don hay quéng cdo. Khéng ai nhé han ca. Ciing khong ai dé y 1a han da di roi. Ba cé 1an
t6i nght la ngwdi ta sé& d&t han vinh vién trén via hé Krost Hall, nhw thé hén sé thanh mot
co ché. Nhuw 1a co ché Krost Hall.
Toi dirng ngay ché han van dirng. Téi ngo ngac va bat ngd cdm thdy méat mat. Toi di
qua tAm ctra kinh dup. Vao Krost Hall. O’ bén trong, toi lwom mot to bao clia trwdng dai
hoc. Ngay trang dau cé mét bai vé Chang Khiing. Han da bi nhivng nghi can vo danh da
thwong. Canh sat dang diéu tra.
Bai bao ndi rang han ta rat khde, va da chién dau can ddm nhw mot chién si, tuy nhién
thai dd anh hing d6 da dan han t&i bénh vién, khu san séc khan cap.
Bai bao néu 1én moi gia thuyét. Pao tac w? Khéng chéc, vi hdn khéng cé gi trén ngudi,
va hop tién cla han, day tién cic va nhirng t& gidy bac mét déla, van nguyén ven. Thu
han w? N6i cay dang cia nhitng cwu chién binh chién tranh Viét Nam? Hay la nhirng
cha me Mi mét con & Viét-Nam da tra thu nhirng ngudi ti nan méi téi? Hay 1a doan vién
hoi “da-tring-la-nhat” vAn hién dién khong dinh danh duoc & mign néng thén Nam
lllinois? Hay chi la han thu ca nhan?
DU sao chang nira, bién cb nay da xay ra trong mét dai hoc thanh binh, tw do, bén ngoai
mot toa tri sé cua nhirng phan khoa Lich St&r, Khoa Hoc Chinh Tri, Khoa Hoc Xa Hoi va
Nhan Van. Mét bién ¢ nhw thé chwa bao gid xay ra tai Nam lllinois va SISU thwong
van ngu yén. Nhirng ké tAn céng co y dinh giét chét hén.
Bai bao tiép tuc ndi vé luan an dé dang ctia hdn. Han da viét vé cudc chién dau chdng
thyc dan va cdng san tai Viét Nam va han xay dwng moét mo hinh tai thiét vung thén
qué. Khai thac dau héa doc theo bd bién. Xuat cadng gao. Tién dén hoan toan chdm dut
vién trg kinh té va quan sy cla M, Nga, Tau.
H&n nadi vé viéc xay dung mot giai cap trung lwu manh, vé tw do ngodn luén phai in sau
vao tam tri ngwdi dan dé tré nén mot théi quen, mot thai do, mot nép séng. Do la mo
hinh M7 ap dung vao Béng Nam A dang phét trién.
Luén an nay la cdng trinh ca mét con nguoi li twdng, bai bao két luan.

*

Toi roi khdi Krost Hall va tién vé phia Toa Nha Truyén Thong. Téi phai di qua rirng dé
dw buéi tap kich.

Mua thu hién ra trwdc mat toi. Mot tAm ném 1a vang, dé, va xanh vang. Nhu mét blc
tranh tu tang, trong gié heo may budi sém, khu rirng déng lai & phia trwéec.

Nhirng hang cay dirng im lang, va vo van 14 dang ch& dgi trong sy im l&ng tuyét déi do
trong khi t6i gidm bwdc 1én chang. Nhirng tiéng déng rat nhd vang ra khi lan gié thdi vao
la. Nhirng tiéng ddng nay trd thanh ron ra, vé gay khi toi gidm giay léntrén dat am.

“La dang khoc,” t6i thAm nght, vira nghi vira nin thé.
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Gitra nhirng la v&, t6i bat dau trong thy cap mét den, ndy Itra clia chang sinh vién cao
hoc v& mong da quyét dinh bd d& nhirng nam dai theo dudi sy hoc va da goi toi 1a “bé
Nh&t Phu Nhan” ctia chang.

Toi mubn ding gitra rivng, chén chan vao xac & v&. Lac hwéng va bbi réi. Dau oc toi
tran ngap nhirng tw twéng. Tdi da tim dwoc tw do tr mdt cudc chién tranh, thoat khdi
mot ché d6. Tai chi tim dwgc mét nha ti méi trong strc nang cla van héa, béng dang
cudc doi téi da bé lai phia sau tiép tuc am anh téi vé ban dém. Téi mo dang tré vé& nha
dé khan goi stra soan cho mdt cudc ra di ding nghia. Cé nhitng co hodi chao tir biét
nhirng ngudi tdi yéu, ho chuc toi may man va hanh trinh t6t dep, thay vi mét cudc chay
trén trong nhirng chiéc may bay ché hang hay trong nhirng ghe thuyén danh ca.

Toi mong mudn dwoc téi nhirtng viing dat rat xa, dwoc tdng qua chao mirng, khéng cé
nhirng ngwdi drng sau nhirng biéu ng “Duy cé Tdng Théng Ford Ia mudn ho ma thoi.”
Téi da lam mét cude hanh trinh qua dai dwong va duwgc gép nhirng chiéc la dang dbi
mau bao hiéu sy thay ddi mua va ban chat vo thwdng cla chinh doi sdng. Mot ngay kia,
khi d&i sdng va cai chét hda lam mét, chinh t6i sé tré vé véi dat, hoa nhap véi nhirng
chiéc 14 trong vé tan & dwdi mat dat, va lac d6 t6i sé& dbi thanh khong khi mua thu. Duy
lc d6 t6i mdi dat téi bd bén tuyét déi an toan. Tuyét déi tw do. Va vo tan. Mot ngudi ti
nan dén dwoc noi nwong nau cudi cung dé cé binh an.

Cho t&i gior phut cudi cung 4y, thi t6i phai vwot khu rivng dé dén véi san khau.

Céc sinh vién kich nghé dang tap kich va dw tuyén cho v& Nguwdi Lai Buén Thanh
Venice. Toi la mot sinh vién ti nan méi tir Viét Nam t&i va phai dong vai ctia minh.

Toi phai doc phan ctia mét niy luat sw nho tai hung bién ma da ciru dwoc ngudi nang
yéu. Mot ngwdi ban cung lép c& héi: “Ban c6 chac dong kich Shakespeare duogc
khéng?”

Téi van lang nghe tiéng khéc ctia nhivng chiéce 1a dang chét. Co6 luc ching thdn thirc.
Chéng khac gi sw rung doéng cla trai tim toi.

Mot con gié manh thdi qua, va tat cd mudn van la chot thirc day lan cubi cung. Trwdc
khi chét. Tiéng khéc clia ching cung vang 1&n dén dap méi lic mét nhanh hon choang
day khong khi.

Téi niu chét lay vai, rung dong vi tiéng nhac cla thién nhién. Nhac ciu siéu cho nhirng
chiéc 14 dang chét.

DPirng gitra rivng, tdi bat dau khdc. V6 cé. Khéng cé mét ly do nao hét.

Nhibng xdc cdm bung nd. Khong can thiét. Khong can cé. Niém that vong clia toi cang
I&n khi t6i khong hiéu nbi nhirng giot nwédc mat cia chinh toi.

Toi dén san khau Phan Khoa Kich Nghé Dai Hoc Nam lllinois nhw thé dé. Bé doc nhirng
|6 cGia mot vai trd khac han véi tdi, trong mdt ngén ngd ma mot ndm truéc dé & qué
nha dwoc coi la mot phan clia chwong trinh ngoai ngtr. Téi phai dong vai d6 trwdc mét
clr toa con nghi ngd kha nang cua toi.

*
Téi khdng bao gidr gap lai Chang Khung niva. Té bao dai hoc cho biét [a sau khi ra khoi
khu san séc d&c biét clia bénh vién Ia hén bién mat. R6 rang han da xuét vién trudc khi
nhirng vét thwong hoan toan binh phuc. Hodc gia cé ngwdi bat coc han.
Déi v&i nhivng sinh vién Viét Nam tai SISU, hén tré thanh mot huyén thoai.
T6i khdng bao gidr biét hdn thuwe sy 1a ai. T6i 1a ngudi Viét Nam va tin twdng vao s may
man cla con sb chin. Tat ca nhirng viéc quan trong trong d&i sbng cé thé dwoc toém tét
trong chin chir.
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T& nhidu ngay, nhiéu ndm nay, dé twdng nhé mét ngwdi ma tdi da tin twdng, toi van
wéc ao da trao dwoc cho chang chin chiy cua t6i. Mot ngay kia, téi da viét chin chir d6
xudng trong nhat ki cla t6i:

Than g&ri Ong Tdng Théng nwéc Cong Hoa méi,

I think I have fallen in love with you.

123456789

Em nghf rdng hinh nhw em trét yéu anh

123456789

Chinh tdi cling da gia di. Hdm nay téi thirc day, nhin vao trong gwong va thay mot nguoi
dan ba trong do. B4 qua rdi thoi sinh vién ndm thir nhat tai SISU.

T ngay gdp Chang Khung lan cudi cuing, t6i khéng bao gior dwoc gap mot nguwdi nao
ma t6i mudn trao tang chin chir cla tdi. Mot nguwdi ndo c6 nhirng gidc mo to Ién hon doi
sbéng va c6 can dam theo dudi nhirng gidc mo 4y, khong bao gid e then, ngai ngiing ndi
nhirng wé'c mo Ay ra trong moét thé gi¢i khong tinh cam.

Toi céat giv chin chiv 4y trong mét cai binh do thuat va day nap lai, cung véi thoi tho du
méi I&n & Viét Nam. Dong thoi, téi tiép tuc chd doi, hi vong sé& gdp mét nguwdi nao goi
toi 1a Dé Nhat Phu Nhan. Téi khéong bao gi& gap ca. Téi hoc xong dai hoc. Roi vao
trwdng Luat. Tré thanh luat sw. Lam viéc lién tuc trong mét sd nhirvng hang luat. Thoi
gian chdm cham tréi qua. Mot hém, nhin vao gwong toi nhan ra l1a tudi hai mwoi da qua
rdi. Roi t6i vé Houston, Texas, va co 1& sé khong bao gid tré lai mién khi hau lanh dé c6
thé thy bén mua thay dbi va nhirng la vang roi.

Toi nhin vao cép mat ngwoi dan ba & trong guong tredc mat toi va néi voi nang:

“U, toi blet cO. T6i biét tat ca vé co, va tdi van thich cd.”

Toi mubn vo cung la tdi co thé néi nhw thé véi moét ngudi khac, véi tat ca sy triu mén
rang budc nhirng trai tim nhay cam. Nhirng rang budc gitra nhirng nghé si, nhirng ngum
mo mong, nhirng ban bé tét nhat ho hién htru virot ra ngoai c6i doi nay. Sy thong cam
gita nhirtng ngu i tredng thanh, sau sac, mang niém hoai cdm nh¢ tiéc nhirng gidc mo
da chét.

Toi mudn t6i ¢ thé m hinh béng clia chinh téi, vi toi nhin thiy trong méat nguwdi dan ba
dirng trwdc mét téi hinh dang cai binh o thuat véi chin chi triu ndng nhirng gidc mo
clia nang.

Téi mubn vo cung la t6i cé thé 1am cho diéu do x4y ra véi nang. Céng cudc di tim tinh
yéu va li twéng. Trong mot thé gidi bi xam chiém béi nhirng tiéu chuan vat chét,va cha
nghia tiéu thy, dién hinh 1a sy doi hdi vd nhan cta sy thi hanh luat phap, thi nguwdi dan
ba-ma-tdi-da-tré-thanh sé tiép tuc kiém cach trao di, mét cach gian dij va tron ven, chubi
chin chi* bang tiéng Anh don gian. Hay bang bat cv thi tiéng nao trén thé gidi, bao
gdm ca tiéng me cla nang.

Chin chr cua toi.
Poc "Mui Hwong Qué"

cua Dwong Nhw Nguyén
Lé Thi Hué

"Yet if a woman never lets herself go, how will she ever know how far she might have
got? If she never takes off her high-heeled shoes, how will she ever know how far she
could walk or how fast she could run?" Germaine Greer
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(Néu mét nguoi phy ni¥ chua tirmg dam séng hét minh, lam sao ngudi do lai co thé biét
minh di dugc toi dau. Neu nguoi do chuwa hé tudt bo giay cao got, lam sao nguoi do biét
dwoc minh di bd xa duwgce dén dau hay chay nhanh nhuw thé nao?)

C6 18 nghé si khac tu sT & mot diém: nghé si thich dwéng di, tu si thich dich dén. Nghé
sT dam mé cai thach db bat ngd clia sw tim kiém. Tu si thi chi an tdm & chang cudi
duwdng ngd dao

B&i vay diéu thuwong thdy & mot nghé si tai hoa 1a nét say swa lic dang nhao nén nhirng
ndt nhac trén phim dan hay dang muia may cay co trén gia vé. Nghé si chan that 13 loai
nghé si mu loa di trong dam mé khi mdé mam trén dwong thién ly sang tao. Mét nghé si
I&n 1a mét ngudi co thé chiu dwng dwoc sw t6i tAm hén loan cda con dwong trvdc mat
chwa ai mé 16i.

DPoc Mui Hwong Qué ctia Dwong Nhw Nguyén, rat thich thu dé thay ba yéu té trén téa
noéng ngat trong méay trdm trang sach.

Tac pham khdng hoan toan 14 tap truyén. C6 vai doan tuy bat nhw Mui Hwong Qué,
Nhirng C6 Quan Tai Cda Tinh Tam. M6t vai truyén chira dwng nhiéu chi tiét gibng hét
cudc doi tac gia khién cé thé nghi day 1a dang tw truyén ddi tén va cuong diéu lén chut
chut.

DPam mé.

Diéu dau tién cé thé nhan thay trong Mui Hwong Qué 1a strc 16i cudn manh bao ctia dam
mé. Diéu ma tac gia goi 1a "ma luc va sy cubn hat. Sy cubén hut manh hon ¢4 tinh cla
con nguoi" (trang 97). M6t nir lwu thdng minh co6 ca tinh manh v&i nhirng dam mé div
doi.

Dam mé nghé thuat. Nghé thuat 1a mét 16i cubn manh mé dén do tac gia phai ké ra &
trang bia sau: "Luat hoc la nghé. Van chuwong nghé thuat 1a nghiép."

Dam mé rat Iang man kiéu con gai My. O day tuy tac gia la nguoi Viét gbc My nhung
hoi lam tiéu chuén tim dan 6ng kiéu con gai My. D6 1a ludn ludn so sanh va di tim moét
nguw®i dan 6ng "tall, dark, handsome with money and brain" (cao ngam, dep trai con nha
giau hoc gidi)

Dam mé danh vong. Nhirng nhan vat ni trong Mui Hwong Qué luén luén duoc nbi két
v&i nhirng tén tudi ni¥ Irng danh thé gi¢i nhw Thuy Kiéu, My Nwong, Jackie Kennedy,
Simone De Beauvoir, Aung Suu Kyi, Nir Hoang Elizabeth, Hoang Hau Thai Lan, Gina
Lologrigia, Bach Tuyét, Glen Close, Céng Chua Ca ...
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Dam mé anh dén san khau. Con nhitng nhan vat nam thi luén ludn bj so sanh véi may
tai tr dién anh My sang chai trén man anh nhw Clark Gable, Greogory Peck, Robin
Williams, Robert McDowney,Jr., Peter O'Toote, Steve McQueen,

Dam mé nhirng diéu vi dai da 16i kéo mot ngwdi dan ba cé doc mu lda chay theo dam
s trai [&n dén trén ngon nui "Hy Ma Lap Son kiéu hanh va thach thic" (tr 222)

Dé thay cai gi?

Thay "mo6t dra tré so sinh"( tr 260).

Va con thay dwoc gi. Thay: "Va day chiéc cot"(tr 253)

T6i biét c6 vo sb dan ba vi thich ngdm nhin nhirng dira tré so sinh trong doi thwéng nén
da ban ron sanh con dé cai. Nhirng vé s dan ba nay khong cé thdi gior 1an khéng con
nhu cau phai dudi theo bay sw bén tr&i Nepal huyén bi nhw nhan vat Nguyén Ciru
Hoang Ngw. Twéng cb nang Goldie Hoang thay dwoc gi. Té ra dé rdi ciing chi nhin thay
mot hai nhi gia lanh bat lwc trwdc ... rdng Hy Ma ruwdm ra, vé tri giac, mé chén nhivng
con ngwdi di tim chién thang. Sw de doa ctia mot dang tai tao khéng céng bang"
(tr.270).

Téi cling biét nhiéu nguwdi dan ba da thdy méi ngudi dan 6ng cé mot cai cot hay mot cay
gay ba dau ho cdm do. Nhirng ngwdi dan ba nay 1a nan nhan cam nin nubt 1& nghen
ngao uét trc nghin xwa cho dén nghin sau. Ché khéng céng pha tw minh céi 4o di tim
kinh nghiém "cho chuyén phiéu Iwu tinh cdm cudi cung"( tr 137), xong rdi ra ngdi ban,
tuyét voi ngay tho triét ly cudc doi rang "ké ngu xuan nao bao dan ba thich dwoc cwdng
hiép, ké d6 can dem xt ban"( tr 160) nhw nir nghé nhan Tram Kha trong Tréi Mua Mua
O Singapore

Tram Kha mét nhan vat niv trong Troi Mwa O Singapore c6 rat nhiéu tén, Kha Tram,
TrAm Kha, Kha Tram, Tram Kha, , Catherine, t&n con méo Cat. Ciing triing hop nhu tac
gia Duwong Nhw Nguyén & ngoai doi. Nhw Nguyén |a tén ctia nguoi bd tén Nhy cong voi
tén ngudi me la Nguyén. Ghép hai chir Nguyén Nhy thanh ra Nhw Nguyén. Dwong Nhw
Nguyén cling con c6 nhirng tén My nhw Wendi, Nicole hoac but hiéu Nhung Uyén... (Me
t6i tén Tram, bd t6i tén Kha, hai ngudi yéu nhau dat tén cho con gai la "Tram Kha"....
Tuy nhién nwéc My da tam gidi quyét cai tén cta toi. Ty Kha Tram t6i tré thanh
Catherine, goi tat Ia Cat. Con méo. (tr 131 ,132).

Tram Kha, thiéu nir nha van trong truyén muon chirng té minh la nguoi tw di tim kinh
nghiém. Nhwng buwdc khéi dau ctia Tram Kha t trong c&n ban da bi dan éng 16i cb
theo. Tram Kha dé di theo cau hat ciia mét ngwdi dan éng tén 1a Cung Tram

Twdng: "Lén xe tién em di. Chua bao gicr budn thé. Troi mua dong Paris.” Nang di theo
ddu doi lang man 4y roi ty stra lai rang: "Em tw tin em di. Chwa bao gi® budn thé. Troi
mua muwa Singapore. Trét lam em bo vo."

Tram Kha, ngwdi con gai nay di tim gi? Di tim kiém mét kinh nghiém phiéu lwu cia than
xac "Trong giai doan dau, t6i tinh nguyén ngu v&i han", (tr 138).

A ha.

Phiéu lwu than xac 1au nay van thwong dwoc xem 14 tin chi &i tinh cGa dan éng. Trudc
day théi. Con thei dwong dai nay thi chua biét a.

Tw trwde dén nay, sau cai kinh nghiém tim kiém than xac dau tién cda tudi day thi, dan
ba con gai thuwéng cam nin khé hiéu. Con dan éng con trai thi lam nhw ho phat tiéng &m
Tkhoéng con diéu gi cé thé ngdn can ho dwoc niva. Ho sén sang ndi to, néi nhiéu, néi bat
tan, vé cai diéu ho ao wéc. La ho thém Idm cai kinh nghiém giao cau than xac & bat cir
noi dau, voi bat cir ngwoi nao, vao bt cir tudi nao. Dan 6ng thwdng xem than xac nhw
mot trao dbi. Tim kiém kinh nghiém than xac l1a mét khich thich khéng ngirng & ngudi
dan éng ké tlr cudc giao hwdng dau tién cho dén ngay ho chui xubng 16.

Nang Tram Kha d& lam cai viéc ma phan I&n nhan loai dan ba con gai it [am trwdc day
la tw minh tim dén ngd v&i dan 6ng xong rdi ra ké lai la minh ¢6 thit khéng thit.
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R4t tiéc la nhirng buéc chan cia Tram Kha ciing nhw nhirtng bwéc chan clia cac nhan
vat khac trong Mui Hwong Qué khéng bao gic‘r la bwéc chan khai pha cula thi. Ma
thwong la nhivng bwéc chan thir ddu hai cia nhirng mau muc nao do dwoc vé voi ra
b&i nhirng ngwoi dan 6ng. Hoang Ngw di theo may 6ng sw [én nui Hy Ma Lap Son tim
But. Yén Vi di theo 1&i truyén ctia ngwdi "thdm phan téc bac pho hay doc
Shakespeare"(tr 185). Nang My Nwong "di tim béng "Truong Chi trong tuyét
vong"(tr125). Uyén mau mé so do tinh yéu tan thoi clia minh véi kiéu Kim Trong Thuy
Kiéu Nguyén Du db cd. Cac thiéu niy trong Mui Hwo’ng Qué ham hé& séng theo nhirng
chiéc béng dwoc vé voi bdi nhivng té d6 dan dwong clia nhivng 150 dan dng nao dé.
Khién cho nguoi doc doc xong quyén sach thay sao ma nhiéu ni¥ nan nhan mac bay
dan 6ng qua. Cac nang chi la nan nhan cla cac cudc choi hao phéng tir than xac cho
dén tri twdng (fantasy) ctia dan ong.

O mét phwong dién nao do, nhirng nhan vat nhw Tram Kha, Yén Vi, Uyén la nhirng
ngwdi dan ba né 1é cho nhirng chiéc vong kim cang cla the gi¢i dan 6ng vé ra. Nhirng
ngwoi dan ba nay chay theo nhirng chiéc boéng, nhirng gidc mdng ma nhirng nguoi dan
ong lau nay van dudi bat. Pudi theo sex. Pudi theo danh vong. Budi theo nghé nghiép.
Cudc chién dau chiém lai "lanh thé co thé" minh clia nha van, clia ngwdi con gai tén la
Tram Kha, tiéc thay, khéng dwa dén mot kham pha nao méi mé. Nhirng két luan cta
cac nhan vat ni trong Mui Hwong Qué 1a nhirng két luan nghe ra da "biét ngay."

DPng vé phuong dién hoai nghi dan ba 1a nan nhan, cac nhan vat trong Mui Hwong
Qué tuy 1am nhirng cdng viéc tim kiém ma nhirng ngwdi dan ba binh thwdng it lam.
Nhwng nhirng két qua tr sw tim kiém ctia cac nang nay khéng cé gi méi la. Ching ciing
chi 1&p lai nhirng thanh kién da day day trong x& héi: Dan ba théng minh hoc gidi thi gép
rac rdi va that vong. Dan éng thi chi tinh chuyén chiém doat. Céng ly khéng cé trong
cudc doi nay. Doi 1a mot chir T. "Lan dau tién t6i tham thia cai ngu dai ctia minh khi khi
tudi tré da khong chay theo déng tién. C6 dong tién dé lam viéc nghia gidp nguei mot
cach thodi mai hon" (tr. 266)

Nhirng nang My tan th&i, dwédi anh hwéng ctia nhirng Simone De Beauvoir, cla Gloria
Steinem, Germain Greer, lai cling chi thdy diéu budn ba nhw Gloria Steinem dé giwong
cai cung theo hwéng chi clia dan 6ng: "Society certainly encourages women to be
victims in every way. (Chc chan la x& hdi thic diy ngudi dan ba tré thanh nan nhan
trong moi tinh hudng.) P4 lai ciing roi vao cai bay ai an quai dan trén gitdng ngt nhw
Germain Geer lao vao vong tay tinh &i kiéu dan 6ng, xong roi két luan "Men are freaks of
nature ... full of queer obsessions about fetishistic activities and fantasy goals." (Ban 6ng
trong ban chét 1a khac thuéng.... ddy nhivtng &m anh ky cuc vé nhirng hoat déng huyén
hodc va nhirng muc tiéu hoang twéng.)

Diéu ma t6i tiéc cho ca ba nha lanh tu Irng danh biéu twong tranh dau cho quyén phu
ni Simone De Beauvoir, Gloria Steinem, Germain Greer, ma tac gia Mui Hwong Qué rat
nguwéng mo, la ca ba ba nay déu khéng c6 con ma lai khéng cé con trai.

Nguwoi dan ba chwa c6 con thi méi chi la mét nra ctia dan ba. Ngwoi dan ba khong co
con thi rat dé tré thanh nhw dan ong.

C6 18 tac gia cling nhan ra diém nay nén da co thang thét kéu lén: "... O khia canh nay,
toi 1a dan 6ng." (tr 142)

Chi khi lam me, ngu®i dan ba méi hiéu hét tan twérng moi ngd ngach linh hon va than
xac clia than thé gidng cai. Ba nha tranh dau cho nhan quyén trén vi khéng c6 con céi
nén da tranh d4u cho quyén phu ni dwa trén co s& vat chat ctia dan 6ng. Ho dung rat
nhiéu loai vii khi dé tranh dau cho phu ni* quy&n. Nhung vi thiéu sét kinh nghiém lam
me da khién ho dé lai trong t6i mdt cdm twdng rang ho chwa hiéu hét vé dan ba. Ho xem
dan 6ng la mét "ké khac" dé phan chia thé gi&i ra lam hai cwc: dan éng va nan nhan. Cé
nhiéu ngwdi con két luan cac nha tranh dau nay déu 1a nhivng ngudi ghét dan ong.
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Kinh nghiém sanh dé ra mét dira con trai va tré thanh me no, sé cho nguwéi dan ba moét
quan sat twong tan hon vé than thé phai nam. Téi tin rdng mét nha tranh dau cho ni
quyén cé nhirng kinh nghiém lam me nhirng dira con trai, s& phan van hon khi truy tim
nguyén nhan cla sy bat céng ma canh phu ni¥ phai ganh chju qua nhiéu trong thé gii
nay. Ch& khéng han hoan toan la 16i do dan 6ng gay ra nhw cac ba van gat gao té cao
Néu cé diéu gi m&i mé thi chinh d6 1a thai do ctia cac nhan vat nir trong Mui Qué
Hwong. Cac nang dam néi ra diéu minh nghi.

La nhirng ngwdi dan ba dam bdé mau mwe chung chung 1a ndi am anh sanh con dé cai
va mot mai am gia dinh, cac kiéu nir trong Mui Qué Hwong dam séng cho nhivng dam
mé clGa minh nhw vUi dau vao nghé thuat, vui dau vao cong viéc, va danh nhiéu thoi gidr
cho thu vui du lich. Thwéng thi ngudi dan 6ng la nhivng dong vat hay séng cho minh.
Nhwng néu cac ngudi dan ba ciing thich séng cho minh trwéc khi séng cho ngudi khac
thi cac nang sé& cam thay nhw thé nao. D6 1a diém tha vi khi doc Mui Hwong Qué.
Nhirng sinh hoat khac thwéng cla tac gia khién quyén sach gay 4n twong manh cho
ngudi doc. Nhitng am &nh clia nhiéu dé tai trong tac pham thwdng 1a nhivng am anh
clia canh dan 6ng phai di tim mét cong viéc, di kham pha nhirng chan tréi maoi, aé
chirng t6 sy hién hivu ctia minh. Thé gid¢i vay quanh Duong Nhw Nguyén rat kiéu mau
la thé gioi cla dan 6ng. Tac gid Mui Hwong Qué ¢ nhiéu nam I&n 16n trong vong tranh
tung dau ly ctia nghanh luat. Mot ngwdi dan ba 1&n 16n trong nhirng nganh nghé ma dan
6ng thuwéng theo dudi, rdi ra viét sach néi lai cdm nghi clia minh. DAy ciing chinh la
diém dé&c biét khac cla tac pham.

Nhwng véi toi, diém dang yéu ctia Mui Hwong Qué lai 1a diém it va cham dén gi6i tinh.
Mét diém ma nam hay ni gi cling ddng sang déng mong, d6 l1a dam mé nghé thuat. Tac
gia da khéng ngan ngai néi ra nhirng dam mé phiéu lwu lung tung ctia minh. Tac gia lai
cang khong thé dau diém néi nhitng dam mé vé kich nghé, san khau, va tho van cta
nang.

Dam mé cta mot ban chat nghé si da nhw mét ngon nén lung linh suét tac pham. Néu
¢6 nhirng doan hung han v&i cai téi dang ghét cua nhan vat lam cho nguwi doc phai
chau may, thi chi can nhirng 1&i ddu hang dinh ménh di theo tiéng goi ctia nghé thuat,
nhan vat ciing dd lam cho nguwdi doc thay cai nhan cach mu loa 4y cé cai tran tré rat
dep ctia mot nghé si dién cudng. Su chay theo bong hinh phu du khi tac gid dung toan
nhan vat trong xi néé dé so sanh v&i nhivng ngudi dan dng that ngoai doi la mot diém
dinh ménh. Nguwoi thwdng, may ai dam séng véi nhirng &o anh nhw nang Dwong.

Ké chay theo o anh la ké khac thuwong. Ké khac thwong chay theo do anh dep thudng
la nghé si. Nghé si dam chay theo do anh lai thuwdng la nghé si cé chan tai. Nghé si cé
chan tai thi méi san sanh ra duwgc nhirtng tac phdm nghé thuat tdm c&. V&i mot hoan
canh rat khac nghiét cia moét ty nan dén tir x(r s& Viét Nam, sy quyét liét lao vao Ira
clia nang Dwong trong doi séng tbc dd va tan khéc ctia xa héi My cudi thé ky 20 da tda
ra mot mui hwong ma nang tw goi 1a Mui Hwong Qué. Mui hwong toi nglri thay & day da
lam cho t6i phai c6 phan (rng. D6 la sw thanh cong clia tac pham

Téi cling cdm nhan dwoc mét diéu niva & Mui Hwong Qué, 1a nhirng tran tré clia Duwong
Nhw Nguyén |a nhirng trén tr& nguyén thiy va chan that. Knhac véi nhivng tac phdm ban
vé nhirng dé tai I&n nhwng ban 1anh clia tac gid qua hoi hot va non yéu nén 16 ra nhirng
diém bat chuéc qud quang hodc bbc ddng van chwong chivi béi sén sw. Mui Huwong
Qué c6 vic dang clia mét tac phadm suy tw virng chéi giau tinh sang tao. Vé phuwong
dién nay, doan khuc thanh céng nhét c6 18 la kich doan Khi Tw Twéng Va Hinh Hai Tai
Nhap.

Nhirng am anh ctia tac gia nhw da dwoc nhan manh nhiéu 1an trong bai diém sach nay,
phan I&n la nhirng @m anh cta nam gioi. Nam hay ni gl di nira khong dang ky thj & day
vi may. man chang ta cé mét tdm hdn phi nhiéu khai trién va tao hinh chang thanh mot
tac pham nghé thuat. Nén du do la gai chui vao khudn trai, nhwng nhirng suy tw, cdm
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nghi, ctia mot tam hdn phong phu, nhay cdm, cé trén tré co suy tw sau rong, da khién
cho ngudi doc hwdng duwgc mot sy thu gét vam vé ctia sdn pham cudi cung. Chi diéu
nay khong théi, Mii Hwong Qué 1a mét tac phadm dang ban.

Phan van chuwong. Nho kinh nghlem nghanh luat nén tac gia c6 16i van pho dién rat
chinh xac, néi dwoc didu tac gia mudn néi mot cach rat minh bach.

Tuy nhién van chwong ctia Mui Hwong Qué cé nhiéu khuc hoi ... van chwong song ngir
bilingual. Chéng han trong kich phdm Khi Tw Twéng Va Hinh Hai Tai Nhap, ciu tric mot
doan dbi thoai ciia nhan vat Nguoi Dan Ong : "Ta lam gi cé dau 6c niva ma quan tri.
Khoéng con d4u 6c, ta chi la than tan ma dai. Qua quy quyét, nang da di vao dau éc ta,
xam lan, ngw tri, chinh nang viét ban thdo ch nao phai ta....." (trang 314) khéng mang
am hwdng ctia mot cau kich néi mién Bac, mién Trung, hay mién Nam Viét Nam nao ca.
Doc c4u truc dbi thoai clia cau nay, ta c6 cam twdng day la mot cau dbi thoai dich lai tt
mot kich ban dwoc viét trudc bang mot thir ngdn ng ngoai quéc nao do.

Vé phwong dién van chw0’ng diéu nay sé lam yéu tac pham di. Nhét 1a tac pham viét
bang tiéng Viét. Ddc gia va cac nha phé binh van hoc Viét Nam lai chi hao tac phdm nao
¢6 nhirng go ddng van chwong tron tru hay gbé gé. Em ai ru tai hay chii thting mang nhi.
Cai tinh chat cha y vao van chwong qua do clia cac nha phé binh Ian ctia doc gia Viét
Nam rét tiéc 1a da 1am cho cac tac pham Viét Nam chi dwoc yéu quy vi van chwong ndi
bat. Trong khi ndi dung clia tac pham thi lai thwdng dwoc ddc gid va cac nha phé binh
Viét Nam rat dé dai chap nhan cai kiéu ai hay thi tui cling cling hay theo.

Poc Mui Hwong Qué, doc gia va cac nha phé binh van hoc nao thuwéong né 18 khiéu
thwéng ngoan ctia minh vao mat van chwong hon nhivng gia tri khac, sé tim thay nhiéu
doan van trong nay khéng phuc vu déc gia Viét Nam theo tiéu chudn nhe nhang tam tinh
kiéu Thach Lam hay x& xién vong dong kiéu Vi Trong Phung. Ngwoc lai nhirng ai mong
mai tim kiém nhirng van dong tri thirc ndng ky thoat ra tir mot tac phadm, sé thay day 1a
mot cdng trinh sang tao day khich déng.

Man dam van chwong véi Duwong Nhw Nguyén
Qué Huong

Bai phdng van nay dwoc chia lam hai phan, néi vé van dé phan loai, binh luan va binh
gidng tiéu thuyét. DNN khong nhirng chi dat van dé vao tiéu thuyét ctia Ba, ma con ban
luan vé hai tac pham tr Viét Nam: Bong Pé (gay sbi nbi) va Dj Huong (dwoc gidi
thwéng ciia VNCHXHCN).

...Téi muong tuong tiéng roi di trong khéng khi nghe vun vat nhw tiéng xé lua trong dién
tich Trung Hoa...Giita nhip roi, ti nghe tiéng Thinh goi “My Nuong My Nuong...”

Toi kéu khé, “Thinh oi,” nhung tiéng kéu khong théat khéi thanh quan. O dau dé vang
vong tiéng hat Ianh |6t, tiéng hat tdi da quen tir ngay tho 4u, “Pém nadm xuwa, khi cung
dan gay mo, hoa la quén gio tan, may tréng bay tim dan, hén nguoi thdn thire trong
phong loan...” Trong khéng gian u téi, t6i thdy mét diém sang di déng. Toi ruén nguoi
lén mét 1an cudi va hinh nhuw day tréi bat tung. ..

Toi di theo di,ém sang, di theo‘tiéng hat, nwong theo LOI VE, NGO THOAT, HAY NGO
CHET. Co tiéng réo goi mo ho, “My Nwong, My Nuong...”

*%k%

Qué Huwong (QH): Chao Chj Nhw Nguyén. Ky phong van cua Bao Ngay Nay Houston
nam 2011, Chj nhac den phé b,‘lnh‘vén hoc \{é nghé thuéat tiéu thuyét. Theo Chij, nghé
thuat tiéu thuyét & Viét Nam bat dau nhw thé nao?
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Dwong Nhw Nguyén (DNN): Day [a ca van dé van hoc str. Tém tat rat ngan: theo toi, co
|& mot trong nhirng cubn tiéu thuyét van chwong dau tién & VN |a Truyén Kiéu cla
Nguyé&n Du, dwoc coi nhw mét bai tho tiéu thuyét bi hiing trang, nhw Ulysses cla
Homer, nhwng cbt truyén lai 1y ctia Thanh Tam Tai Nhan bén Tau.

Nghé thuat tiéu thuyét tam ly viét bang van xudi that sw dén véi nguoi Viét chang ta tw
thé gi¢i Tay Phwong qua thoi Phap thudc.

QH: Nhuw véy, phé binh van hoc la gi va lién doi dén van dé binh gidng van chuong nhuw
thé nao? )
DNN: Phé binh van hoc gom hai mat:

1) [—Iinh thirc (thi du, cach xt dung cac thuat phap viét van: cach tao dwng nhéan vat
chang han); ) ] )
2) NGi dung (thi du, tw twdng va chiéu hwéng, triét ly dieng sau nhan vat va cot truyén).

Phé binh van hoc dirng dan can phai dwa trén chu trinh binh glang van chwong (literary
interpretation). Tay Phwong cho ching ta hai ly thuyet chinh vé van dé nay

1) Thuyet cb dién cho rang phé binh gia phai tim hiéu ngu y va muc tiéu cua tac gia.

2) Thuyét hién dai dwoc nhirng cay viét I&n ctia Tay Phuong trong thé ky 20 cb vd. Thi
du, Roland Barthes cho rang nha phé binh ciing la nha sang tao, c6 quyén dem cai nhin
ctia minh gan cho thi van, c6 khi trai hdn hay bé ngwoc ngu y va muc tiéu cla tac gia dé
ap dung tac pham vao nhirng trang hudng méi, nhdm muc dich cb v hay khai pha mot
hé thdng tw twéng nao khac khang I& thudc vao tac gia niva. Bai binh gidng do do tré
thanh mét tac pham sang tao riéng. Khi tiéu thuyét ra doi, tac gid phai «chét di» va nha
phé binh tré thanh nha sang tao.

Hai ly thuyét nay ciing da dwoc dem &p dung vao luat hoc, nhat la & dia hat luat hién
phéap, doi hoi dién giai vé ngén ngi.

QH: Xin Chj cho thi du vé &p dung thuyét hién dai.
DNN: Trwéc cong dong ngudi Viét, toi da lam hai thi du :

1. Thi du th&» nhét: Cach day khoang 5 ndm, t6i ap dung ly thuyét hién dai vao viéc binh
gidng cau tho ¢6: « My nhan tw cd nhw danh twéng, bat hira nhan gian kién bach dau».
T6i da bé ngwoc y nghia dau tién cha cau tho nay, nhdm muc dich xac dinh lai thé nao
la «my nhanx» qua cai dep cua tri tué va nhan cach trong xa hC)i hién dai. Mot doc gia
khong quen da nhac khéo, cho rang toi hiéu sai nghia den clia cau «nguwdi dep van
thwdng hay chet yéu» Nghia den nay qua rd khdng can phai n6i dén niva.

That ra, t6i mubn tach roi _nguwoi Viét hai ngoai ra khdi anh hwéng cua tw tuo’ng cb thi
dén tr Trung Qudc, khi can thiét. Cau hdi chiing ta can dét ra 1a: ngay nay, “my nhan” cé
nghia la gi cho phu ni¥ Viét Nam, khdng can phai quay vé véi y nghia dau tién cta cau
tho chr Han.

2. Thi du thir hai: Tai thw vién San Jose, tdi di xa han nghia den cla cau «Truyén Kiéu
con, nwédc ta con ». T6i mudn dat lai cAu hdi: Tai sao ngudi Viét khéng nhirng tén sung
Ba Trwng, ma con tén sung truyén Kiéu, di rang c6 Kiéu la nguwdi Tau? N6i mét cach
khac, tai sao Nguy&n Du lai phai lay hinh anh ciia mét ngwdi ki nir Tau dé dién ta
nhirng an (rc ctia chinh minh va tai sao Truyén Kiéu tré thanh «vwu vat cla dat nuwéc»?
Ly do c6 hoan toan nam & gia tri ngén nglr ctia truyén Kiéu hay khéng? Téi nghi la
khéng.

Theo t6i, néu ba Trwng la hinh anh nir anh hing dung nuwéc (nation-building) dwoc tén
suing, thi cd Kiéu va truyén Kiéu twong trung cho ché dirng clia nghé si sang tao (the
literary art) trong viéc gitr gin van héa Viét Nam. Ca hai déu dwoc ton sung trong tam
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thre quan chung. Vi thé, viéc co Kiéu khong phai la ngwdi Viét khdng con quan trong
nia, vi c6 Kiéu da tré thanh biéu twong gan gii clia vdn chwong séang tao trong long
dan toc Viét.

Trong chiéu hwéng 4y, nha phé binh va phan tich van chuvong can phai mang vao viéc
dlen giai Truyen Kiéu nhwng van dé cla x4 hoi ngay nay, khong nhat thiét phai quay tré
vé v&i ngu y hay tam tw ctia Nguyén Du khi éng viét Truyén Kiéu.

QH: Chij c6 thé cho thi du bang tac phdm cta Chi: ngu y néo la cda tac gia va ngu y nao
la cai nhin cua dgc gia Viét Nam di ra ngoai chd dich cua nha vén?

DNN: Nhw vay tirc la téi phai n6i vé tiéu thuyét ciia minh thay vi phai “chét di” theo ly
thuyét cta Barthes.

1. Thi du vé ngu y cla tac gia: T6i ngac nhién khdng cé doc gid VN nao nhan ra diém
sau day: trong cudn tiéu thuyét Con Gai Cua Song Huong xuét ban ndm 2005, c6 3 chi
em: hai c6 con géi va cau con trai Ut, chdng khac gi ...”dau long hai & t6 nga... Mot trai
con thtr rét Iong...” Simone, ¢6 con gai dau long, hy sinh mbi tinh riéng dé voi va két hon
voi mot nguwoi khong quen biét nham dem gia dinh qua My, nhwng roi Simone quay tro
vé tim lai c6i ngudn. Pay la biéu twong cho cai gia cla klep di dan: tam sw ké lwu day
bat dau bang sw hy sinh ban ngé, cai ma tdi goi la mac cam Iwu lac cia Thiy Kiéu trong
tam thrc van hda cda ngudi Viét lvu vong.

2. Thi du vé sang tao cutia ddc gid: Mot vai nha phé binh VN da nay sinh ra nhirng tw
twdng ma toi chwa hé nghi dén. Thi du, ho cho rang tat ca cac nhan vat ni¥ cla tdi trong
tap truyén Mui Huong Qué déu l1a hién than ctia mét ngwdi ma théi va ngudi dé la toi.
Dw6i cach nhin nay, MHQ c6 thé dwoc xem & mot cudn tiéu thuyét, cé mot phan tw
truyén vi dang tly bat dwoc dung trong tuyén tap. Pay la két qua sang tao ciia nha phé
binh, ngoai dv tinh cla tac gia, dung nhv Roland Barthes da nhan xét. Tt |&i binh gidng
nay, t6i ndy sinh ra tw twédng mudn viét lai cubn MHQ thanh mét truyén dai, trong dé
nhan vat nir héa than thanh nhiéu kiép, qua nhiéu doi séng.Va téi cling da nay sinh ra y
nght viét hdi ky — tw truyén.

QH: Xin Chj n6i thém vé Mli Huong Qué (MHQ). Thanh hinh nhw thé nao va co tac
ddng gi trén doc gia Viét Nam?

DNN: Nam 40 tudi, tdi tir A Chau quay vé My va quyét dinh «vé hwu sém» 1an thir nhat
dé viét tiéu thuyét. (Hién gi®, toi dang «vé& hwu sém» 1an thir hai.) T6i dwa tap truyén
tiéng Viét cho cha me tdi xem.Cha t6i 1a nguwoi bién tap truyén thanh sach va lam viéc
truc tiép véi nha xuat ban Van Nghé.MHQ 1a mét tac pham tiéng Viét chi cé nguoi Viét
doc, dii rang da sb céc truyén trong MHQ t6i déu viét bang song ngir.

Toi chwa bao gid dirng ra t chirc gidi thiéu sach hay ky sach cho cudén MHQ, vi t6i
hoan toan khéng c6 y dinh tré thanh nha van cho cong déng nguwdi Viét hai ngoai. Thi
du: lic d6 cha t6i mudn t6i xin 1&i gic’yi thiéu clia Bac Doan Québc SY. Téi ciing khdng
mudn nhoc cong Bac. Tuy nhién, c6 mét vai nha van Viét Nam da ty y viét hodc nhac
vé MHQ, trong do c6 Lé Thij Hug, Nguyen Xuan Hoang va Boan Nha Van. Nguyén Manh
Trinh co yeu cau mét cudc phdng van viét tay rat dai, nhwng trong thoi diém do, toi
khong thé tham du.

Tw d6 dén gidr, da c6 ngudi 14y truyén ngan tr MHQ dem doc trén radio hay ghi am vao

bang cho cong ddng hai ngoai, va cing ¢6 nguwoi cling da lay truyén tr MHQ dem in lai
va xuat ban & Viét Nam. Ho khong hé bao cho tdi biét trwd'c hay yéu cau tdi chap thuan.
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MHQ tao tiéng vang qua hai tiy bit ngan:

1) Tuy bat Mui Hwong Qué dwoc dwa trén kinh nghiém Ian dau tién téi cai trudc toa &
tha d6 Hoa Thinh Bdn, trong mét vu &n lién quan dén thi tredng chirng khoan;

2) Tuy bat «Nhirng Cé Quan Tai cGia Tinh Tam» dwa trén hinh &nh ba ngoai t6i, mét phu
nd xr Hué.

Mot s6 doc gia cho rang hai tily bit ndy noi Ién tam thirc hwdng vé phwong Dong. Cac
doc gia phai nir cia MHQ thwong yéu thich truyén ngan «Tinh Yéu Gitra Hai Dong» noi
vé hon nhan va tinh yéu di chung.

MHQ tr& thanh séi ndi vi hai truyén ngén khac, noi vé phu niv tri thtee di dan theo dubi
nghé thuat: mot ngudi la dién vién san khau va mét nguoi mubn lam vii cdng. Truyén
ngan My Nuong c6 sw cang thdng tam ly clia nan nhan mot tham trang gia dinh trong
gi&i «quy toc» ctia VNCH. O My, My Nwong chon lwa mét cudc tinh ¢é bao lwc véi mot
nguoi dan 6ng Bac My; thoi tho du & Viét Nam, c6 ta la nan nhan ctia bao hanh vi cha
c6 — mot chinh khach ctia VNCH — danh dap ca 2 me con. Trong Mua mwa
Singapore Kha Tram |a nan nhan cia mét cudc hdm hiép, ma thi pham chinh 1a tinh
nhan cii, mét ngwdi dan éng Au Chau trong cudc tinh tam bg. Ca hai truyén ngan nay
déu dwoec trich tlr hai truyén dai toi viét d& dang bang tiéng Anh, van con dé dé, chua
viét xong cho nén chwa xuét ban (va c6 thé khéng bao gi® xuat ban) trong dong chinh.
M®&i ban thdo khoéng trén 200 trang.Tinh duc khéng phai la trong tam cla ban thao.

Toi quyét dinh trich va viét lai hai truyén nay thanh tiéng Viét sau khi doc cudn Marie
Sén ctia Pham Thj Hoai, do Lé Thj Hué gti. Toi thdy ba Hoai viét quéa tréng tron va chua
chat lam mét di cai dep cla thé gi6i tam linh nguwdi niv. Marie Sén twong trng cho céi
gi khéng dep va t6i nghi rang day la chu trwong cla ba Hoai. R3 rang ba Hoai la mot tri
thirc dwoc dao tao b&i xa hoi chu nghia va phan khang lai chinh cai da tao ra minh. Vi
the t6i quyét dinh s& dwa ra mét thi du twong phan: téi s& mo ta moét chut lién hé chan
gbi cua phuy ni» dep, mét cach ggi cam ma van gilr dwgc ¥ nghia luén dé cha nhirng gi
t6i mudn vach tran hay cb vd — thi du, toi dung tam tw cua phu niv dé noi Ién nhirng
nhwoc diém cla mot sb dan dng: ban tinh chiém doat, hiéu chién va long tw &, nhwng
that ra ho rat yéu dudi va dé vé& vi ban chét sy chiém doat ciia nam phai thiéu tinh bén
bi; déng th&i t6i mudn nai 1en mot sé tham kich duoc dau diém tiéu biéu cho sy gia dbi
cta xa héi Chau A chiu anh hwéng Nho Giéo, trong dé c6 Singapore va Viét Nam (trong
trucmg hop Viét Nam, c6 thém nhirng biéu twong vé viéc Saigon sup ao va chd dirng
culia lanh dao hay tri thirc; trong trwong hop Slngapore quoc gia nho bé 4y twong trung
cho sy thanh céng cla tinh tdng hop cac séc dan & Chau A ma lai ndm trong co ché
doc dang).

Trudc khi dwa truyén ngén Singapore cho béo Thé Ky 21 dang, t6i viét mét la thu cho
chd but Pham Pha Minh (aka Pham Xuén E)al) va giai thich ly do vi sao t6i mubn gl
dang truyén nay. Ba PhamThij Hoai va tac pham Mari Sén chinh la nguy&n nhan toi
mudn dwa mot vai mo ta goi cam lién quan dén tinh duc vao méi trwdng Viét nglr dé
dién giai luan dé qua dang tiéu thuyét — My Nwong va Kha Tram twong phan véi Mari
Sén. T6i chi mudn «diém nh&n» nay thoi va mot sb doc gia Viet Nam (ké ca than sinh ra
t6i) cling cho rang «diém nhan» nay la tiéng noi cta nir quyén cho phu ni Viét.

Luc dé, toi van khéng hé c6 dw dinh viét van cho cong dong hai ngoai.

Trong MHQ, song song va twong phan véi 2 truyén ngan «xé rao» nay la mét truyén
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vira (novella), mo ta chuyén du hanh ctda mét phu nir Viét di dan, di tim noi sinh cia
Phat. O doan két, nhan vat chinh mat tich trén swon ndi cua Chua Khi tai Nepal. M6t s6
doc gia thich truyén nay vi toi di vao thé gi¢i clia Phat Giao.

Nhiéu doc gia Viét Nam cho réng t6i da qua tdo bao va xé rach hang rao luan ly Viét
Nam vi hai nhan vat «My Nwong» va «Kha Tram» Thoi diém ra doi cia MHQ la 1999;
trwdc d6 khong co nhivng mo ta vé lién hé chan gdi gitra phu nir Viét Nam véi dan 6ng
da trang trong khu vieon van chuong Viét cta phu ni Viét, cho du nhan véat cda toi la
nan nhan cta 2 hinh thirc bao hanh khé néi nhat (domestic violence; date rape). Sau
khi MHQ ra d&i thi & hai ngoai, hinh nhw c6 «mode» phu nir Viét nam viét rat bao vé
tinh duc. T6i khdng c6 gi thich thi trwéc tinh trang nay va da nhan manh diém nay voi
cht bat Pham Pha Minh.

Nhin lai vAn dé gay s6i néi cia MHQ, t6i rat ngac nhién vi 2 di kién:

1) Cha me t6i, hoc gia va giao sw Viét Nam sinh ra trong thap nién 1930, dwa MHQ vao
cong déng hai ngoai ma khong hé lo 1ang vé hai truyén ngan «xé rao» viét b&i con gai
minh. Cha t6i, nguw®i doc ban thdo va slra ban kém, 1a mét hoc gia thuan tdy va ciing 1a
mot hoa si tai tir. Ong c6 sy thudn nhat clia ban chét nghé si, khdng cau né nhirng gi
nhé nhat ma chi nhin vao gia tri tbng quat ma thoi.

2) Khoang 5 nam sau, dng Thé Uyén, thudc dai gia dinh Nguyén Twong Tam, da liét
ké MHQ vao danh séach tiéu thuyét tinh duc viét b&i phéai ni¥, ma khéng nhac dén tinh
chét luan dé cla tiéu thuyét, cling nhw biéu twong clia cac nhan vat hay trang huéng
trong MHQ — hoan canh va tam tw cta phu nir di dan.

T6i xin x&c dinh: MHQ la tac pham luan dé, khoéng phai la tiéu thuyét tinh duc (tiéng My
goi la «literary erotica», nhuw mét sb tiéu thuyét ctia Anais Nin, nir van si dau tién viét
tinh duc ctia Mj — Anais Nin séng & Paris va la ngudi tinh ctia Henry Miller, tac gia
cudn Tropic of Cancer. Ba Nin ciing 1a mét phu ni¥ thiéu sb: géc Cuba mang qudc tich
Phéap, va da phai hoc Anh Ngi trwdc khi viét.)

QH: Dung vén chuong ctia Anais Nin lam tiéu chuén, thi theo Chij, thé nao la mét tiéu
thuyét tinh duc, cai ma nguoi My goi 1a «literary erotica»? Tho H6 Xuan Huong, theo
Chi, c6 la “erotica” hay khéng?

DNN: «Literary erotica » la nhitng tiéu thuyét viét dé mua vui, nhdm muc dich giai tri cho
doc gia ve phwong dién tinh duc, hoan toan khong c6 luan dé gi ca. Tuy nhién, vi tac gia
viét rat hay, c6 cai dep thdm my va van chwong c6 gia tri nhw mét tiéu thuyét dang
nghfa, nhiéu khi chuyén ché tam ly vao tw twéng niva, thanh ra cac nha phé binh cho dé
la van chwong, y nghia chir «literary» trong cum tw «literary erotica»: khdng phai la
ngén ngr O ué ré tién, kidu «l& cai» hay «khiéu dam tuc tiu» (danh tir luat phap 1a
«obscenity» hay «pornography»).

Trong lich st van chwong thé gidi, rat nhidu tiéu thuyet luan dé da bi xép loai la «tiéu
thuyét tinh duc» hay khiéu dam, trong dé c6 ca tac pham cla dai van hao Tolstoy va
nha van di dan Nga, Nabokov, vi cac tdc phdm nay dién t& khat vong cam giac (dich chiy
«sensuality») ctia nhan vat dwdi moét hinh thirc nao do, bi coi la di ra ngoai hang rao
luan ly xa hoi thoi do.

T6i chwa hé viét hay cho xuét ban “literary erotica” bao gid ca. Vi MHQ, mét c6 giéo cla

t6i & trwdng trung hoc cii so sanh tdi véi HO Xuan Hwong trong khi t6i chwa bao gio
thich tho hai nghia (double-entendre) ctia HXH. T6i thich tho c6 dién, trang nha va u
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hoai cia ba Huyén Thanh Quan hon.

Toi khéng nghi rang van chwong cla HXH la «literary erotica» vi tat ca cac bai tho cla
ba déu cé luan dé qua rd rang va hién nhién — chi dich cta ba khong phai 1a 1am tho dé
tao cam giac «mua vui» cho déc gia. Theo t6i, nhung bai tho khong c6 luan dé bj dem
gén vao tén ba thwong khong mang «thi phong» clia HXH. No6i vé HXH, t6i chi thich va
than phuc nhirng cau tho néi I1én chi khi cao cta ba (thi du dwéi day — theo tdi, HXH
néi vé chinh minh ch& khéng phai néi vé Ong Pha Vinh Twéng):

Chén chat van chwong ba thwédc dat,

Tung hé hd thi bén phwong troi

Can can tao héa roi dau mét

Miéng tdi can khén that lai rdi...

N van sT Anais Nin, nguwoc lai, cb tinh viét tiéu thuyét tinh duc dé kiém tién. Hinh nhw
ba ta dwoc trd mbi trang mot déng doé-la My, khoang dau thé ky 20.Van cla Anais Nin
rat dep, tuy rang viét d& mua vui cho doc gia dan dng. TAc phdm khiéu dam cla Tay
Phuong viét dwéi thoi nir hoang Victoria da sb la «an danh.» Trwéc Anais Nin, van
chwong tinh duc [& méi trwdng hoan toan dwoc thdng tri bdi nam gidi, thiéu han cai nhin
cta phu ni. Vi thé, cé nhiéu ngudi cho rang Anais Nin 1a chién s cach mang cta phu
ni khi ba tham gia vao cai «club» dan dng chuyén viét tiéu thuyét tinh duc. Tuy nhién,
nét thAm my trong van ctia Anais Nin da cho ba mot chd ding cao trong van chwong
Anh My.

QH: Chij néi rang khéng c6 y dinh tré thanh nha védn cho céng déng héi ngoai. Nhw véy
thi tai sao c6 nhitng tac phdm tiéng Viét xuat ban sau Mui Huong Qué?

DNN: Téi chii trvong khéng ra mét sach cho cong ddng nguwdi Viét dé co dip ban sach
cho dong huwong. Chi treong ndy dong nhat voi quyét dinh nghé nghiép: tir nam 1984,
t6i chwa hé mubén mé van phong Luat dé kiém sbng trong cong déng nguwdi Viét hai
ngoai. (Néu ngay nao t6i mé van phong ludt, do la ngay tdi mudn phuc vy, nhét 1a cac
vu an ky thi ching téc, vi pham nhan quyén, hay cac vy an lién quan dén tri thirc va
chuyén gia goc Viét.)

Vi thé, t6i chi di ky sach theo 16 mdi mot vai cdng doéng dia phuong; thi du: cong déng
Phugng Vi clia trudng Déng Khanh Hué (vi me t6i), cong déng cwu ni sinh Trung
Vwong & Washington, D.C. cho cubn Postcards from Nam, va nhirng budi doc sach
(literary reading) theo I&i moi cia mét sé dai hoc va thw vién trong dong chinh.

Nam 2005, t6i nhan dwoc cl dién thoai ctia chi Nguyén Thi Minh Ngoc, dao dién va nha
van & Viét Nam, noi chuyén dwng kich cho cuén MHQ. T6i hiéu d6 1a san khau & Viét
Nam. Tdi suy nghi rdi quyét dinh khéng thé dwoc. Toi viét email cho chi Ngoc, va néi
rang “Chir Trinh con mét chit ndy, Chéng cam cho virng, lai giay cho tan !...» Ly do: toi
khong mudn tré vé Viét Nam dé tao tiéng tam va chd dirng cho tac phdm ctia minh. Néu
t6i ¢ dip phuc vu cho déng bao trong hay ngoai nwédc trong kha néng ctia minh, toi sé
khong tir nan, nhung nho va vao khoi ngudi Viét nhat 1a trong nwdc dé tao tiéng tam va
chd dirng thi khong. Sy ddng nhét trong quyet dinh nghé nghiép va tam tw cho chinh
minh, dbi vai téi, gibng nhw chi «trinh» cda co Kiéu — do la tinh nhat quan cla tam tw
Ké Si (ma nghé s ciing can phai gitr), cho du toi khong dam nhéan minh la Ké Si. (Th|
du: v&i riéng t6i, Nguyén Trai x(rng dang la Ké St va t6i khdng gioi han nghia nay vao
Khdng Hoc; tréi lai tdi n6i rong chir ndy véi y nghia cla tir «Noblesse Oblige» trong
tiéng Phap va tiéng Anh.)

Chinh vi cu dién thoai ctia chi Minh Ngoc ma téi quyét dinh cho ra doi tap truyén Chin
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Chir cia Nang dé khang dinh tam tw cda t6i, bang tiéng Viét, cho nguoi Viét. Tam thirc
quay vé v&i nguon coi, doi voi toi, phai la mét sy cho di (giving), mét co gang thai thic

b&i «Noblesse Oblige», khdng thé la viéc «nhan lay» (taking) tr ddm déng vi quyen lgi
ca nhan.

Sau Chin Chi¥ Ciia Nang la ban dich cudn Con Gai cda Séng Huong. Day la mén qua
t6i tdng cho me tdi vi ba khéng doc dwoc tiéng Anh ma khéng can tir dién. Cubn Buu
Thiép ctia Nam c6 mét cho cdng déng ngudi Viét vi Gido Sw Doan Khoach Thanh Tam
cta trworng Boéng Khanh Hué cii, c6 nha y mudn dich cudn sach nhé nay dé twéng nhé
nhirng thuyén nhan d& bé minh trén mat bién, trong d6 c6 mét sb cd giao va ban clng
|&p cla tdi thoi trung hoc & Viét Nam. Téi cho dé 1a bdn phan, hanh déng cho di.(Tién
ban séach di nhién phai c6 dé dén bu phi tdn va cong trinh in sach ctia nha xuét ban Van
Moi.)

*k%k

QH: Viéc phan loai sach quan trong nhw thé nao trong chu trinh phan tich va phé binh,
thwa chi?

DNN: Quan trong lam, vi viéc phan loai khéng dinh tiéu chuan danh gia ctia nguoi doc
ciing nhw cdia nha phé binh. Thi du: khi tac gia d& khéng dinh mét cubn séach 1a tiéu
thuyét, thi phan tich va phé binh phai di vao gia tri cia nghé thuéat va sang tao, thay vi
quay quat vé van dé cac dir kién doi song va lich st “dung” hay “sai,” “day du” hay
“thiéu sét,” “cong bang” hay “thién vi,” nhuw khi danh gia sach “phi tiéu thuyét” (non-
fiction) nhét la vé lich st hay chinh tri. Diéu téi ky 1a boc vé “tiéu thuyét” dé céng kich tac
gia, cho rang tac gia la nhan vat. Néu chuyén nay xay ra, gay hoang mang cho déc gia
vé ranh gi&i glua doi sbng va tiéu thuyét, thi d6 1a hanh vi thiéu lwong thién ma gi¢i phé
binh dng dan ctia mot xa hoéi van minh ngay nay khong thé buéc vao.

Tréi lai, khi mot cudn sach rd rang 1a dang hdi ky, nghién ciru, hay “phéng sw,” thi gia tri
phai d&t theo tinh chat cong bang, tinh chat day du cla viéc nghién ctru, sy dong gop
vao viéc ghi chép lich st, hodc dwa trén tiéu chuan trung thwe va nghiém tic: div kién co
xac dang, dwa trén nguén chinh xoac va uy tin, cudn sach cé trinh bay nhiéu quan diém
khac nhau ctia moét van dé dya trén nhirng nguén nay, hodc trén can ban luan ly, qua
con mat nha béo hay ngui ghi chép chiu trach nhiém trwdc doc gid va lich st trong
cbng cudc di tim s that.

Néu la tac phdm nghién ctru xa hoi theo khoa hoc nhan van, thi con phaui dinh gia viéc
phan tich dir liéu, dién giai thong k&, van van, theo quy ché cta khoa hoc thirc nghiém
(goi la phwong phap nghién cru dinh lvgng (quantitative), thay vi dinh tinh (qualitative).

Khi mét tac phdm khéng phai la van chuong sang tao, dwoc dwa trén phwong phap
nghién ctru dinh tinh (qualitative), thi du nhw thu gép va phéan tich di¥ kién lich st va xa
hdi, thi gia tri s& phai nam & tinh cach day dd cuia tac pham. Thi du: céng cudc phéng
van dé lay dir kién: phdng van nhirng ai, c6 tiéu biéu trong ménh d& mudn néi hay
khéng, hdi nhirng cau gi, cach d&t cau héi, van van, ciing nhw két luan cla tac gia dwa
trén cac dir kién da néu ra. Néu c6 nhéc dén lich str, thi phéi ké khai ngudn, va cang
nhiéu ngudn néi Ién nhiéu quan niém khac nhau thi cang tét cho tinh cach phan tich va
ly ludn cua tac gia.

Mét thi du khéac: khi phé binh hay viét sach, néu chi dwa ngudn ra cho that nhiéu dé “loe”
nguwoi doc, khdng co nghia la cdng viéc nghién cru hay phé binh c6 tinh cach chan
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chinh, vi “nguén” c6 thé bia dat, hoan toan sai Iam, “lay rAu 6ng no cdm cam ba kia,”
ho&c bop méo, va nhuw thé 1a Iu’ong gat doc gia, nhét |a khi doc gia khong c6 thi gio hay
chuyen mon de tim hiéu cac “nguén” nay Tw cai goi la phé binh va dan chung di dén
“xuyén tac” va “cong kich” bat lwong dé triét ha mot tiéng nai, rat dé dang xay ra, nhéat 1a
trong mot quan chung it kién thire chuyén mon va c6 tam ly giao dong vi anh huéng boi
nhirng bién chuyén cla lich sir ngoai tdm tay cda ho.

Riéng vé bo mon triét Iy (philosophy), & dai hoc My, hoan toan khong cho nguoi viét
duwoc ké khai ngudn, ma chi cé thé dat I1én giay trang mwc den nhirng tw twéng “goc”
cla chinh minh, dwa trén ly luan va sang tao.

Du |a loai sach gi chang nira, thi viéc di tim cha dich cla tac gia va van dé trach nhiém
dao dirc clia ngoi bt tac gia 1a tdi quan trong trong van dé phan tich va phé binh séch.
Trach nhiém ngoi but ctia nha phé binh vi thé con quan trong hon ca tac gia, vi nha phé
binh, néu cé lwong tdm va c6 chd dirng trong thé gi¢i sach vé, 1a ngudi da tw dirng ra
nhan l&nh nhiém vu hwéng dan quan chang.

QH: : Bi qua lanh vire bao chi mét cach ré rét hon, néu mét nha bao viét sach, thi theo
chi tiéu chuén phé binh phai nhu thé nao?

DNN: Tiéu chuén viét bao vé “tin” (news) dat trong tdm & sw dé hiéu (viét cho doc gia
chi & mirc tét nghiép trung hoc), trung thwe véi muc dich loan tin cho quan ching ma
thoi. Néu viét bao & mét 1anh vwe chuyén mon (tiéng cla gidi bao chi & My goi la
“beat”), thi nha bao cé thé di vao dia hat phan tich va nham vao quan ching co trinh do
cao hon murc tét nghiép trung hoc. Nhw vay, noi chung tiéu chuén viét cho nha béo luén
ludn phal dat & sw trung thuwc va day da. Piéu nay cé nghia rang nha bao phal phong
van va tim toi tai liéu nghién ciru & nhiéu mat khac nhau, va phai trinh bay van dé &
nhiéu khia canh chir khéng phai chi mét chiéu.

Trén thuc t&, nha bao khi viét va phan tich thé nao ciing dem dinh kién clia minh vao tac
pham. Diéu nay ching ta, cong déng ngudi Viét hai ngoai, da thay rd rang trong viéc
cac nha bao Tay Phuong twdng trinh chién tranh Viét Nam. Nhan nhan nhirng nha bao
phuc vu cho cac xu hwéng chinh tri, hay di tim danh trong nghé nghiép ctia minh.
Nhwng ciing da c6 nhirng nha bao hy sinh ca tinh mang vi nhiém vu cao quy clia nguoi
twong thuat.

Vi vay, khi twérng thuat, nghién ciru, va nhan dinh, cang it dinh kién chirng nao thi tac
pham cla nha bao cang co gia tri chirng Ay, vi nha bao da lam nhiém vu “thdng tin” cla
minh, di ngwoc lai dinh kién cia minh, thay vi tim cach &nh hwéng dén dw luan qua
khung kinh day dinh kién cGa ca nhan minh. Vi nha bao ciing 1a con ngudi ma thoi, va
con nguwoi c6 thé nham 1an, dinh kién, nguwoi doc va nha phé binh can phai lam viéc
nhan dinh gat gao vi chd ding quan trong ctia bao chi trong mét x& héi dan cha.

QH: Nhw vay tiéng néi cta nha bao co thé 1a tiéng noi cua dan gian khong, thua chj?
Chéng khac chi lich st viét bdng dan gian, nhuw trirong hop ca dao tuc ngi ctia Viét Nam
minh...

DNN: Diéu nay rat “kha thi” nhat la khi tiéng néi clia nha béo di ngwoc lai dwong hwéng
cua chinh sach, trong moét xa héi kém dan chd. Cac nha déc tai ludn ludn tim céach tiéu
diét tri thirc va nha bao, hodc bién ho thanh nhirng cdng cu phuc vu cho chinh sach. Toi
dung chi» “chinh sach” dé dich tir “policy”, khong cé nghia la sach lwgc nhét thiét phai
chan chinh. Ch “chinh” trong “chinh sach” & day c6 nghia la sach lvgc dwoc cong bd,
dwoc thi hanh theo gido diéu (formalized, official).
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Trong mét x& hdi nhw vay, thi tdc phdm twéng thuat ctia nha bao, néu di ngwoc lai chinh
sach, c6 thé tré thanh mét phan tir cla dan gian ghi lai nhivng div kién lich st va anh
hwéng cla cac dir kién dé trén con nguoi. Néu khong la sw ghi chép dén tir quan niém
ctia dan, (mét hinh thirc ghi lai lich st truyén khau) , thi tAc phdm cla nha béo van la
mot tai liéu nghién ctru, trong do g|a tri phai dat trén tinh trung thwc, kha nang tim toi,
sap dat, sw cong bang va cach ké chuyén tlr moi phia clia nguoi viét.

Néu nha béo la cong cu cla thé lyc, thi tAic pham khong con 1a tac phdm cla nha béo
ni*a, ma la tac phdm cla thé Iyc. Tuy nhién, nhitng doc gia mudn hiéu thé Iuc, thi van
phéi doc tdc phdm 4y nhu thuwdng. Poc nhw gido diéu thi khéng, nhwng doc dé tim hiéu,
thi van nén doc.

Lam thé nao dé biét tac phadm la ctia nha bao, phan anh tiéng néi ctia dan gian, hay la
cta thé lyc? D6 la nhan dinh ctia méi ddc gid. Sw ca tung qua dang, hay chivi ria tham
té, déu cb tac dung tdm ly trén quan ching, 1am chinh tri hod sw viéc (politicized), di dén
muc dich bop méo viéc di tim sw that ma chinh doc gid phai tw nhan dinh lay, tr chd
dirng va tdm nhin cGa minh.

Coéng viéc di tim sy that, dwa trén tinh tu’o’ng‘déi cla sw that cling nhw sw hién nhién
cua di kién, phan biét han ra khoi tuyén truyen hay dinh kien, chinh la cong tac trwong
ky khé khan nhat trong lich st nhan loai. [in dam béi Qué Hwong]

QH: Nhuw thé thi, riéng trong b6 mon tiéu thuyét, trach nhiém cua tiéu thuyet gia la gi,
thwa chi? Vi tiéu thuyét la gid twéng, diéu d6 c6 nghia réng tac gia mudn viét gi thi viét
hay khéng?

DNN: DT nhién 1a khéng. Banh gia tiéu thuyét khéng thé ndm trong pham vi “chan chéat’
dworc (t6i dich chiv “literal.”) Tac pham la “literary” (van chwong), khoéng phai la mét bai
twong thuat co tinh cach “chan chét” (literal). Thi du: nhan dinh sau day: “Ua, tac giad md
ta nhan vat an keo chocolat. Téi mudn biét keo doé hiéu gi dé tdi ciing di mua. Tac gia
khéng néu I&n nhan hiéu cla keo chocolat, lam tdi that vong, va nhw thé 1a tac gia viét
d& hay khong dung sy that?” D6 1a thi du ctia sw “chan chat”. T» “chan chat” di dén ngd
nghé hay ngé ngan. Phé binh van chuong kiéu do 1a xuyén tac va thiéu lwong thién, rat
c6 hai khi dwoc phd bién cho quan chang khéng chd tam dén bd mén nghé thuat, va
chwa hé doc tiéu thuyét.

Vi gia tri cta tiéu thuyét ndm & cach ké truyén, tiéu thuyét gia phai tao cho doc gia cdm
twdng va xtc dong. Ngay ca tiéu thuyét khoa hoc gia tucyng hay truyén ma quai ciing
phal O tac dung lam déc g|a bwéc vao thé gidi huyén do ma tuo’ng nhw rdng minh dang
c6 mét trong truyén, nhu thé 1a truyén c6 that. Trong thé gi6i ctia van chwong sang tao
hay nghé thuat trinh di&n, ngwdi My goi cdm twdng nay l1a “suspended disbelief’: doc gia
va ngudi xem hoan toan tin twdng vao cau truyén, dén ndi tat ca nhirng nghi ngd déu
“ngwng dong” lai. Chi khi nao dat dwoc va dem dén cam twédng say mé, dén néi “tat ca
nhirng nghi ngd vé moét thé gidi khdng cé thwe da bi ngwng dong lai” trong tréi tim va
dau 6c ngudi xem (¥ nghia cum tir “suspended disbelief”), thi lc d6 nghé thuat tiéu
thuyét va nghé thuat trinh dién ma&i dwoc goi la thanh céng.

No6i khac di, ngudi xem bi cudn hat vao thé gidi cla tiéu thuyét va twédng rang thé gidi
do c6 thuwe, dén ndi bi anh hwéng vé ménh dé cda tiéu thuyét, tin theo tac gia, bi thuyét
phuc bdi tac gid dé khoc cwdi theo tac gid bang cach séng dwdi da nhivng nhan vat, thi
d6 méi dung la mot cudn tiéu thuyét hay. Tiéu thuyét tuyét tac thwdng cé ménh dé, va
phai phan anh doi sbng day dd va trung thwe, do rang cu Nguyén Du rat khiém nhwong
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néi lén, “..Mua vui chi dwgc mot vai tréng canh...” Néu khéng c6 gid tri ménh dé, thi
ngwdi ta khéng dung chi “tiéu thuyet nghia den la “A little essay,” d& mo ta bd mén
nghé thuat nay. Do do, tiéu thuyét cling phai dwa trén nghién clru, bién luan, nhung tat
ca déu phai qua nhan vat va cét truyén. Sy tao dwng nhan vat, vi thé, vd cling quan

trong trong nghé thuat tiéu thuyét.

Tim cho ra ménh dé cda tiéu thuyét dé phan tich chinh la cdng viéc cia nha phé binh.
Trong mot cudn tiéu thuyét hay, tac gia khong ‘di vao' cbt truyén thay thé nhan vat, dé
giang glal cong trinh nghién ctru cho déc gia, vi nhw thé la da “kéo doc gla ra khoi thé
gi¢i cha ‘suspended disbelief.” Tiéu thuyét gia dem doc gia vao thé gioi do twéng véi
muc dich thirc tinh doc gid vé phwong dién tri thire, tw twéng, hodc dé cai cach xa hoiy
hét nhw nhirng tac phdm nghién ctru phi tiéu thuyét. Trong trwdng hop do, tiéu thuyét
gia lam céng viéc cla ...luat sw trong nghé thuat thuyét phuc, goi la the art of
persuasion hay rhetoric. Day |& mét trong nhirng diém chinh yéu t6i néu Ién khi nghién
ctru vé twong quan gitra van chwong va luat hoc (“law and literature movement”) tai dai
hoc Harvard. Nha van viét tiéu thuyét tirc 1a mac o luat sw.

C6 mot loai tiéu thuyét niva, trong do tac gia chi di theo cdm hirng sang tao, khéng mudn
dem vao tiéu thuyét ménh dé nao ca. Ngudi ta goi d6 1a nghé thuat vi nghé thuat (“L’art
pour I'art), va d& c6 rat nhiéu ban céi vé loai sang tao nay & Viét Nam, dau thé ky 20.
Mot thi du: cudn Lolita ctia Vladimir Nabokov, dwoc cho 1a mét trong nhivng cudn tiéu
thuyét hay nhat thé gidi vi kha nang viét ciia nha van. Cho dén bay gi®, thé gii van hoc
van chwa nga ngi rang cudn tiéu thuyét nay c6 muc dich nghi luan, hay chi la mét séang
tao nghé thuat thuan tay.

QH: Néu c6 “nghi luan,” thi tai sao khéng néi thang qua sach khao ctru hay viét bién
luan nhw...luat sw, ma lai phai viét tiéu thuyét lam chi?

DNN: Vi tiéu thuyét gia 1a nhirng nghé si séng tac, con cac nha khao ciru hay luat sw thi
khéng. Nhu cau phuc vu xa hoi dem ho lai gan véi nhau ma théi. N6i tréng ra, dang tiéu
thuyét dap (rng nhw cau gidi tri cing nhw nhu ciu ctia con ngwdi di tim chan thién my.
Hon thé nira, trong budi giao thoi, dang tiéu thuyét trén thoat dwo'c con mét soi boi cta
bao lwc va dem ménh dé cai cach xa hoéi hay ghi nhan lich st dén cho quan chiing mét
cach dé dang hon, khong bi ‘kiém duyét’ gay gat khi c6 tinh trang kiém soét tw do ngén
luan.

Tai dai hc_)c Harvard, toi dUng ngay thi du tir van hoc st¢r VN dé chirng minh ly do tai sao
tac gia givi gdm ménh dé clia minh qua van chwong sang tao, nhét la trong budi giao
thoi. T6i nhin vao giai doan Trinh Nguyen phan tranh va viéc thay déi quyen lwe twr triéu
Lé chua Trinh, qua dén nha Tay Son, rdi cudi cung la tridu Nguyen tiép xtc voi Tay
Phwong dwa den chi nghia thye dan ap dung & VN va hich Can Vuwong. Trong giai
doan kéo dai, vd cung nhiéu nhwong nay, khi ma nguwoi Viét giét hai 1an nhau va triét ha
nhan tai, dat nwéc trai qua bao nhiéu chién tranh va bién chuyén, rat nhiéu van thi si
vao bac nhét ctia VN d3 ra doi va da sang tao, nhiéu nguwoi la nhivng nha cach mang tw
twéng, nha hién triét, hodc dé nhéat khoa bang ctia x& hoi thei 4y: Nguyé&n Du, H6 Xuan
Hwong, Nguyén Binh Khiém, Nguyé&n Gia Thiéu, Doan Thj Diém, Bang Tran Con, Ba
Huyén Thanh Quan, réi Nguyén Céng Trir, Cao Ba Quét, Nguyén Khuyén, Duwong
Khué...

Cho viéc nghién ctru, toi dac biét chu trong dén “bd ba tac pham sang tao” (trllogy) cua

c6 thi VN: theo t6i, “bd ba” nay co tw twdong phai thai dan dén ménh dé “nir quyén,” dién
ta tam trang va ndi dau ctia phu ni¥ thoi ¢d: Kim Van Kiéu, Cung Oan, va Chinh Phu,
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phan &nh doi sdng ctia xa hoi thdi dy. Di nhién [a luan dé& cuda toi viét bang tiéng Anh.
T6i goi bd ba tac phdm nay 1a “The Glass Bottle” (cai chai trong vét). Van chwong sang
tao chira dwng ménh dé xa hoi gibng nhw cai chai trong vat: nhin vao chi thay ‘tiéu
thuyét’ — cbt truyén va nhan vat—ma chang thay cai chai dau c3, vi céi chai lam béng
thay tinh! Blre twdng bang thay tinh 4y che ché cho ménh dé xa hoi cta tiéu thuyét, doc
gid mubn hiéu thé nao ciing dwoc. Doc gia c6 thé khong nhin thay hinh thu céi chai,
nhwng xuyén qua blrc tweng thay tinh, cé thé da thay chinh minh va xa hdi ctia minh,
qua cdt truyén va nhan vat.

Thir twéng twong néu truyén Kiéu, Chinh Phu va Cung Oan khéng phai la dang thi van
sang tao, thi hau qua cla nhan vat T Hai, tiéng kéu than ctia ngudi dan ba tr cung
cam, va giot I& cGia nguwdi chinh phu dong cham dén triéu dinh va gidi quy toc nhw thé
nao. V& anh hwéng ctia Chinh Phu trong th&i chién, nén nhé: trong Binh Thw Yéu Luoc
ctia Tran Hwng Dao, c6 cau twong tw nhw sau: “néu lam nao dong quan si, s& CHEM!”
(t6i n6i theo tri nh&, xin quy vi chuyén vé& cb van kiém lai dum). Thtr nghi, ndi long héi
tiéc ctia nguoi thiéu phu: “lic ngodnh lai thdy mau dwong liéu, tha khuyén chang ding
chiu twéc phong...” c6 thé mang dén bao nhiéu “cai chém” cho binh si, néu khéng duoc
che dau dwai dang thi van sang tao qua ngoi bat clia Dang Tran Con va Doan Thi Diém.

QH: Xin chj néi thém vé cdng trinh nghién cru cta chi & dai hoc Harvard, chwong trinh
“hau tién si” phai khéng a? Chj lam céng trinh khao ctru nay & trwdng Luat?

DNN: Thwa phai... Trwong Luat va Faculty of Arts and Sciences. Gia tri cta Harvard la &
ché ho cho méi trwérng khdo ciru rat rong réi, cdi mé, va khéng han ché dé tai...

QH: Thwa chi, ngoai bd ba ¢ thi tir van hoc st VN, va ly thuyét “cai chai trong vat” cia
chi, cdng trinh nghién ctu & Harvard dem lai nhirng gi khac?

DNN: Téi phé binh tat ca Ia 6 cubn sach van chwong séang tao hién dai, trong d6 c6 2
cudn noi vé VN:

1. The Quiet American cia Graham Greene, nha van qudc té chuyén vé tiéu thuyét
chinh tri, da tién doan sy that bai ciia My & Dong Drong qua cudn tiéu thuyet nay;
2. The Deep Green Sea cuia Robert Olen Butler, nha van doat giai Pulitzer vé

truyén ngén ctia My. Truyén dai nay ndi vé tham kich ctia mét cwu chién binh Hoa
Ky quay vé tham lai VN sau chién tranh. Ong ta da vé tinh “l4y” chinh dtra con gai
vo thira nhan ctia minh, gibng nhw chuyén loan luan ctia Oedipus trong than thoai
Hy Lap.

3. Kiss of the Spider Woman, kich san kh4u ‘cai cach,” ca nha van Nam M§
Samuel Puig, néi vé hai ngwdi dan dng gap nhau trong nha tu, giai doan cach mang
cta A Can Dinh, da dwoc Broadway dién, va Hollywood lam thanh phim.

4, Mrs. Brldge ctia Evan Connell, néi vé khiing hodng tam ly clia gi&i trung lwu da
trdng séng & ngoai 0, thap nién 1950s, d& dwoc lam thanh phim, tai t& Paul
Newman va vg 6ng ta, JoAnne Woodward, dong vai chinh.

5. Art Lover ctia Carole Masso, nha van cai cach va giao sw van chwong cua dai
hoc Brown va Columbia, néi vé& ndi tam va doi séng tinh duc, tinh cdm ctia mét phu
nd phai déi dién véi ngudn géc lich st cia ban than minh.

6. Sau cung la tiéu thuyét Sula clia nir van hao My da den, Toni Morrison (nha van
doat giai Putlizer cia My va Nobel cua the gioi vé tiéu thuyet) Sula noi vé céi chét
ctia nguwdi phu nir da den khi da b di, réi chon quay tré vé véi ngudn codi clia
minh.

T6i chon 6 tac phdm vi cdm thdy nhirng ménh dé cla ching c6 nhirng diém twong dong
véi ménh dé lién quan dén nguoi di dan gbc Viét. Cac bai phé binh cla t6i ké trén déu
dan chirng thuyét ctia Roland Barthes ma t6i cling nhw mot sb cay viét VN Ién tudi hon
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t6i, trong va ngoai nwéc da nhic dén: theo Barthes, chu trinh phé binh van chwong
chinh 1a chu trinh sang tao clGia nha phé binh. Tac gid khéng can giai thich, ma nha phé
binh la ngwdi mang trach nhiém giai thich. Trong thuyét ctia Barthes, nha phé binh
khong phai la ngwow di khen tang hay mat sat, ma phai la nguoi di phan tich va tim t&i
thé gi¢i sang tao cuda tiéu thuyét, qua chinh kha néng sang tao ctia minh: nguwoi doc
thay gi trong tiéu thuyét qua nhirng biéu twong va tinh tiét?

QH: Bé thay dbi dé tai, va dé quay lai tiéu thuyét ca chi, tdi xin nhan xét, cé 1& chij yéu
thich hay bi &m &nh bi chi¥ “Hwong”: Chi viét tap truyén Mui Huong Qué va sau dé

la Con Gai Cda Séng Huong. Chi cé thé giai thich motif ndy, va xin chi phan biét hai tac
ph&m nay cla chi.

DNN: Tap truyén Mui Hwong Qué mang tén clia mét ty bat dwa trén chuyén c6 that,
khéng phai tiéu thuyét. Téi viét vé mui hwong ngao ngat cia mét khic qué, dat trong
phong khach nha cha me t6i & chung cw Nguyén Trwdng T6, Phdt Cam, Hué, thap nién
60 (ciing la noi cw ngu ctia gia dinh nhac si Trinh Céng Son lic d6—TCS la hang x6m
cla gia dinh tdi & Hué). Qué 1a tén cla ba ngoai tdi. “Hwong” cta khic qué tré thanh cai
day ndi hién tai cla toi voi qua khtr la ngudn cdi Viét Nam.

Séng Hwong, tréi lai, 1a mot tiéu thuyét lich st gia twdng, nai Ién tam tinh cua phu ni bj
tri qua cudc chién tranh Béng Dwong va sy mat mat cling nhw giai thoat hoan canh sau
1975. Giai thoat khéng toan ven, ma mat mat thi qua Ién, vi nhan vat chinh, Simone, da
phai ra di, mang theo qué khr 14 hanh trang, va da tré vé dbi dién voi coi nguén. Dong
séng twong trng cho sw chuyén tiép cta dinh ménh va mui hwong tr qua kher &y chinh
la soi day mau ma trong kiép lwu vong. Séng Hwong la motif, twong trng cho tinh cbt
nhuc, ndi lién 4 thé hé phu ni¥, khéng phai chi 1a dong séng dia ly.

QH: Theo Chij, thi chlr Hwong trong Con Gai Cua Song Huong cd nghia la gi?
DNN:Theo khao clru va nhat la khi tdi néi chuyén v&i mét vai dan Hué goc gac tr chua
Thién My, thi chir “Hwong” khéng phai chi la mui hwong thom.

Tuc truyén rang Chua Nguyen Hoang, trong cudc Nam tién, da dirng chan ven bd mot
dong song, noi ma ngai nam mong thay ba lao khuyén nén thdp mét b6 hwong va di doc
theo bo séng (day cling la nguon goc cua viéc xay cét chua Thién Mu). Theo l&i ba lao
trong giac mong cua Chaa Nguyén Hoang thi khi nao b6 hwong tan, Chua Nguyén nén
dirng chan dé dat nén méng cho x&r s&. Va Chda da lam diéu nay. Theo nhirng nguoi
con cGa Hué da noi chuyén vai toi, thi dong sdng tr d6 ¢6 tén “Hwong” cling nhw nhiéu
dia danh & Hué bat dau bang ch “Hwong” nhw Hwong Thay, Hwong Tra, v...v... Séng
Hwong, truéc khi dwge Chia Nguyén Hoang kham pha, chac chdn mang tén Cham,
khong phai tén Viét. Vay chir “parfums” cda Phap, hay chir “perfume” cia National
Geographic hay cac hang du lich, thuc ra chi la van dé dich thuat b&i ngudi ngoai quéc
Hwong c6 thé 1a mui thom cla thién nhién, hoa cd, ma cung c6 thé 1a bo hudng hay mui
thom cla nhang, thap b&i Chiia Nguyén Hoang hoéc |a ca hai. Téi la tac gia cubn tiéu
thuyét, khéng mubn goi dong séng qué me cla t6i la “Perfume.” Cho nén tac pham
mang tén Daughters of the River Huong, (thay vi Daughters of the Perfume River). Twa
nay do chinh me t6i, ngwdi Hué chinh théng, d&t cho cubn truyén.

NG6i réng hon, thanh phé Hué, Saigon, Paris, Ntru Uéc va nhivng ky niém cla co bé
Simone trong tiéu thuyét cla tdi, tir chiéc “sap gu” vua ban, cho dén cay mdc lan, céi tén
Qué, tén Sam, tén Huyén Phi, man dém pha trén séng Hwong, bong téi ngoai khung
ban nguyét ctia T&r Cdm Thanh, 14 vang cla Paris & St. Germain des Pres, tiéng hat
nhac c6 dién Tay Phwong hay giong ho ca Hué, chim hoa mi, va ngay ca tinh yéu trai
cdm hay hén nhan khéng tinh yéu cta Simone, tat ca déu 1a motifs. Phan tich van
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chwong phai di vao nhitng “motifs” ndy. Phan tich van chuong bat budc phai la phan
tich biéu twong, khéng thé la phéan tich “chan chat,” vi literary meaning khéng thé 1a
literal meaning.

QH: N6i dén cha dich cla tac gia va motif “hwong,” chi nghi sao vé truyén ngan Dj
Huwong ctia Swong Nguyét Minh da dwoc giai thwdng van hoc ctia H6i Nha Van, Cong
hoa Xa héi Cha nghia Viét Nam?

DNN: Téi c6 doc qua truyén ngan da gay soi ndi nay. Van chwong clia Dj Huong xtc
tich, gay can va dem dén “4n twong” manh mé. Tuy nhién, ta phai néu cau héi: chi dich
cla tac gia la gi, nhéat 1a qua hanh déng tiéu thuyét hoa ddi tw ctia vua Gia Long?

T6i chi xin gop y vé& van dé xay dwng nhan vat. O’ Dj Hwong, t6i khéng thdy dwoc chu
trinh “xay dwng méi,” vé nghé thuat (art) hay thi thuat (craft) cGia nha van. Téi chi thay
sw “xay dwng lai” con dwdng khai pha ctia Nguy&n Huy Thiép (NHT) vé tiéu thuyét lich
str, nhwng theo tdi thi NHT déc dao, sac bén, sau xa va sang tao suc tich hon Swong
Nguyét Minh. DBdc gia khdng nhin thdy dwoc sy phire tap tam ly cla nhan vat trong Dj
Huong, du rang cé thay tac gid “gay an twong” rat manh mé bang ngdn ngtv, hanh déng
va canh tri. Cé thé noéi Dj Huong gay “shock effect” theo ngdn tir ctia Tay Phuwong.

Dj Huong khéng viét bang tam nhin ctia ni tinh (tiéng Anh goi |a “perspective,” mot yéu
t6 rat can thiét cho nghé thuat tiéu thuyét). Theo t6i, tdm nhin ctia Dj Hurong hoan toan
la tAm nhin cGa nam gi®i, nhwng 1a mét nam giéi dirng & trang hudng hw do nao dé, mot
thé gi¢i xa voi trong tri twéng cla tac gia, khong co thuan chét cia doi sébng bay gi® (tdi
di&n giai chi¥ “authenticity”). Thé nhwng, Di Hwong lai khéng phai |a tiéu thuyét siéu thwc
(dich chi¥ “surrealism” hay “surrealist drama”).

C6 thé do |a sw khac biét gitra nwéc Cong hoa Xa hoi Chi nghia Viét Nam véi thé gisi
bén ngoai.

Vay thi Di Hwong la loai tiéu thuyét gi, d& dap &ng lai théi thic tri tué va tinh cdm cua
doc gia, cta chinh tac gia, hay cac giam khao van chwong, di theo nhu cdu nha nwéc?

Vi thé, chiing ta cling nén d&t cau héi tai sao Dj Huong trung gidi. Cac giam khao va cac
nha binh luan & VN nghi gi va dé&t tiéu chuan gi? Khi trao giai thwdng, nhirng nguo’l lam
chinh sach van hoa cho Viét Nam nhin nhw thé nao vé van chwong sang tao va viéc tiéu
thuyét hoa lich st bang cach la'm & ué hinh anh Nguy&n Anh va Ngoc Binh? Nhan vat
gid twéng Tran Huy Séan tiéu biéu cho céi gi trong quan chiing? Pau la déng lwc cho
hanh vi clia clia cac nhan vat nay (Bong luc, tiéng Anh goi la “motivation” |a mét yéu tb
rat quan trong clia nghé thuat xay dwng nhan vat cho tiéu thuyét). O xa hoi My thi di
nhién khéng c6 viéc chinh pha 1am chinh sach van hoa dé anh hwéng viéc sang tac hay
sang tao cla “dan”, du rang co quan giam sat truyén théng cé dat co' ché va Téi Cao
Phéap Vién Hoa Ky co thé giam séat tw do ngén luan qué trén gay hai cho x& hoi hay
ngwdi chung quanh.). Ty do ngén luan & My, dat nwéc dan chi hang dau cla thé gidi,
chwa bao gi& duoc luat phap cong nhan la “tuyét dbi.”

Theo tdi, & xa hoi nao di chdng nira, tiéu thuyét 1a mot bd mon quéc té. Tiéu thuyét phai
la mot tAm tham dét cong phu, ma méi nhan vat [a mét nét vé cho tAm tham do, dé doc
gia tim thay blrc tranh toan bod ctia tAm tham. Tiéu thuyét khong thé chi la mot mat
phéng dé tac gia dem db vao d6 khéng biét bao nhiéu thitr tap nhap, chi véi muc dich
gay an twong cho nguoi doc.

Biéu nay khong c6 nghia tiéu thuyét phai dwoc gian di hoa hay di theo duong thang.
MGt trong nhirng tieu thuyéet véi van phong, cu phap, va cot truyén phire tap nhat, khdng

61



di theo dwong thdng, ddng thdi gay soi ndi nhat, 1a cudn “kinh Ac Quy” ctia mét van hao
gbéc Trung A.

QH: Dj Huong néi vé vua Gia Long va coéng chiia Ngoc Binh. D4 1a tiéu thuyét da str,
cing nhw Con Gai Ciia Séng Huwong cta chi 1a tiéu thuyét da sir. Theo chi, thé nao la
mot tiéu thuyét lich st hay da sc?

DNN: Theo t6i, cé hai dang tiéu thuyét lich str:

1. Dang th(r nhat: Nhan vat tiéu thuyét [a nhan vat lich str. Vi thé, viéc xay dwng
nhan vat phai chinh xac theo di kién lich str. Tuy nhién tam tinh va tam ly nhan vat
lich str c6 thé di theo sang tao cla tiéu thuyét gia d& dem cac nhan vat lich st dén
gan doc gid. Di Hwong la loai thir nhét.

2. Dang thi hai: Cac nhan vat déu la gia twéng, nhwng dwoc dwng 1€n trong bbi
canh lich sir cé thuc. Viéc xay dung bdi cadnh phai chinh xac theo lich str, di rang
nhan vat la twédng twong. S6ng Hwong cua toi la loai th hai.

Vi thé, tiéu chuan pham dinh Séng Huong so véi Di Huong khac nhau. Bét ct loai nao
di nira, t6i cho rang dao dirc cla tiéu thuyét gia khéng cho phép nghé si sang tao bop
méo lich str, du réng tiéu thuyét gia c6 thé dét lai cau hoi: dau la sw that? Tiéu thuyét gia
c6 thé gitp doc gia hinh dung ra khung canh cuda lich st nhi mét cudn phim. Dé 1a
nhiém vu cla tiéu thuyét.

QH: C6 diém twong ddng gi khong trong dwong 16i viét van gitra chi va Swong Nguyét
Minh?

DNN: Theo t6i, Dj Huong 16 rang la hoi the va tdm nhin cia nam gi&i, conSéng
Huwong giong nhw séng mat va giai lua cda niv gioi.

Theo t6i, ngoi bt cia Di Hwong rét tan doc. Toi hy vong rang Song Hwong cla toi, di
c6 mo ta sy tan doc cla lich s, thi du, viéc tra tan trong Héa Lo (nhan vat Di Sam), van
khong la ngoi bat tan dgc. Trai lai, SGng Hwong chira dwng ldng man tinh cua ly twdng
vé nguon.

La mot doc gia, t6i c6 nhan xét sau day vé Dj Hwong: Truyén dwoc dugce xay dwng trén
doi sbéng tinh duc va nhirng ham muén tran truéng, gan nhw bénh hoan (dich chir
perversion), tlr trong v thirc ndo dé cha hai nhan vat lich s&v: Gia Long Hoang dé bén
canh Ngoc Binh Céng chiia. Poc xong t6i bj roi vao tinh trang “hut hang.” T6i khéng cadm
nhan dwoc ddng lwc clia nhan vat, va vi thé khong di vao thé gisi cia tiéu thuyét dwoc
(tAc dung 1&n nhét cua tiéu thuyét gia trén doc gid —lam cho doéc gid séng vao khung
canh cla tiéu thuyét, nhw toi da giai nghia cum tr “suspended disbelief’ trwdc day). Toi
cling chang thdy rd “Hwong” trong Di Hwong c6 la biéu twong cho tw twéng gi khong.

Néu doc gia khong thé cdm nhan duoc luan dé cuia tiéu thuyét, va truyén ngan Di
Hwong chi c6 muc dich mua vui — dién ta lai doi séng chan gbi va théi quen duc vong
gdm ghiéc clia vua Gia Long (ngui théng nhéat son ha), thi nhw vay, Di Hwong c6 phai
la mot “tiéu thuyét tinh duc” theo nghia “literary erotica” nhw tdi da dién giai trudc day?
[Phan mét ctia bai phdng van] Tac phdm dem mot Hoang dé va mét Hoang hau lich st
ra lam nhan vat dé gay “an twong.” Vay cai gi dirng sau an twong nay? Day la nhirng
cau hdi phtrc tap phai dat ra va xem xét béi ngudi binh giang.

Nhan day, t6i cling nhac ludn dén truyén ngén Béng Dé. Ddc gia ctiia D& Hoang Diéu
nhan thirc dwoc vo sb luan dé trong truyén ngén Bong Dé. Cho nén téi khdng thé goi
Béng Dé 1a “tiéu thuyét tinh duc” nhw tdc pham ctia Anais Nin. Bong Dé l1a moét truyén
ngén luan dé, nhung vi cd Diéu viét qua ti mi va tran trubng vé phan &ng duc tinh cla
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phu ni¥, gay xtic dong cho nhiéu ngui doc, va vi thé truyén ngén co thé “bi” dem phan
tich nhw mét hinh thire tieu thuyét tinh duc ma thoi.

Theo t6i, thi Bdng e con mang déy da tinh cach am u ctia mot tiéu thuyét kinh dj
(thriller). Trong khong khi ma quai ay, trai han véi Dj Hwong, Bong Bé mang day tinh
thuan chét (authenticity) cia doi song bay gio, du rang cbt truyén la thé gidi cua
“fantasia” (ngodn tr Tay Phwong néi vé tiéu thuyét do twéng, thay vi tiéu thuyét hién
thwe). Va nhw thé, Bong Pé vira do twdng vira hién thwe. Diéu nay néi 1én kha nang viét
vO cung phong phu cta c6 Diéu.

Téi cho rang Diéu qué bi quan. Nhan vat cia c6 buwéc vao sé phan hadm hiu vi nang da
tré thanh nan nhan cda chinh minh, sau khi la nan nhan ctia “céi bong” tir qué khr. Giai
thoat doc nhat (salvation) hay sy ctru roi (redemption) 1a “thai nghén” ciia nguéi phy ni:

biéu twong cho twong lai. Nhwng “thai nghén” 4y, két qua bién dang cta sy cwéng birc,
doi v&i toi la thy dong.

Nhw tdi d& noi véi mot sd ddng hwong, con dwdng cla phu niv Viét Nam trwdc mat
khong phai la chiu dwng hay yéu thich “bong de” dé chi dwoc “thai nghén” cho twong lai,
ma phai la tinh chét chu déng cho sb phéan cta minh. Khi cha dong thi ‘so phan’ dau con
la ‘s6 phan’ nira (theo nghia cta thuyét “dinh ménh” (fatalism) nhw truyén Kiéu)? “Sé
phan” tré thanh twong lai, trong dé ‘thai nghén’ la mét hinh thirc ciia con dwong giai
thoat. N6i ndbm na nhw sau: dé& khdi bi“bong de&” thi ching ta c6 thé lam sao “dé lai
béng,” dap tat sy xam chiém ctia n6 di khi can thiét, nham chién thng bang cach ty giai
thoat minh qua tw twéng, cham dit nhirng 4&m anh, ap blc cla van hda thdng tri (dich
chr dominant culture), dén tr qua khr.

QH: Chij c6 thé so sanh thadng Séng Huong véi Di Huong khi ca hai tac phdm déu dwoc
I6ng vao “lich st’?

DNN: T6i xin so sanh tinh cach “da s&” cia Dj Hwong v&i Song Huwong nhuw sau:

Séng Huong la moét tiéu thuyét tredng thién (dich chi “epic”), dwoc dwng 1én trong béi
canh lich si¥). Nhan vat hw ciu, cbt truyén hw cdu, bdi canh co thyc.

Di Hwong khdng c6 tinh cach “epic” cia mét truyén dai. Di Hwong dwa trén nhan vat cé
thyc dwoc néu dich danh trong lich s, vua Gia Long, nhwng hanh vi cia nhan vat thi
hw cu. Cét truyén cé thé 1a hw ciu, con bdi canh thi pha tron vira hw ciu vira co thuc.
NGi tém lai, ddc gid 1an 16n khong biét cbt truyén va boi canh cé thuwe hay khong.

N6i khéc di, doc Di Hwong, doc gia bat budc phai hdi: vua Gia Long, Céng Chia Ngoc
Binh c6 nhw thé hay khoéng? Tran Huy Séan c6 thuc hay khéng? Lich str va tiéu thuyét co
thé bj I&n 16n. Khi dem nhan vat lich st ra hw cdu thém bét, béi canh thi viva thyc vira
hw, Di Hwong c6 thé gay hoang mang. Van dé gay gat nhat trong Di Hwong la cha dich
clia tac gia khi chon lwa lam viéc nay. Dwng tiéu thuyét dé viét lai hay thay d6i cai nhin
vé lich s sé gay ra van dé dao dirc va trach nhiém — tac gid nén dirng lai & dau dé bao
vé va tén trong con dwong di tim sy that — sir mang chinh cta nha van?

Khac v¢i Di Hwong, tat ca cAc nhan vat cla Song Huong déu hw cAu. Lich st tré thanh
cdi nén, béi cadnh cho cac nhan vat gia twéng cling sOng, cw X va dbi tac v&i nhau.
Trong chinh st ctia Viét Nam, khoéng c6 vi vua triéu Nguyé&n nao tén la Thuan Thanh,

ma cling khéng c6 vwong phi nao goi la Huyén Phi. Nhan vat lich st doc nhat co that la
Blrc Thanh Thai, nhwng vua Thanh Thai khong phai la nhan vat Thuan Thanh. Kham S
Trung Ky thoi vua Thanh Théi cling khdng mang tén Sylvain Foucault. Tac gia dem
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nhirng nhan vat hw clu nay vao tinh hudng ca nhan hoan toan theo twdng twgng. Chi
c6 boi canh lich st la c6 that dé lam tang tinh chat thuan tdy va rat dang tin cho truyén

ma thoi (dich chi “authenticity” va “credibility”). Boc gia biét nhw thé. Vi thé, khong co
viéc bop méo lich str.

Cau hdi Ion nhat: thé nao la mot tiéu thuyét co gia tri, nhat 1a khi tiéu thuyét c6 tac dung
bép méo lich str? Tiéu thuyet phai dwoc nhan dinh trén gia tri van chwong va tw twdng,
nhwng khoéng thé thay thé lich str.

QH: Chj nghf sao vé ly luan ciia mot sb déc giad, cho rang tac gia tiéu thuyét lich st
khong thé 14y nhan vat 6 that dem vao tiéu thuyét, ciing khong dworc tao nén nhan vat
hw ciu, ma phai viét gibng hét nhw nhitng gi lich st da ghi xuéng?

DNN(cwoi): N6i nhuw vay thi dem chén hoac gach x6a luén bé mén tiéu thuyét cho

réi. TOi xin néu mét vai thi du 14y tr van hoc Tay Phuwong.

1.  Thidu tht nhat: Mét trong nhikng tiéu thuyét hap dan nhét cla thé gidi la truyén
“Ba Chang Ngw Lam Ph&o Thd” clia van hao Alexandre Dumas, viét nam 1844. Bdi
canh la nwéc Phap nam 1625 va ba chang ngy 1am — Athos, Porthos va Aramis,
theo hau vua Louis thir 13. Ho khac phuc dwoc Héng Y Richelieu va s gid cla
ngai la Ba Quy Phai De Winter trong chién dich muén lam x4u mat hoang gia. Doc
gia thwdng thdc méc xem ba chang ngw 1am nay cé that hay khong, vi dirc Hong Y
va Vua Louis thtr 13 thi hoan toan c6 that, va bbi canh thi y hét nhw that.Ciing nhw
nhiéu tac gia viét tiéu thuyét khac, Alexandre Dumas dung nhan vat lich st c6 that
dé dwng nén tiéu thuyét. Thé nhwng, nha van khdng bép méo nhirng gi lich st da
ghi nhan vé dirc Hong Y ciing nhw nha vua nwéc Phap. Céac st gia déu biét [a 3
chang ngw 1am khéng c6 that, du réng bbi canh lich st cta tiéu thuyét rat dang tin.
Trong trang hudng cua tiéu thuyét, thi hanh déng cla hai nhan vat lich siv: nha vua
va Blrc Hong Y, di nhién 1a san phdm twéng twong cla Dumas. Diéu nay khéng
lam cho gié tri tAc phAm ctia Dumas hay van dé lwong tdm ngwdi cam bat bj van
duc di.

2. Thidu thi hai: Mét gido sw Luat & dai hoc Yale, Jed Rubenfeld, viét cubn tiéu
thuyét trinh tham mang tén “Dién Giai Viéc Sat Nhan” (The Interpretation of
Murder), xu4t ban b&i Nha Henry Holt & Ntru U'dc. Truyén nay phan tach tam Iy ké
sat nhan dé di truy tim tht pham da giét mot phu nir thwong lwu & Niru U'éce.
Truyén hoan toan gia twéng. Tuy nhién, tac gia da dem hai nhan vat c6 thyc vao
truyén: bac si Sigmund Freud va dé dé cha ong ta la ly thuyét gia Carl Jung. Hanh
dong cla Freud va Jung trong truyén tring hop véi nhirng chi tiét cé thuc ngoai
d&i, nhwng di nhién hanh vi ctia hai nhan vat nay trong tiéu thuyét hoan toan 1a
twdng twong. Day la mét dién hinh cho viéc pha tron sy that va tiéu thuyét mot
cach vo hai, vi chinh céc st gia cling khong biét trng dwérng di nwéc bwdc cla hai
bac si Freud va Jung — hai vi nay da lam nhirng gi khi ho viéng tham nwéc My &
thoi diém cha cbt truyén?

3. Thi du thir ba: Anh hwdng cua nghé thuat sang tao trén quan ching, xa hoi va
chinh tri la trwdng hop cudn tiéu thuyét ndi tiéng: Kinh Ac Quy (the Satanic Verses).
Nha van goc An Do Salman Rushdie dwng mét nhan vat gia twong qua giéng giao
chd Dao Hbi. Vi thé dan Hbi Giao da vo cung cam phan doi giét hoac khing bd nha
van va cac tiém sach. M&i gan day, nam 2012, lai c6 trwdng hop twong tw vé mot
cubn phim ciing n6i vé Hoéi Gido. Cubn tiéu thuyét Kinh Ac Quy c6 gia tri van
chwong rét cao va van phong vo cung khé hiéu. Con cudn phim gay séng gié moi
gan day co gia tri my thuat va tw twéng gi khong?

4,

Két luan:
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Gid4 tri cla tiéu thuyét lich st cling nhw lwong tam cla ngoi bat khéng thé dat trén tiéu

chuén réng tiéu thuyét phai gibng y hét nhw lich str. Nhw thé thi dau con 1a nghé thuat

sang tao nira! Tuy nhién, khi dem nhan vat lich st ra dwng thanh nhan vat chinh, hoan
toan theo gia twong, hay dwng mét nhan vat gia twédng ma qua trang hop véi nhan vat
lich st, thi ngwoi viét sé phai dbi dién véi van dé dao dirc clia ngoi bat nhw tdi da trinh
bay.

Gi4 tri van chwong phai tuy thudéc vao muc dich, ngu y, biéu twong, chi trwong va chiéu
sau tw twdng cua tac gia, cling nhw cai dep cuia tac phadm vé phwong dién my thuat.
Coéng cudc pham dinh gia tri 4y 1a ché ding cao quy, lwong tam, dao dirc va my thuat
tinh cGia nha phé binh. Theo tiéu chuén ctia Roland Barthes, thi nha phé binh ciing la
nha sang tao. Pao dirc cla cay viét d&t nang trén ca hai: nha van sang tao va nha phé
binh van chwong — hai thé dirng khac nhau, cuing chung mét s& mang nhw nhau. Theo
toi, d6 la s&r mang dem cai dep va nhan ban tinh vao céng cudc di tim s that cda nhan
loai: di tim ldng cao thwong & chén bun 13y, di tim sw han gén cho tat ca moi dé v&, di
tim hy vong cho moi thdm kich, réi g6i ghém tat ca vao nghé thuat c6 dong cla ngén
ngi¥, dién ta qua |&i ké truyén. Nhw thé, nhan vat tré thanh nhan ching. Téi goi viéc goi
ghém nay la “cai khudn vuéng tron va tinh chét tron ven clia mot tiéu thuyét van
chuwong!”

Con nhirng tac phdm nghién ctru hay twdng thuat, theo dang “phi tiéu thuyét” (non-
fiction), thi di nhién déc gid va nha phé binh khéng can di vao thé gi¢i sang tao cta van
chwong. Tuy thé, tac gia ciing van phai hoan tat “cai khuén vuéng tron” dy, trong viéc di
tim va phd bay s that. D6 la trach nhiém chung cta ngoi bat trwéc doc gia va lich siv!
[doan nay dwoc in dam béi Qué Huwong].

QH: Cam on Chj, va xin hen ddc gia mot dip khac, néi vé dé tai van chwong khac.

“Nguwoi con gai sbng Hwong”
Lan Chi

LGT: Sach cua W. Nicole Du’o’ng (Du’ong Nhw Nguyén), nik thdm phan Hoa Ky dau tién
géc Viét, vira doat lubn gidi nhat va giai nhi cla cuéc g/al thudng sach quéc té

2012 (International Book Awards 2012), dang tiéu thuyét da van héa (category:
multicultural fiction), duoc té chirc béi JPX Media Group cia Los Angeles, tiéu bang
California, Hoa Ky. Chao doi tai H6i An, Quéng Nam va dén Hoa Ky ndm 1975, Nicole
t6t nghiép Ctr Nhan Béo Chi tai DH Southern lllinois, sau dé Tién ST Luét cia DH
Houston va LLM cua Harvard. Tudi 24, c6 da lam Téng Giém Béc Vu Bbi Thuong Rui
Ro cho Quén Hoc Chénh Houston, réi tét nghiép luat s ndm 1984. Hanh nghé luét
duroc 18 ndm thi ¢6 tré thanh gido sw luét thuc thu & dai hoc Denver . C6 viét vén tur khi
con & Viét Nam va la nguoi cudi cung doat giai danh duw cudc thi Van Chuwong Phu Ni¥
Toan Quéc Lé Hai Ba Trung cta Viét Nam Céng Hoa. Cuén “Con géi cta séng Huong”
xuét ban ndm 2005 g4y nhiéu tiéng vang.

Trich phan két cia bai phdng van nay:
HLC: xin cam on c6 Duong Nhw Nguyén. Ong Nguyén Ngoc Anh, Cuu Chu Tich céng
dong NVQG Arizona da viét cho téi nhw sau trong nhiing trao doi ca nhan qua mail :“Cé

4y (DNN) Ia vién ngoc quy, can duoc kham pha (hay ding hon, can tao co héi cho
nguoi khac kham pha.) Tw cach. Tham thuy. Co tinh tw dén tdc. Co chiéu sau triét hoc.
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Anh khéng dung chi¥ 'khén khéo' vi né thuong déng nghia véi khéng chén théat, nhung
co 4y la nguoi biét cach tra Ioi dé 16i kéo doc gid vé véi suy nghi cia minh.” T6i nghi, toi
da phan nao hoan thanh nhiém vy. Bai tam tinh nay la co hoi toi givi DNN dén véi moi
ngwdi. Trudc tdi da co Lwu Nguyén Dat, [1] Nguyen Xuan Hoang,[2] Viét Bang nhwng
cai cach mot phu niv dén v&i mot phu nlr nhu toi dén vadi co, co 1é t6i la ngwdi dau tien?
Con dwdng thién ly cé ngan hon chang khi cé ngwdi kham pha? Xin tam biét va hen
mot tAm tinh khac. (Nguwng trich)

1-HLC: Xin chao C6 Dwong Nhw Nguyén. Chic mirng ¢ da doat cuing luc hai gidi nhat
va nhi cla “International Book Awards” nam 2012. Buoc biét Amazon gl 2 tac phadm
nay duw thi trong khi cd vAng mét tai Hoa Ky. Nhw vay ai la ngwdi dau tién bao tin vui nay
va cam twéng clia c6?

DNN: Cam on chj Lan Chi da cho t6i néi chuyén véi ddng hwong. Amazon dwa sach dw
thi va bao tin, nhwng té6i khong nhan dwoc vi khéng cé mat & My. Luc dé, téi dang phuc
vu chwong trinh Fulbright ctia Hoa Ky & ngoai quéc. M&i day, khi vé My t6i mai biét, qua
nha xuat ban Amazon.

2-HLC: Gia du bay gi® cho ¢d hdi twéng vé qua khir thi tdm ly ctia c6 qua hai lan doat
giai: nam 1975 giai van hoc cta Viét Nam Cdng Hoa va gidi International Book Awards
nam 2012 c6 nhirng diém gi gidbng nhau va khac nhau?

DNN: Nam 1975, dang hoc 12 C Trwng Vwong, t6i dwoc giai Danh Dy Van Chuong
Phu N&r Toan Quéc vao Lé Hai Ba Truwng. Trwdce khi dy thi, ba Higu Trwdng, Giam Hoc
va Téng Giam Thj da mang t6i di thap hwong, quy lay trwde ban tho Hai Ba Trung & Sai
Gon. Giai thwéng trao & Vwon Tao Ban cung voi nhiéu phu nor xuét sac khac. Ngoai
khanh vang con dwoc quyen chon hoc bong du hoc trong 6 québc gia.

Lan nay téi khdng vui may va khoéng the so0 sanh mét cach twong xirng dworc, vi glal
thuo’ng bay gio khong cd tam voc qubc gia nhw nam 1975. Tuy nhién, cé mét niém an
Gi: nhirng gi t6i viét bang tiéng Anh da dwoc doc va cdng nhan gia tri.

C6 mét diém twong déng: Gidi Van Chwong L& Hai Ba Trung la két qua ctia cudc thi
“ndc danh”, hdi ddng giam khao khoéng dworc biét tén cac thi sinh. 40 nam sau & My
cling thé. Ban t6 chirc International Book Awards hoan toan khéng biét toi Ia ai, va toi
khéng hé biét ho.

Diém khac biét: Giai & Viét Nam dwa trén sang tac viét cho cudc thi, chwa bao gi®» xuét
ban. Giai & My bay gi® dwa trén tac phdm da dwoc xuét ban, do nha xuét ban cua toi
dem di dv thi.

3-HLC: Chung ta di vao 2 tac phdm doat gidi nhé. Cudn “Mimi and Her Mirror” va cuén
“Postcards From Nam” khé&i sy Iiic ndo va viét trong bao 1au? N6i dung 1a gi?

DNN: Néi dung: “Mimi and her Mirror” 1 mét trong 3 cudn clia b6 trwdng thién tiéu
thuyét néi vé viéc sup db cltia Saigon va I6p nguoi Viét di dan dau tién: gidi trung lwu
clia xa hoi Viét Nam Cong Hoa (VNCH). Day la mét tiéu thuyét van chwong hién dai
dang nghia (modern literary fiction), di vao ndi tdm clia nhan vat chinh, khéng phai tiéu
thuyét thwong mai (genre fiction). Cudn th& nhat (“Séng Hwong”) néi vé thdi Phap
Thudc va cudc di tdn 1975, nhan vat chinh 1a con gai dau ldng ctia mot nha gido. Cudn
the hai (“Mimi”) néi vé ngudi em gai. Cubn thi ba (“Postcards”) , 18 ra viét vé ngwdi em
trai Ut nhwng toi lai viét vé ngwdi hang xém, mét thuyén nhan. Hinh nhw doc gia Viét
Nam chwa ai nhan ra réng bd ba tiéu thuyét ndy dwa trén mét gia dinh trung lwu cla
VNCH 2 géi, 1trai: "Vwong Quan la chit, nbi dong Nho gia. Péulong 2 & T Nga...”
Chu trinh viét: T6éi bat dau viét tridng thién nay nam 1995 khi dang lam luat sw cho
Mobil & A chau. Viét xong ban nhap dau tién cta “Séng Hwong” nam 1997; “Mimi va
Postcards” ndm 1999. Hoan thanh 3 cubn vao nam 2000 thi ti bj xe tai dung suyt chét.
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Sau d6 t6i tir chdi viéc lam & Texaco Chevron va di day luat; 3 cudn sach bé vao ta vi
viéc day hoc va bién khdo nganh luat thwong mai & dai hoc Denver rat nang né, doi hoi
khoang 50 gi®& mét tuan.

N&m 2003, tw nhién nha Xuét Ban Tw Luc Ravensyard goi dién thoai cho toi. Tl do,
“Séng Hwong” dwoc xuét ban. Bén 2009 thi Amazon Publishing, mét chi nhanh cla
Amazon Corporation, lwa Mimi tir mét cude thi van chwong ho td chire cung voi
Penguin. Khi biét cé 3 cudn, ho mua hét ca 3. Tl trwéc dén nay, t6i van chwa hé c6 dai
dién mai ban van chuwong (literary agent). Do duyén nghiép ma Ravensyard va Amazon
tim ra toi. Vi thé con dwong xuat ban sach cla t6i ¢ thé néi 1a hi hiru, trai véi thong &
binh thwdng.

4- HLC: c6 dén Hoa Ky nam 1975. Chét liéu ¢ |y tlr dau? Ca nhan minh va nhirng
ngwdi ddng canh ngd chung quanh?

DNN: Tl nhirng gi t6i trdi qua, biét, thay, va ap dung vao canh tri gid twéng cla tiéu
thuyét: mot phwong phap dung trong kich nghé goi 1a “sense memory recollection.” Vai
vi du: t6i dwa vao tiéu thuyét canh gia dinh t6i roi Viet Nam bang may bay van tai C130;
kinh nghiém ngoai di cta téi khi hanh nghé quéc té tryc thudc Chau A khoang thoi
gian My bé cAdm van; va kinh nghiém t6i 1am viéc trong nhirng tb hop luat sw 16n cta
Hoa Ky. Ngay ca bdi canh lich st ciing 1a kinh nghiém dai gia dinh cla téi, hai bén noi
ngoai. Thi du: cudc thanh trirng dia chi & Bac, cudc di cw 1954, hai cudc tham sat &
Hué (d6n Mang Ca -- phong trao Can Vwong v&i vua Ham Nghi —réi Tét Mau Than
1968), viéc hai vua Thanh Thai va Duy Tan bj lwu day... Cudc sbng dam bac (nhung tw
do va khéng déi khat) clia cdng chirc va gido chire cii & Saigon |, roi cudc tranh sbng &
My ma hoc van la ddng co va phuwong tién tién than, ciing chinh la cudc sdng cla toi
trwéc va sau 1975.

Hai thi du nira: dé biét canh thuyén nhan, dich than t6i da ra bién 2 1an, & Singapore va
Ma Lai, bang tau nhd, réi leo 1&n tau Ién dé& vao bo. Chuyén ham hiép phu niv hay tré
em vj thanh nién trong Postcards va Mimi tré thanh biéu twong cho cudc ham hiép van
héa ctia ca mot thé hé hay dan tdc: t6i cling hiéu thdm trang nay vi da tirng la luat sw
thién nguyén cho nhung phu nir va tré em bj bao hanh. (Day la ly do t6i quan tam dén
truyén ngén Bong Dé ctia D6 Hoang Diéu, mot biéu twong xuét hién ngay trong long
nwéc Viét Nam . Tuy nhién 16i hanh van hay cach dung biéu twong cla t6i vé dé tai
nhay cdm nay khac han c6 ta).

5-HLC: Nam 2005, cudn “Con gai ctia Séng Hwong” gay tiéng vang va dworng nhu gém
ca vai séng gié. “Mimi and her Miror” s& ¢ nhirng hiéu &ng twong tw trong cdng dong
Viét?

DNN: Téi khdng nghi thé. Cha téi nhdr Ravensyard glvi vai “review copies” cho mot it
bao chi Viét Nam ma 6ng la doc gia trung thanh. Oai am thay mét vai ngwoi Viét Nam
nhan co héi dé cong kich t6i, chi trich 16i chinh ta trong “review copies” va théa ma luén
nghé luat cta téi. Theo thdng I& cla gidi xuat ban Hoa Ky, “review copies” la sach nhap
dwoc glri cho gidi diém sach truéc khi stra ban kém.

Bong co chila long ty hiém va nhu cau gay tiéng vang trong cong ddng minh. Day la
van dé ma li, phi bang, va quay nhiéu ch khdng phai séng gi6 van chwong, ma ma ly
quay nhiéu thi phai dwa vao tdoa an. That ra hién twong nay thwdng cé mét trong nhirng
cong dong thiéu sb bj chan dong b&i nhirng bién cb lich st va xao tron xa hdi. Khéng
xtrng dang co chd dirng trong ky (e tap thé.

"Soéng Hwong" va “Postcards from Nam ” da dwoc cac gido sw cia VNCH ngay xwa dich
cho cong ddng ngudi Viét rdi. Téi chwa thy cé nhu ciu dich Mimi sang tiéng Viét. Mimi
la mot tiéu thuyét tam ly, van chwong (literary fiction), trong bdi canh lich st 1975. Mimi
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khong theo bat cir mot cong thirc nao. N6i dung, theo t6i, kha tao bao, doi héi viéc hiéu
tdm ly nhan vat va cach dung biéu twong.

6-HLC: Giao sw dai hoc Florida State va nha vén doat giai Pulitzer, Ong Robert Olen
Butler ndm 2010 nhan xét ring cd két hop tuyét voi gitra van chwong va luat hoc. Ong
ta noi vé tac phdm “Mimi and Her Mirror"?C6 c6 thé giai thich ré hon?

DNN: Butler cho rang day la cubn tiéu thuyét xirng dang dwoc doc. Con sw két hop
gitra van chwong va luat hoc la diéu 6ng néi vé tw duy va tién trinh nghé& nghiép cla toi:
vlra lam luat sw vira viét van.

7-HLC: Buoc biét co wa thich cac tac gia Graham Greene, Albert Camus, Pat Conroy,
Isabelle Allende, Vladimir Nabokov. Cac tac gid nay anh hwéng thé nao dén céac tac
pham clia ¢d nhét 1a cudn “Mimi and Her Mirror?

DNN: Tinh nhan ban va tai nang cta ho la dong lwc va khuén thwédc cho toi viét. Dac
biét triét Iy nhan ban ctia Albert Camus; nghé thuat viét chinh trj rat “wry” (chua chat ma
hirng hd) clia Graham Greene; kha nang viét nhw vé tranh vira twong hinh vira siéu
hinh cta Isabelle Allende; cach trinh bay qua strc xtc tich nhivng cau chuyén khé ké
nhat ctia Pat Conroy. Téi van con mong dwoc dem hét nhirng diéu nay vao chu trinh
viét lach ctia minh. Ba cuén tiéu thuyét da xuat ban chi la bwéc dau, gitp toi trd mén no
van hoa vai lich st Viét Nam . Nghlep van chwong: toi cho la “Con Bwong Thién Ly.”
Trong Mimi, t6i hy vong déc g|a sé& tim thay cach mé ta goi hinh vé nhirng béng ma cua
qua khir, mét chut chua chat ve lich st va chinh tri, nhirng tham thwong kho néi vé
nhirng ndi khd tam phai vui 1ap, va mét chat gi cla triét Iy nhan ban.

8-HLC: Tbi td mo rat mudn biét cd doc cai gi va anh hwédng cai gi tir Vladimir Nabokov?
DNN: Téi da tra 1o van dé nay, dang trong sach dich Postcards from Nam, do Van Mai
xuét ban. T6i than phuc Nabokov vi 6ng viét van 3 thi tiéng: Anh, Phép, Nga. Van
chwong cta éng vira bi thdm vira khoi hai. Sy ti mi vé chi tiét thi tuyét v&i, va éng hoan
toan dirng ngoai cai goi la dao dirc. Diéu nay t6i khdng chap nhan duoc: toi khdng thé
viét mot cach phi dao dirc nhuw 6ng.

Séng Huong” cla t6i gibng Lolita ciia Nabokov & diém trong tiéu thuyét c6 mét tinh yéu
trai cAm. Nhwng tinh yéu trong Séng Huong” la tinh yéu dich thwe, dwoc thdng hoa
thanh soi gidy gan bé gitra hai van héa trai nguoc, qua dong lich s, con Lolita theo toi
chi 1a am anh t6i 16i (obsession) vi cé sw chiém doat va hly hoai ngudi minh yéu.

Téi hy vong trong Mimi, doc gia sé thay sw ti mi clia nghé thuat mé ta, trong bi tham
ciing ¢6 nhirng diém khéi hai thu vi, cling nhw van dé dao dirc, dwoc biéu twong khéng
nhirng qua cac nhan vat anh hung, ma con qua nhan vat "phan dién." Nghé thuat viét
van goi do la "hero" va "anti-hero."

9-HLC: BuUt phap nao thwong dwgc str dung cho “Con gai ciia sbng Hwong” va “Mimi
and her Miror”?

DNN: tai viét theo v thirc nén khdng chu trong but phap. Goi la cach ké truyén thi dang
hon. V&i "Séng Hwong,” toi viét nhw ké lai mét cudn phim, nhwng khong di "dwéi da"
nhan vat vé tam ly, ma trai lai, t6i dwa trén ky (rc clia nhan vat. Séng Hwong la sw két
hop gitra 3 hdi ky cla 3 nhan vat niv: ba cd, me, va con gai. Con ba ngoai thi ludn ludn
c6 mat, nhwng khong viét hdi ky. Tam trang cGia nhan vat ba ngoai dwoc dién ta qua hoi
ky cua 3 nhan vat kia.

Vé&i “Mimi,” tdi viét bang cach di sau dwdi da nhan vat. Ciing ¢6 “héi twdng vé quéa khir,”
nhwng khéng dwa trén nhat ky ctia nhan vat.
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10-HLC: Dwoc biét co6 wa thich nha van Khai Hwng. Téi rat tha vi khi thdy c6 nhan xét
rat tinh té khi néi rang doc Khai Hung, c6 lién twdng dén Beethoven. Bao gidr cb bét tay
vao viéc dich mét truyén ngén clia Khai Hwng va doé sé la truyén gi? Ngoai Khai Hwng,
c6 c6 nghi rang can gidi thiéu cho thé gidi biét nhiéu hon vé van chuwong Viét Nam qua
ban dich clia cd6? Va néu vay co6 sé wu tién dich nhivng tac gid nao?

DNN: T6i khdng chi yéu thich Khai Hwng (KH). Tbéi xa x6t cho 6ng nhw xa x6t cho
chinh minh va cho nwéc Viét Nam . Van chwong ctia KH khong cé tinh tram,

trang trong, bao quat nhw Beethoven (dich chi¥ dark, grand, panoramic), nhwng ca 2 dbi
v&i toi déu la nha cach mang tw twdng va nghé si lang man — ho dwa chung ta di vao
nhirng gidc mo tuyét dbi.

Néu co dip, tdi sé dich “Anh Phai Séng” (Khai Hwng viét chung véi Nhat Linh). Mbi [an
nghi dén Béc Viét, tdi ludbn mudn hoi, "Dé Yén Phu & dau?" Bé Yén Phu la noi “thang
Bo, Cai Nhén, Cai Bé, Khdng Anh Phai Séng." “Anh phai sbng,” chi 3 chir, 13 tat ca triét
ly ctia d&i ngudi, thé nhwng, ngudi phu niv da chon cai chét mot minh thay vi chét ca
déi, vi “Bo, Nhén, va Bé” — cling 3 chir — con ngwoi sinh ra dé biét bo, Ion 1én, rdi bé lai,
va me hy sinh cho con tirc la bao vé sy truwdng tén clia nhan loai.

Chéc chj Lan Chi s& ngac nhién, nhung toi cung sé dich “Ong Do B&," loai sach Hong
ma Khai Hung viét cho con nit -- giac mong clua KH, va glac mong cua toi!

Chéc chan t6i cling sé phai dich “Tréng Mai”, biéu twong cua tinh yéu, cai dep, bo bién
Viét Nam hinh ch@ S, va cuéc cach mang san bang giai cap trong tinh yéu doi Itra.
Ngoai Khai Hwng, chac téi sé chon méi tac gia sau day mét truyén ngan ma téi wa
thich: Thach Lam, Thé L, Lan Khai, Trung Dwong, Nguyén Manh Cén, Nguyén Méng
Giac, Doan Quéc S§. Tai ciling sé wu tién cho mét truyén ngan rat khé dich va co 18 it
nguwoi biét “Nhirng Ngay Can Siva” ctia Minh Quan.

9-HLC: Vang, xin chia sé v&i co vé suy nghi “ Méi 1an nght dén Béc Viét 1a tw hoi la bé
Yén Phu & dau”. Téi cling thé. “D6i ban” clia Nhat Linh da dé trong t6i mot xa hoi, mot
phong canh va mét van hoéa rat d&c trwng Bac Viét va khién t6i, mot cd gai Bac roi qué
hwong tlr 1954, di cw vao Nam, luén hoai niém vé mét ving déat cta giong ho.

Tam nguwng dé tai van chwong & day. Hoc luat, nir thdm phan nguoi Viét dau tién va
bay gi®& nir van si Viét dau tién chiém giai Hoa Ky ma van con viét duoc tiéng Viét. Co
con dam mé trong lanh vwc hdi hoa. Co tha vij véi cai ma cd goi la “Art in Frugality”. Vi
nhirng gi ¢ trong tay luc d6, tir but chi, bat mwc dén son méng tay, son méi, ¢ phac
hoa trong 20 phut va chi danh 40 phut con lai d& hoan chinh birc hoa. Téi tw hdi nhw vay
la “sang tao tuy hirng” hay “sang tao theo ly tri"? Vi sao ¢ tw dat cho minh mét ky luat
nhw vay?

DNN: B¢ la "sang tao bdc df“)hg" vi khéng con s Iwa chon nao khac. Ky luat thoi gian
ma thoi, chir khdng phai 1a ky luat clia viéc tao hinh. Téi khéng cé diém phuc dwoc hoc
vé dén noi dén chén. Ly do: t6i chon nghé luat dé sinh nhai, trong giai doan cdng dong
nguoi Viét con phdi thai, it nguwoi hoc luat, lai “bi” cac td hop luat ctia My thudc loai
“mega" chiéu cd, t6i ludn ludn phai lam viéc qua nhiéu gid trong nganh luat, khdng thé
theo dudi nghé thuat nhw minh mong mudn. Bat budc t6i phai hoan thanh hoa pham
trong vong mot tleng -- céi gi hién ra trén mat phang la cai gi toi mubn noi bang vo thire.
Néu ti mi vé nhiéu gid, tirc 1a tdi v& nhiéu birc nhd, méi birc khodng 1 tiéng, réi hop lai
thanh mét birc I&n. T6i goi viéc vé v&i cla minh la "sang tao thé so” (Raw Art, khong
theo truwéng phai nao cd), "sang tao theo ngdu hing" (inspirational) va "sang tao theo vé
thirc" (subconscious painting). No6i chung la sang tao ctia ngwoi khdng hoc vé.

10-HLC: C6 da ép luat phai chung song v&i van chuong trong tac pham cda minh. Thé

con hoi hoa? Cach chung song trong van chwong cda hdi hoa “ made in Nicole” mang
sac thai gi?
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DNN: Tbi da giai thich & trén. Xin néi thém nhw sau:

Luat va van chwong: Toi luén ludn céng nhan dé 1a hai thai cwe. (Xin doc bai nghi luén
cla téi vé van dé nay dang trong tap chi ctia dai hoc California/Los Angeles: vé phuong
dién sang tao, t6i khéng déng y vé&i luat gia-tw twdng gia-thdm phan Richard Posner
trong gidi tri thiee My. Ong ta chi trwong luat, van chwong, va kinh té c6 thé lien két voi
nhau -- ca 3 bé mon cé thé nhap mot!

V& va viét: Trailai, hdi hoa va van chwong thi rat dé gap nhau. Toi két hop hai bdo mén
nay trong Postcards from Nam, béi canh di dan va thuy&n nhan. Van chwong va hoi hoa
chi la hai con dwdng de con nguwdi di tim cai dep.

Van chwong chung séng véi hdi hoa a la Chez Nicole: tdi viét van y hét nhw vé tranh
hay lam phim: c6 lic phac hoa, co6 luc cling ti mi. Téi di theo "stream of consciousness"
(lubng y thirc théi thic bang vé thirc), vit thé tiéu thuyét cia téi khong ké theo thi gian
tinh, va cé thékhé doc cho moét sé doc gia.

11- HLC: T van chwong réi hdi hoa, Cd ¢é nghi twong lai minh sé c6 nhivtng dam mé
ma&i dé tir d6 kham pha méi va hy vong thanh céng méi hay khong?

DNN: Té6i mudn dwgc nan twong, 1am dd gdém, 1am phim, kién tao san khéu, kién tao
cac v diéu, va vé kiéu ao, trang tri nha ctra va cdm hoa, van van. Doc gia cé thé khong
biét, nhng dam mé I6n nhét clia t6i, theo sat toi song song v&i ngoi bt tyw hoi tam be,

la am nhac. Néu toi dé tinh vé hoi hoa — gi ciing dwoc (anything goes), thi nguoc lai, toi
vo cuing kho tinh vé am nhac. Néu troi thwong, t6i mudn di tir van chuong dén san khau
va nhac kich. Ngoai am nhac va viét, thi téi thich lap luan, ttrc la thich trao doi guan diém
va déi chiéu tw tuwdng.

12- HLC: Boc gid nao khong biét chir viing DC c6 thé biét. Ong Pham Ba Vinh, ch
nhiém Séng Than & DC c6 néi rang C6 mac 4o t& than va hat trong mot budi nhac cla
cu Nguyén Tuc, rat hay. Ca nhan tdi da c6 dip nghe c6 hat nhac ngoai quéc trong mot
sinh nhat cia Cé Thom. Giong hoi khan, rat dat tiéu chuan cho mét dong nhac ngoai.
Nhuwng cd 1é tam ngwng hoi hoa va cac b mon nghé thuat tai day. Quan sat Duong
Nhw Nguyén, t6i nght rang c6 vé nhw c6 dwoc thugng dé wu dai va gap kha nhiéu may
man, cb co thay vay khong'7 DBep, hoc gidi, théng minh, thong thao Anh Viét dé co tac
pham van chuong trong ca hai ngon nglr. Vi sy wu dai cta thugng dé, co da lam gi dé
duy tri va phat trién nhirng tai ndng bam sinh, nhirng vén trovi cho? Cu thé ‘hon, nhan
sac 4y trang strc gi cho doi, van chuong 4y néi gi cho doi, kién thirc luat dy ctu vot gi
cho ddi va hoi hoa 4y t6 diém gi cho doi?

DNN: Téi khéng cdm thdy minh may man vi “dep hoc gidi théng minh.” Con vé “théng
thao Anh Viét” thi phai hoc rdi phai hanh. Cai may man ddc nhét 14 t6i khéng phai vuot
bién sau 1975. Sy kém may man thi rat nhiéu , dac biét Ia bi ngwdi chung quanh hai vi
ganh ty chang han. Hon nira, sinh ra lam dan ba va phai song gilra hai dong van hoa,
bwéc dau 1975 khong ai dan dat, chwa han l1a mét may man. Nguoi may man duwoc troi
dai ngo la nguoi “khong dep, khong hoc gidi, khong thdng minh” ma van thanh cong va
sung swéng, c6 dwoc tat ca nhirng gi xa hoi ao wéc. Ngbi mat ma an bat vang” thi qua
thwe 1a may mén troi cho.

V& nhitng van dé chj Lan Chi da sau sac néu lén:

Nhan s3c: Ai dep hon Thay Kiéu? Thdm Thay Hang? Ava Gardner? Marilyn Monroe?
Chuyeén gi xay ra cho ho? S&c dep la phu du. Thi du: ndm 2000, bj xe van tai dung, toi bi
thwong & mat. Nhw dwoc on trén bao vé, mat toi khdng bi tan pha du cé chan thwong.
O tudi nay, t6i cong nhan: Sac dep phai tr trong toat ra ngoai. Mén trang strc chinh 14
ganh nang.

Thoéng minh va tai nang xuat ching, dac biét hon nguei: Chuyén gi da xay ra cho Cao
Ba Quét, Nguyén Trai, H6 Xuan Hwong, va ngay ca Nguyén Du cla ching ta?

70



Nguyen Du sbng doi quyen quy, nhwng t6i cho rdng dinh ménh cla éng ciing thdm
khéc: mét rung chuyen vé y thirc hé, ké si va than phan nhuoc tiéu trong nhirng chuyén
di st qua Tau, va ndi cd don ma éng da phai ganh chiu. “Bat tri tam bach dw nién hau,
thién ha ha nhan khap T6 Nhu?”

Ta&i xin dan chirng thém mot cau niva 14y tir mot cudn phim ctia Hollywood , néi béi niy
tai tr Susan Sarandon: “The world is made for people who aren't cursed with self-
awareness.” Thé gi¢i ndy danh cho nhirng ngwdi khéng phai chiu 1o nguyén cla tri
thire. (Tri khéng c6 d&u sic, cé nghia la “biét”).

13-HLC: Vang, c¢6 nghia |la nhan s&c d6i khi |a tai hoa va chi tai lién véi chir tai mot van.
Tuy thé, tdi nghi rang c6 van con “ng” téi hai cau hdi. No' vi van chwong cla cd, da noéi
gi cho nguwoi phu nir VN, da co “giai thoat” cho ho mét vai gidy tréi nao khéng? Kién
thire luat da ting gitp cho phu ni¥ VN dwoc nhirng gi va hoi hoa véi sang tao bdc déng
da 1am “mém” 1dng ai chwa?

DNN: Cau hdi tuyét voi. Van dé can dwoc dat ra cho nhivng nhan vat néi tiéng khac
cta Viét Nam vi ho da tirng duwoc quan chang Viét Nam tén sung!

Quan niém cua t6i: viéc do lwdng dnh huwdng clia mdt ca nhan trén tap thé, lai 1a mot
con duwong thién ly thie hai! Co khi da chét réi, sw do lwéng van chwa nga ngl. Day la
cwu mang cla tat ca ching ta. Téi mudn néi dén mot tir tiéng Anh, 13y tir tiéng Phap, goi
la “Noblesse Oblige.” Tam dich ra tiéng Viét 1a “nghia vu.” Trong mét bai dién thuyét cho
hoc sinh tht khoa va a khoa cac trwdng trung hoc & Texas , tdi da gidi nghia tir nay
bang cach ké lai cau chuyén ma cha téi ludn ké cho cac con nghe: chuyén con voi ctia
Pwrc Tran Hung Dao. Sé& nhéc lai & dip khac.

O day toi phai tra 161 chi Lan Chi mét cach cu thé:

1) Nhan séc: C6 thé dem phuc vu tha nhan. Dién hinh 1a Huyén Tran Coéng Chua. Nhan
sac ciing c6 thé lam phu ni» 4m than va tao céng danh (trwdng hop cla tai tir Pia
Zadora chang han. Ngay ca con nguwdi tai nang Georgia O’Keefe ciing da phé trwong
cai nhan sac rat dac biét cia minh qua éng kinh ctia nguoi ban doi.) Cé thé vi toi qua
doc lap, cho nén tiy trudc dén gidy, tdi chwa hé muén di theo thong 1& & MY, 1y tén mot
ngwoi dan dng lam tén minh. Trwdc sau, & dong chinh téi van Ia “Ms. Duong” Iic nao
cling phai tranh séng. Nhan sac, néu cé, cé thé da gip t6i gap mot sé nguwoi rat dac
biét, nhwng néi chung, nhan s&c la ... vd tich s, chi lam tén thi gi®, ton tién bao dwéng
va an dién ma thaoi!

2) Tw twdng: Trong luan an & Harvard, “Phu ni Viét Nam : chién si va thi si.” ti néu
lén 8 yéu tb rui ro khi phai déi dién véi van dé nir quyén & Viét Nam trong dau thap nién
1990 — dworc gidi han 1am vé luat & My coi 1a “seminal” (chinh yéu, ndi bat). T luc do
cho dén bay gi®, co tac dung gi khéng & nwdc Viet Nam ? Thwa khéng. Tuy nhién toi
hy vong réng, luan &n sé& la niém an Gi cho bat c& phu ni¥ Viét Nam nao phai chiu dwng
bat cong x& hdi, vi sw chién dau véi hoan canh phai bat dau bang y chi tu dwéng tinh
than: Y thire ring tat ca ching ta déu co thé tré thanh chién si va thi si: t Trung
Vwong cho dén H6 Xuan Huong, ca hai déu tré thanh bat ta!

Tw d6, trong sudt hon thap nién trong nghé khoa bang, 8 tap nghi luén cua toi dwoc
dang tai trong dong chinh: tir viéc khai thac dau khi quoc té, cho dén cudc tranh chép
chu quyén quoc gia & dao va bién Déng, qua dén van dé codng nghé hoa va vi tinh hoa
cac nwéc cham tién trong ky nguyén toan cau cho thé ky 21 bang théng minh nhan

tao (artificial intelligence). Tdng cong khodng 3000 footnotes cho 8 tap. Nhirng cai d6 cé
tac dong gi khéng trén cac chinh tri gia lam chinh sach? Téi nghi la khdng. Thé ma toi
van tiép tuc lam cong viéc “gieo ma nay du ¢ vé hwu sém. Lai mot con dwdng thién ly
thar 3.
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3) Gido duc: Trong hon 11 ndm day hoc, cac sinh vién (nam c6 ni¥ cé, den, trang,
vang, du sac, tim dén t6i nhw mét nguoi hwéng dan (mentor), va mot s6 doan thé cong
ddng Viét Nam hay dwa cho t6i viéc doc dién van (keynote speaker). Thé nhung, tat ca
cac sinh vién ngheo, kém kha nang tiéng Anh & Viét Nam, rat nhiéu em xanh xao 6m
yéu tlr déng qué 1én tinh, khong bao gi® c6 co hdi du hoc tai My: t6i bo tay khéng giup
duwoc cac em. Tiéng ndi, I&i gidng bai cla t6i cling chdng dén dwoc tat cd cac em mot
cach hiru hiéu va truc tiép.
4) Nghé luat: Tir 1986, bat dau ngay luc mdi ra truwéng, t6i da bao chiva mot sb cac vu
an thién nguyén khong 14y thu lao, ma phi tén tbng cdng Ién ca tram ngan My
Kim (nhiéu vu &n). Thi du: t& hop Wilmer Cutler (bay gic‘y la Wilmer Hale), & Washington
, D.C. da dai tho cho tdi cdi mién phi cho nguwdi con ctia mét cwu quan nhan VNCH. Tuy
the t6i chwa hé mé van phong phuc vu cho ngwoi Viét de kiém sbng trong cong déng
nguoi Viet. Cing chwa hé phd bién trwdc cdng ching vé nhirng coéng trinh va cac vu an
thién nguyén nay.

N&m t6i 1am thadm phan, xay ra vu mét sinh vién y khoa Viét Nam bj giét chét vi t& chirc
skinhead. Néu vu nay da xt& va ké pham tdi da phai dén tdi, nhw moét “hate crime,” thi
qua cudc phdng van nay, 20 ndm sau, tdi xin nh& Bao But Tre va blog Hoang Lan Chi
chinh thirc gl 1oi téi xin 16i dén ngwdi me cla sinh vién bi danh chét. Luc 8y, vi chire
vu thdm phan, t6i khéng thé can thiép vao vu an, va téi da phai bé tay I&ng yén dirng
ngoai néi dau khd va tiéng kéu thwong clia ba.

T6i da noi thang véi dong nghiép trong nghe luat: xin dirng vi sy hién dién cla tong
thong Obama trong tdéa Bach Oc ma nghi rang viéc Ky thi chung toc da hét & dat nuwéc
nay. Hién nay, cé mét gia dinh Viét Nam & mét thanh phd xa x6i khéng thudc vé tha
phl clia nguwdi ty nan Viét Nam, da 1én tiéng xin sw Gng hd clia cong ddng vi ho la nan
nhan ky thi chiing téc. Toi da ndi chuyén nay voi mét s6 doan thé thién nguyén A Chau,
ké ca t6 chirc 80-20 (sang lap bdi nguoi A bong dau tién d&c cr chirc vu Pho Théng
Péc tiéu bang Delaware). Khong t6 chirc ndo mudn gilp gia dinh Viét Nam nay. Toi van
con tiép tuc cd gang tim. RAt budn ma phal ndi v&i chi Lan Chi, rang da 40 nam qua,
cong dong Viét Nam van chwa co mét co so toan quéc (national) voi ngan sach dé
chdng ta bénh vuc I&an nhau vé mat luat phap (legal defense fund), nhét 12 vé ky thi
chding téc hay vi pham nhan quyén.

5) Néi qua dia hat van chwong: Nhirng nhan xét ctia doc gid vé 3 cudn sach cda toi trén
amazon.com cho thay déc gia My cé thay ddi cach nhin vé Viét Nam va ngudi di dan, va
c6 hiéu dworc tiéng ndi clia nhan vat va tac gid. Tuy nhién, nhirng dinh kién, nhirng sai
lam vé di kién, nhivng xuyén tac, ac y, bé quén hay bop méo lich siv, van day day...

6) Viéc vé voi cla tdi c6 dnh hwdng dén ai khéng? Tai khdng rd vi chua bao gid co
diém phuic dwoc trién 1am, du rang c6 dem tranh di cho cong tac xa hoi. Vai lan t6i dién
thuyét trwéc cong ching vé L’Art Brut, déu cé ngwdi mudn mua tranh, nhuwng tdi chwa
béan, thi nhirtng ngwdi mubn mua tranh da... bién mat! Tuy nhién, tdi cdm nhan rang
kiéu vé “sang tao béc déng” cla t6i gan giii v&i nhirng phu ni binh thwéng, bat ké mau
da. Thi du: cé6 mét bire téi vé nguwdi phu nlr tap hat ma khéng hat dwgc vi da bi chan
ngay cb hong b&i mét canh hoa uéat kim hwong mém mai, mang véc dang ciia moét nang
vl nir ty hon....t6i dat tén bulre tranh nay la “Diva and her tulip dancer...” Hai phu nlr, mét
nguwoi chan hong nguwoi kia? Hay la 2 hinh thai khac nhau trong cung mét phy niv: mét
xung dét ndi tam? Blrc tranh nay, khi téi chiéu bang powerpoint, da lam mét phu ni da
den trong cl toa v cung xdc dong. Nhwng rdi ba ta ciing...bién mat!
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13-HLC: T6i xin ghi nhan cau néi ctia ¢6 “ 40 ndm qua, cdng déng van chwa cé mot co
s& toan quéc dé bénh virc ddng hwong vé mat luat phap, nhat I 1anh v ky thi va dinh
kién”. Hy vong bai tam tinh nay sé dén tai cac vi luat sw Viét khac va ...biét dau? Toi
nghi 1a minh c6 quyén hy vong! Téi rat tha vi khi dwoc biét ¢ c6 vé chi tam 1anh vyc
giai trtr nan budn ngui. Cé da lam nhirng gi trong lanh viwrc nay? Va con chwong trinh
hoc béng Fulbright?

DNN: 1) Té trang budn nguwdi: Nam 2005, sau khi gioi truyén théng ctia My da canh
tinh chung ta vé cac nha chira & Cambodia va tré em Viét Nam . t6i cling nhw bao
nguwoi khac da cam phan va rung dong. O dai hoc Denver , t6i mdt minh lam cbng tac
nghién ctru luat qudc té vé té trang budn ngudi. Nam 2008, t6i 1én Hoa Thinh Bbn dé
dién thuyét cho sinh vién thuc tap vé van dé ndy. Mai dén ndm 2010, dai hoc Seattle tim
dén t6i va xin phép dwoc dang két qua ctia cong trinh nghién ciru. Qua ndm 2011, bai,
“Cau chuyén thuwong tam cia Déng Nam A,” dwoc dang & Seattle Journal for Social
Justice, co tAt ca 183 footnotes. Seattle c6 dwa Ién mang lwéi va quy vi co thé
“download.” Téi dwa ra 13 thir thach, 1 d& nghi vé xa hoi, va 8 dé nghi vé luat phap,
trong d6 cé muc tiéu néi rong chi thuyét * ‘trach nhiém cua chinh phu” (state
responsibility doctrine) trong cong phap quéc té (public international law). Muén thuc
hién dwoc chu thuyét nay dé chéng nan buén ngwdi xuyén quoc gia, can sy ap dung
ctia thAm phan lién bang Hoa Ky trong cac vu an lién quan dén dao luat “Alien Tort
Claims Act” ciia My, va sy thanh hinh cac co ciu luat phap xuyén québc gia, xuyén chinh
pht, goi la “international criminal tribunals.”

2) Chuwong trinh Fulbright: Bay la chwong trinh gido duc qudc té ndi tiéng, 14y ngan
sach tr Qudc Hoi, qua Bd Ngoai Giao va cac toa Dai S My. Téi chi la phan to thi
hanh. Co 2 co ché trong Fulbright: co' ché hoc béng cho sinh vién, va co ché hoc gia —
O ngoai vao My la dé tu nghiép, nhwng tr My buwdc ra la cac hoc gia hay chuyén gia
xuét sac duoc tuyen chon dé giang day, nghién ctru, va truyen ba van héa Hoa Ky. Toi
thudc vé co ché hoc gia, giang day luat kinh doanh va hién phap My bang tiéng Anh,
bao gdm luédn mét coéng trinh nghién ciru han 1am goi |a “Law and Society.” T6i cho réng
muc tiéu cha Fulbright 1 van dung gido duc dé thay dbi bé mat thé gi¢i cling nhw cai
nhin vé nwéc My. Fulbright d& dwoc dwa vao VNCH truwéc 1975, va chinh cha to6i la mot
trong nhirng hoc gia Fulbright d3u tién cha Viét Nam dwoc ngudi My dwa qua day tu
nghiép. Theo tdi, chuwong trinh Fulbright tiéu biéu cho mét phan chinh sach déi ngoai
ctia Hoa Ky dbi vai Viét Nam ngay hém nay.

14-HLC: Trwéc khi tam biét xin cho biét ké hoach 5 ndm, 10 ndm sap t&i ctia c6?
DNN: T6i cé nhac dén so so rdi. Nhirng céi gi chwa lam ma muédn lam thi s& phai cb
gang lam trwée khi gia 1do. Con dwoc hay khong la chuyén khac. Téi nhéc lai, nhirng
con duwdng thién ly... Néu chi Lan Chi doi héi chi tiét ké hoach twong lai, toi xin tra 1oi
gian tiép:
Nha kinh t& John Maynard Keynes da thét Ién cau bat hi: “Trong dai han, tat ca ching
ta déu sé chét.” Tw twdng gia Benjamin Franklin thi ni theo kiéu My rat v 1a thyc té:
“Trén doi nay chi c6 hai viéc chdc chdn: déng thué, va chét.” Albert Camus thi dam
chiéu: “Céch cbng hién that hao hiép cho tuong lai la céng hién tat ca cho hién tai.”
(Cau nay kho dich; téi xin viét nguyén tac: “La véritable générosité envers 'avenir
consiste a tout donner au present!”).
Chuc blog Hoang Lan Chi luén luén nhw déa hoa lan quy téa huwong duéi ndng &4m.

HLC: Xin cdm on c¢d Dwong Nhw Nguyén. Ong Nguy&n Ngoc Anh, Cwu Cha Tich cong
déng NVQG Arizona dé viét cho t6i nhw sau trong nhirng thw tiv c4 nhan qua mail : “ Cé
ta (DNN) Ia vién ngoc quy, can duoc kham pha (hay ding hon, cén tao co héi cho nguoi
khéc kham pha.) Tw cach. Tham thuy. C6 tinh tw dén téc. C6 chiéu séu triét hoc. Anh
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khong dung chir 'khén kheo' vi n6 thuong dong nghia voi khong chan théat, nhung cé ta
la nguoi biét céch tré 1oi dé 16i kéo déc gia vé véi suy nghi cia minh.”

T&i nghi, t6i @ phan nao hoan thanh nhiém vu. Bai tam tinh nay |a co hoi tdi giri Dwong
Nhw Nguyén dén véi moi ngudi. Trwdce toi da cé Lwu Nguyén Dat, Nguyén Xuan Hoang,
Viét Bang nhwng cai cach mét phu nir dén véi mot phu nik nhuw t6i dén véi co, cd 18 toi la
ngwoi dau tién? Con dwdng thién Iy cé ngan hon ching khi cé ngwdi kham pha hay
ddng hanh?

Xin tam biét va hen mét tam tinh khac.

Hoang Lan Chi thuc hién 2012

Than phan, dinh ménh va truyén thdng
trong con gai cua séng Hwong
Lwu Nguyén Dat

Trwée khi di sdu vao hinh thire va ndi dung Con Gai cia Séng Huong (CGCSH),[1] vén
la ban Viét nglr ctia nguyén tacDaughters Of The River Hu’o’ng [2] chung ta nén ghi
nhan réng tac pham nay la “mét san pham twdng twong cua tac gia. Moi trung hop
ngoai doi déu hoan toan ngoai y mudn ctia ngudi viét.”[3] Lap trwong do nhéc téi hai
viéc: (a) phan biét cac nhan vat trong truyén v&i cac nhan vat hién hiru ngoai doi, va (b)
ddng thoi phan biét cac tAc nhan do véi tac gla du c6 phan nao tring hop vé tén tudi,
ho&c lién hé x& hoi.[4] Tac gia cua cbt truyén vé gai giang hd, ké bao dam, tay twéng
cwdp, ngwdi anh hiing van chi la con nguoi binh thwdng, khéng may nho bén, t4o bao,
khaing khiép, hoac ciing khéng dang kinh trong, tén the chi vi ho da dem nhirng nhan
vat dé, nhirng tw duy, hanh déng dé vao tac phém ctia ho. Néu nhirng tac nhan nay
duoc ta linh déng, “nhw that”, la do tai sang tao cla tac gia, chr khdng phai la vi “ho
glong tac gia”, hodc tac giad phai “tirng séng nhuw vay” méi thu hiéu dwoc hoan canh
cla cac nhan vat trong truyén. Trong nhirng trwdng hop twong tw, sang tac, viét lach
cung nhw di&n xuét, déu la nhirng trang thai tao dwng, thuwc hién nhirng gi tac gia linh
cam, nhan xét va héi nhap chung quanh minh. Tac gia lGc d6 chi la nguoi két giao sw
that ngoai doi véi hw cau trong tac pham

Sang tao Phéat xuét tr Ao Uéc Bu dap Hién Hivu

Déi khi séng tac con phat xuat tir ao wérc bu dap cudc doi, dwsi hinh thire thang hoa
nép sbéng hodc thuwc hién cai khong hién hiru: ndi 1én sw thiét tha ctia tinh yéu hoac ta
tdo bao vé khodi lac thé xac ciing chi vi hwéng thu tinh yéu, du la tinh than hay thé xac
déu khong phai 1a viéc thdng thwong, sdn c6. Nhw vay, sang tac chi la cach bu dap lai
cdi vang voi, bat toai trong cudc d&i ma thdi. Néu tat ca |a toan hao, 1a toan my, toan
thién, thi ching ta khéng can t&i van hoc nghé thuat, t&i sang tao, ma chi can tran trong
tiép nhan va thu hwéng nhirng ddc an d6. Thién Bwdng va c6i Niét Ban chac khéng hé
c6 van hoc nghé thuat, hodc khéng can ngwdi lam van hoc nghé thuat, vi cha con gi
thdy can dé ca tung, dé tiéc nhe, & dam mé. Chi trén cdi tran gian nay, trén manh dat
loai nguoi, trén khong gian va thdi gian ctia d6 v&, mat mat, that vong, dau dén méi can
t&i sdng tao, ma&i can bu dap bang trao lwe van hoc nghé thuat.

D6 ciing la y nghiia va ctru canh clia tac phdm Con Gai Cua Séng Huong cia Uyen
Nicole Duong (tén that Dwong Nhuw Nguyén). O day, tac gia mét lic phai dwong dau
v&i hai str mang: sang tao va xac dinh y nghia cudc séng qua ba tin hiéu:[5] than phén,
dinh ménh va truyén théng, an du trong tac pham. Doc gid nén doc song song ca hai
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ban tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét dé tim hiéu dung y tac gia, vi cach doc dbi chiéu, lién
ban/lién th4o[6] rat ly tha va hiru ich trong viéc kiém nhan tin hiéu. Ddng thoi doc gia
cling c6 thé dat lai van dé trao ddi, trén can ban ddi thoai “pha cach bd sung”,[7] dé tiép
tay v&i tac gia. Theo quan niém ci m&, chiing ta c6 thé can clr vao nhan dinh cla
Michel Foucault [8] dé cho réng khi sang tac xong, tac gia chét di (trong phép an du) dé
doc gia dwoc ra doi (cdng te cai an du trén). Roland Barthes ciing tuyén bd  trong tw
nhw vay khi ong dé cap tdi van dé nay trong “La mort de l'auteur”. [9] Y muén néi la tac
gia khong con “hién dién” trong tac pham niva, dé dat thém diéu kién (yéu) sach, doi hoi
ngudi chiéu cb phai hiéu nhw thé nay, thé no. Do d6, doc gia toan quyén tim hiéu, nhan
dinh va phan doan tac pham trao gl theo s& trwéng, kién thirc va trach nhiém riéng tw
cua tirng ngwdi. Néu tac gid sang tao tac pham, thi doc gia “tai tao tac pham do”.
Trwdc hét, tén tac phdm rat tiéu biéu, virtng chac. Cai dic diém cua “danh chinh ngén
thuan” trong truyén théng Viét Nam (cach xwng hé, gidi thiéu tén nguei, dia danh déu co
co s& mach lac, y nghia tham thay) da dwoc glri gdm ngay trong tén tac

ph&dm Daughters of the River Huong: tac gia da chan chinh dung tén tw “River Huong”
cho dong Séng, thay vi ghi thanh tén dich ra tiéng Anh Ia “Perfume River’. Nhw vay
Séng Hwong da hién dién dang cung cach, tén tudi, day da nhiém méau dé chuyén ché
qua thoi gian va khéng gian than phan, dinh ménh va truyén théng ctia nhirng con
nguoi dwoc chon lwa ddm nhan cudc sdng trén manh dat 1an can, tir nhirng coi nguén
xa xam.

Than phan nguwéi & day dwoc trao cho than niv lam dai dién nhan cach,[10] vira nhe
nhang tham sau, vira quyét liét khi phai dwong dau véi sinh tir. CO 1& ngwdi dan ba gan
gli nhat v&i cai séng va céi chét, khi sinh d&, nuéi dwéng dan con, nén bam sinh quyét
liét v&i sinh ton, véi 18 sbng. Hon mét 1an trong truyén, ngudi dan ba da dam nhan hién
twong sinh va tr nhw mot ddc quyén bat kha xam pham, bat kha twéc doat.

Con Gai ctia S6ng Huong |a truyén doi ctia mot cung phi, tiép ndi béi doi ctia cac hau
dué, gdm tat ca bdn thé hé. Nhirng nhan vat chinh thudc thé hé thir nhat, Huyén Phi;
thé hé thir hai, Nam Tran Céng Chla Qué Hwong va ngwdi em géi song sinh, Nam Binh
Coéng Chaa Sam Huong; thé hé thir ba, My Swong; va thé hé thd tw, My Uyén khong
nhirng c6 lién hé mau ma véi mét dai quy tdc thudc Triéu Dinh ho Nguyén, ma con co
nhirng méc ndi song hanh véi xa hoi, véi dat nwdc. Tac gia da manh bao 16ng chiéu
lich str can dai 1an huyén sir vao trao lwc sang tao dé hw ciu thém gan giii véi doc gia.
Nhirng nhan vat trén xuét hién xuyén chiéu qua nam “héi ky” ca ba tac nhan chinh, lam
cot tru so sanh tao dwng trong truyén. Do la tap hdi ky ctia Huyén Phi, ctia My Swong,
va nhét 1a nhivng doan hoi ky tiép ndi ciia My Uyén. Sw xuét hién trap triing ctia bon thé
hé nay déu c6 chung mot thé cach tich manh, phan tan cla than phan ngwdi dan ba
Viét Nam dan than tim kiém thé dirng va 18 séng ctia minh trong mot xa hoi bat tic, bt
toai, trong nhirng giai doan luan bién, chuyén thay.

Thé gi¢i ctia Con Gai cia Séng Huong la mot thé gisi bién té, dang ndm trong canh
giao thdi, nén bap bénh, léch lac, mét thé gi¢i am nhiéu hon dwong, “trong nha tdi toan
la dan ba...” (CGCSH, 122), vi dan éng bi that thé, lwu day, hoac bi that tung, ménh
mot. Than phan ngudi dan ba trong do cling bap bénh, that lac, mat mat vé nhiéu khia
canh. Huyén Phi xuat than tr mot co lai do trén Séng Hwong, duwoc chon lam cung phi
dé tiép nhan mot than phan cao sang, nhwng cuing lic 18 loi, that thé, lac 16ng, khi phai
nhan nai chd doi an hué, an tinh cla vi Vua da thé; cling lwu day, lwu lac khi cdm thay
minh xa cach v&i gia dinh, xa cach v&i giong hét, véi nhirng ndi niém huyén bi, ai oan
vong cao trén dong nwéc Séng Hwong. Mai tinh bét toai ctia ngwdi cung phi, 18 loi, that
lac ngay trong cudc doi an ai han hep, lai dwgc linh cdm va tai tuc qua than phan nguoi
chau gai ctia thé hé thir tw, My Uyén, khi c6 bé méi sau tudi da biét yéu tham, yéu dai
André, mét nguwdi dan 6ng Phap trwdng thanh, va tlr d6 mai miét di tim déi twong cla
tinh yéu ngang trai. My Uyén v&i cai tén dém tién dinh 1a Si, viét tat cha Simone, da
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Idng am hwéng tiéng hat cta minh véi &m anh si mé tr than kiép va huyén thoai cla
ngwdi cung phi tb mau.

Gitra “Hoi Ky ctia Huyén Phi” va “Héi Ky ctia My Uyé&n” c6 nhirng 16ng chiéu muén mat,
ltc thuan chiéu, ddi séng cla td ngoai xuat hién dé bao hiéu nép séng clia ngwdi chau
gai, ho&c lic nguoc chiéu, cach séng clia ngwdi chau sang té ndi tdm clia td mau.
Phép sang tao 16ng ghép truyén trong truyén, tich trong truyén, da dwoc van hao André
Gide goi 1a “mise en abyme”,[11] mot tir nglr dng ché tao dé ghi nhan hiéu lwc sang tao
chiéu sau 16ng chiéu, phan anh 1dng ghép. Chung ta sé khdng ngac nhién khi thay tac
phadm CGCSH hodc DOTRH dwoc chuyén thanh phim anh. Tac gia dung rat nhiéu kj
thuat 16ng chiéu, khéng nhirng truyén trong truyén, tich trong truyén, ma ca ky thuat 1ong
ghép anh trong anh,[12] tho trong tho, nhac trong nhac. Hinh &nh trap tring ctia Huyén
Phi hién than lai trong co thé, hdi nhap trong tri ndo ctia My Uyén da dwoc ta mot cach
hung hén qua nhirng giai doan “Budi I1én dong ctia Mé Mai” (CGCSH, 39-43) va “Than
Linh S6ng Hwong” (CGCSH, 43-49). Ddc gia cling c6 nhiéu 1an nghe-doc nhirng dong
tho goi cdm dam mé, thuéc Les Fleurs du Mal[13] ciia Baudelaire, ngay trong dw am
clia nhirng van tho ai 0an, thoat ra tlr day long ngudi cung phi tuyét vong; roi nghe
nhirng bai hat vit cao trong thinh dworng Niru-Uéc, dém tdi Rome, Paris... nhw dang
tiép néi vang vong véi cau ho cla co ai do trén sdng vang ndm xuwa.

Ky Thuat Sang Tao Trap Trung

Ky thuat trap truing nhan cach qua trap trung nhan anh lai dwgc mo ta mét cach tinh vi,
siéu dang trong “Hoi Ky ctia Swong” (CGCSH, 121-147). Trong tap hdi ky dién hinh
nay, hién twong trap tring nhap anh duoc chia thanh bén dot:

(1) Dot dau: Di Sam bd x& s& di tap két theo cach mang khang chién chéng Phap, miét
mai noi rivng sau, nGi thdm. D& bu dép cho than phan tan pha clia nguoi “con gai clia
Céach Mang”, gia toc Ba va dan ching dia phwong da tao cho Ba hao quang ctia huyén
thoai va khoac 1én than hinh nan nhan toang pha, hoi tanh cai “ao giap vang ctia Ba
Triéu”, ngudi nir hiép xéng pha gian nguy ctru dan, dé nuwéec.

(2) Bot hai: khi Di SAm vé lai manh dat Séng Huwong, véi can nha thoi con gai, Ba da
nudt di vién séi vang ky vat Ba lwom tai bién gidi Viét-Hoa thoi chinh chién, nhw “nubt
manh 4o giap cta Ba Triéu”, dé gat bd phinh Itra, gat bd ngd nhan. Lan nay, cai “4o
giap vang cua Ba Triéu” khéng & thé khoac ngoai, ma da (2-A) thu hinh thanh vién sai
qui, réi (2-B) lai dwoc thu nhap, nhw dé& chén chat trong co thé, tam gan cla ngwdi ni
chién sT; cling nhw dé 1ap day 16 hdng trong da con Ba bi “thoc nat”.

(3) Bot ba: Di Sam, thé xac tiéu tuy, béng lay lai cai dep toan ven cta Ba thoi con gai,
lay lai nhan céch, danh dy thom tho khi tan tay ké ban, kéo ghé, dirng 1én budc man
treo ¢d trén canh cay mdc lan, ngay trong vwdn nha, ngay trong qué hwong xi s& Ba.
Déc biét, khi Di SAm chét, Ba da khoac 1én ngwdi Ba hinh anh tho ngay, tinh khiét cta
dlra chau gai, nhw @& hoan sinh, séng lai 1an chét qua hinh anh trong trang, diu hién cta
My Swong, céi tén ma chinh Ba chon cho dira chau géi, ma cling la dira con ma Ba
khéng hé c6 duoc.

(4) Dot bdn: bén canh canh tw hly va cling la cach siéu thoat than phan cia Di Sam,
My Swong dirng phia trong phong téi, yén lang, soi gwong da thdy minh dang tur tir 16t
xac, mat dan nhirng nét trong sang cud dtra con gai tho ngay noi minh trwdc day, cling
lic thu nhan trén than thé minh nhirng thwong tich, vét seo, nhixng dong mau roi oan
udng cua tién nhan, ctia Di Sam, dé xac dinh thé hoi nhap cta minh véi mau ma gia toc,
v&i da thit ngudi dan Viét khé dau.

Phai nhAn manh rang, cuing mét luc, cé sw thay dbi va hoan chuyén nhan cach va thé

dién cta hai nhan vat nay: Di Sam, t gia nua, toang pha, trwdc khi tw tir biéng dang tré
lai tré trung, nguyén ven nhw hinh anh dira chau géi; con My Swong, tir ngay tho, trong
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sang chuyén dan thanh gia nua, tat nguyén, hoi nhap hinh thé ctia Di SAm. (Trong ban
tiéng Anh, Daughters Of The River Huong, Di SAm dwoc goi la “Aunt Ginseng”, ma dich
sat nghia 1a “Di Nhan Sam”, nén an du tinh chat mét dwoc thdo, c6 “hinh dang ngudi”
va c6 tac dung bdi bd con ngudi. Cudc doi Ba [a mot mau muce rat ngudi Viét (nan
nhan, chju dung, hy sinh, quyét liét) cé hiéu lwc bdi bd tinh than cho dam tré tdi sau).
Riéng “Hoi Ky clia Swong” ciing du phong cach tao dwng thanh mét cubn phim trong
phim vay.

Nhiéu doan ctia ndm héi ky trén da Idng chiéu véi nhau, cling chi dé t6 diém, khéi sac
sy trép trung ctia hién twong nghiép chuéng, kiép phan dau khd luan héi ctia nhirng
ngudi “con gai ciia Séng Hwong”, nhirtng hau dué tuyét siéu ctia Huyén Tran Cong
Chua, ctia dong mau Cham bi dat, ai oan: Di Sam, My Uyén, cling nhw T M&u Huyén
Phi déu “mang trong ngudi tiém thire tap thé clia cd moét nén van hoa da bi tuyét ching”
(CGCSH, 25). Trang thai lwu day, that thé con thém canh oan nghiét khi day ngudi dan
ba vao thé tan clng cta canh nwéc mét, nha tan. Sw mat mat, thiét thoi clia ngudi dan
ba co6 luc téi mire tan cung cua thkr thach nghiét nga, khi ho bi twéc doat danh dw cla
ban than ho, nhw truéng hop Huyén Phi cam chiju nhuc nha dé ké quyén hanh Thoi Bao
Ho truc loi chup anh 104 16, hau bao dam dwoc sy an binh cho gia tdc Ba; nhw My Uyén
phai ban than vé&i tén phéng vién nha bao My dé déi 1ay co hoi thoat than cho ca gia
dinh sang Hoa Ky ty nan, nam 1975, khi Sai Gon that thd. Phai chang ho lai tai dién
than phan phii phang ctia Thiy Kiéu, trén mét binh dién db vé& khac ctia xa hoi, cta cdi
ngwdi hién dai. Sy thiét thoi, mat mat cla ngwdi dan ba, vé mat tinh than 1an thé xac,
c6 lic con mang nhivng d4u tich tan pha dién hinh, dén do séng swong, nhu truéng
hop ctia Di Sam, khi Iam canh ti day, khdng nhivng Ba da mét tw do, ma con bi xam
pham trinh tiét mét cach trang tron, da man, khi bi cdng an mat tham Phap “thoc nét da
con, x€o vUi”, nén mét han chirc ndng sinh d&, mat han danh dw va hanh phuc lam
nguwoi, lam me.

Téac gia da khéo léo va manh bao str dung nhirng tlr nglr tréng tron, nhirng hinh anh
cung cuc, tot do, dé pho bay nhung sy that phi phang, “bat kha thang ngon”: nhw hinh
anh tan pha thé xac 1an tinh than cta Di Sam ghi trén; nhw hinh &nh than thé my miéu
cta Huyén Phi bi chay trui, “den va ctrng nhw mét khic than hoi ham” (CGCSH, 318),
muc rira, sau khi Ba ¢ roi khoi noi lang &p bi hda céng; nhw khi nha ai quéc Nguyén
Théi Hoc bi Tay xt trdm bang may chém “guillotine”’[14] a4c doc ctia Nguwoi Phap; nhw
nhirng tiéng chi riia nhitng nan nhan cla x& hdi, clia dat nwdc tan pha 1a nhirng con
“putains” (CGCSH, 251), la nhirng “con di” do ban.

Tai sao tac gia lai I6ng vao cac co ciu cla cbt truyén nhiéu giai doan lich st nhw vay?
Téac gia da nhac téi thoi 1ap quéc véi Vua Hing va My Chau cong chia, khi dung tén
dém cda Si My Uyén va Mimi My Chau; d& nhéc téi nhirng cudc khéi nghia chéng ngoai
xam Han Toc khi khodc manh “ao giap vang cua Ba Triéu” 1én than phan Di Sam; da
nhé&c t&i nhivng cudc chinh chién thén tinh Vwong Quéc Cham; da nhac téi nhirng canh
ngoai xam, tai ac, huy diét ctia ché dd Thwc Dan Phap; da nhic t&i canh Iam than ndi da
x&o0 thit trong cudc Chién Qubc-Cdng, véi nhivng giai doan d@m méau nhw cudc Tong
Cong Kich, Sat hai tap thé Tét Mau Than, va nhitng tran chién lan rong cho téi khi co
cudc ndo loan, dan ching bé chay lwu day noi dat khach qué nguwdi, sau khi Sai Gon
that tht nam 1975... Phai chang dé xac dinh rang nhirng hoan canh dang xay ra trwdc
mat doc gia, t nhirng cao dd huy hoang xubng t&i cadnh ha ti, tan nat, bé bang, chi la
nhirng di¥ kién lién tuc ctia mot dinh ménh nghiét nga, luan héi trc thudc dan toc Viét?
Phai chang Séng Hwong da dwoc chon dé biéu hién céi truyén thdng bat kham, uyén
bac, thom tho, nhwng lai c6 khi doc ac, pha hoai d6? Phai chang Séng Hwong da bat
ngudn t&r nhirng ving cao tréng qué, db vi thom cay, nghiét nga xuéng Dat Than Kinh,
xubng dat ngudi, kéo theo huyén thoai siéu thuce, ai oan, dé khoi tao trong hén dan toc
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thlr cam giac “vira thich tha vira kinh s@...” (CGCSH, 130) cua dira bé dirng trong
phong thé gia toc, tb tién? Dong séng dé cling la noi Dan Téc Cham Ian trén, phiéu bat
trwde khi bi tiéu diét. Dong séng dé ciing la khung canh bi dat noi triéu dinh bt lwc, vua
di day, dan toc tu tang, khd dau. Dinh ménh sinh séat, qua chinh chién, c6 Itc bat kha
cwdng nhw mot trang thai “tién thoai lwéng nan”: t&i ciing chét, b di ciing tiéu vong,
nhw mot dong truyén thdng nghiét nga, tiép ndi tlr doi 6ng cha xubng con chau, tlr qua
kh(r t&i hién tai.

Con Gai cua S6ng Hwong cudi cling van té dwoc thai dd ca biét vwot thoat than phan,
dinh ménh va truyén théng bang hanh dong quyet liét co, xay dwng c6, am hiéu co:

(2) Huyen Phi gay dwng phén thinh gia toc Ba bang tai quan xuyén doanh trai trong dau
nudi tam tai lang Quynh Anh. Séc dep, nhan pham cong trinh va co nghiép cltia Ba da
tiéu tan vi chién cudc, nhwng nhan céach siéu viét ciia Ba van nguyén ven trong ky &
dan gian va tinh nghia gia toc;

(2) Di Sam da dem than xac va tri ndo tan pha ctia minh vé lai véi qué hwong x& s&, vé
lai v&i manh dat Séng Hwong dé tw tay danh lay tw do va nhan pham bét kha xam pham
trong cai chét thom tho, dwéi cay Moc Lan. Sam Hwong khéng dep bang nguoi chi
song sinh, Qué Huong, nhwng tam hén Ba dep, hanh dong Ba quyét liét;

(3) My Suwong, cling vay, khéng dep béng me, nhwng sau sac. Sau khi linh cdm sy dau
aon, gla nua vi thu nhan trén than thé minh nhirng thuong tich, nhirng giot mau roi oan
udng cua tién nhan, than thudc, My Swong da quyet liét ra khai vong vay bé tac cla
dinh ménh va truyén théng: ra khdi ap lwc thu hat ctia huyén thoai, clia cao vong va ngd
nhan, “khéng mubdn di theo g6t chan clta Ba Triéu” (CGCSH, 146), nhwng déng thoi
quyét dinh tach khdi tinh trang bat dong clia mau nguoi “... sbng don doc nhw Ma, lic
nao clng doi cho...” (CGCSH, 146). Do dd, My Swong nhéat tri dlrng Ién hanh dodng, tan
tay ¢ trong cay trong cdi tréng hoa tréng 1a” (CGCSH, 147). Bang hanh déng tan tuy
cham sdc thién nhién, vudn twoc, chdm séc manh dat ngudi, khoi dwng nu sbng, vi
thom, bao tdn hanh phdc cho minh va tha nhan, duy tri canh hai hoa sinh n&, My Swong
té ra tam dong, y hop véi Voltaire,[15] qua | tuyén bd thue tién va sau sic cla
Zadig:[16] “Cultivons notre jardin”,hay tréng trot noi viron tuoc cda ching ta, dé bu dép
nhirng canh huéng lang bat lwu day, nhirng tan hoang db v&, dé ra khai vong dai nghiét
nga cua dinh ménh. Ca hai déu tin vao dirc tinh can cu, kién nhan, vivng chac cua tw
twdng trong ndng, cua lién hé mat thiét gina con nguwi va moi sinh.

(4) My Uyén la nhan vat dac biét nhat cud bon thé hé trong  Con Gai Clia Séng Huong.
Vé thé dién, My Uyén dep nhw Ngoai Qué Huong. Vé tw duy va hanh dong, My, Uyen lai
quyét liet nhw Ma My Swong, nhw Ba Tré Sam Hwong. Nhung riéng vé chiéu sau cla
tw twdng, clia tdm &i, My Uyeén lai gan gii nhat v&i Huyén Phi td mau, 1a Si, 1a ngwdi tinh
muén thud, |& nguwdi tim kiém va trao lai y nghia ctia cuéc sbng. Sau khi di t&i tan cling
mdi tinh nghiét nga, ngang trai (yéu André, mét thanh nién Phap, I&n tudi, chau ndi cia
Vién Kham S&r An Nam, ké thao tang triét ha hoang tdc va nguwoi dan dia phuwong), My,
Uyén, nguo’l con gai thudc thé hé thir tw nay, da y thire rang tinh yeu chéan that khéng
phai la & sw chap hiru thé xac, tinh cdm, ma la sw xuyén chiéu ctia tam thirc téi “nhan
ban tinh” (CGCSH, 362) cua doéi bén. Sy xuyen chiéu do vuot gua sw hién hiru tam bo,
qua c8i d&i phu du, vo tri, d& dat téi mot “thé gi¢i toan hao” (CGCSH, 362), noi ma con
nguoi tai kham pha “tinh yéu bat diét” (CGCSH, 363), v&i ngudi, véi qué huwong, véi dat
nguoi.

V&i y niém chan thire toan my, toan hao d6, My Uyén sé vé lai tai dwng trai tdm trong
lang Quynh Anh, tai dwng mét phan manh dat Qué Huwong va cung Idc tra lai Dong Song
Hwong vé dep huyen bi, ngot ngao, tinh tt&, véi mot truyén théng chét ngét nhan tr,
nhan ai cia mot biéu twong toan dién. Cung luc, My, Uyén khdi phuc lai nhan pham cla
minh, cta t& mau Huyén Phi, cla nhitng Thiy Kiéu hién thuc.
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http://www.surfcanyon.com/search?f=sl&q=the%20u%20s%u1EAF&partner=wtigca

Tac pham Con Gai cua Séng Huong va nguyén tac Daughters Of The River Huong da
chuyén ch¢ chéan thire d6 t&i mire d6 toan dién cua sang tac khi dong gop tra lai danh
dv, |1& sdng va gia tri chan thyc ctia con ngudi Viét Nam, ciia Dan Toc Viét Nam.
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